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THOUGHTS 


ON THE 

Hebrew Titles of the Plalms, 
and on ſome of thoſe in the 
Septuagint, c. 


HE Spirit of the Lord ſpake by me, and 
his Word was on my Tongue, were forme 
of the laſt Words of David, and are 

N meant, doubtleſs, of what he ſpake in 
his Pſalms, Very juſtly, - therefore, it has been 
obſerved , that © they are the Key to all of them, 2 
* and would ſtand well at the Beginning of the 
“ Book of Pſalms, as the main Argument of the 
« Pſalter.” They may convince us, at leaſt, that 
they have all of them a Spiritual Meaning, and a 
Prophetick View; a View to Chri#, and his King- 
dom: So that || ** Whoever ſhall confine them to 
* a narrower Meaning, and to Purpoſes merely 
% humane, or to Events but juſt deſerving the 
Notice of a common Hiſtorian — doubtleſs, not 
„ worthy to be praiſed, and had in everlaſting Re- 
, „% membrance ;—lIf he does not render them al- 
J * together unintelligible, he will, however, tar- 
c niſh the Beauty, and ſpoil the Value of thoſe in- 
eſtimable and immortal Writings. And like to 
what we here advance, was the Opinion of Ter- 


| * 2 Sam. xxiii. 2. + Biſhop Chandler, Def. of Chriftianity. 
|| Harris, Eſſiy on Jaiab lin. . | 
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4e tullian, who ſays, Sed & omnes pen? Pſalmi 
* Chrifti Perſonam ſuſtinent, Filium ad Patrem, i. e. 
* hriſtum ad Deum, verbs facientem repræſentant.“ 
Ahd to Tertullian we might add other Fathers of 
the Church — However, ſuch as will examine, 
and conſider the Matter attentively, may ſatisfy 
themſelves from the Subject Matter of them, They 
will. from thence, I conceive, find themſelves 
bbliged, in ſome Meaſure, to agree with Tertullian, 
and to confeſ that maſ of be Pſalms are ſpeaking 
in the Perſon, either of Chriſt, or his Church. 
The very Titles of the Pſalms, I apprehend, were 
delign'd — many of them, at leaſt, — to ſet them 
before us in this View. And if they mean any 
Thing like what theſe Papers will endeavour to 
 thew they mean, we may well believe, I think, 
that they were prefix d, if not by the Author, or 
Authors of the Fſalms, yet by other Prophets, or 
Prophetical Men, ſuch ag Ezra or Nehemiab, and 
. Others, who are ſuppoſed to have wrote even ſome 
of the Plalms;-and who certainly did write, or ex- 
tract from publick Regiſters, the Books of Kings, 
and. other hiſtorical Books of Seripture. On this 
Suppoſition, tis true, they will be of more Weight 


and Authority, than has hitherto been allow'd 


them. And fo, doubtleſs, they would be, if they 
had come. down to us perfect and entire, without 
any Ertors, Omiſſions, or Additions. But by 
whomſoever they were wrote this does not ſeem 
to have been the Caſe ; as might be made appear 
from more than one Conſideration; and particu- 
larly, I think, from ome of thoſe which, for Di- 
ſtinction's Sake, I would call Higorical Titles; I 
mean, ſuch as pretend to give us the Hiſtory, or 
the Occaſion. on which a Pfſalm was wrote. Some 
e ztheſe ſeem to have been prefix'd by Tranſcri- 

bers, upon their own Conjectures, or perhaps poo. 
2 ſome 


5 1 

ſome uncertain Traditions. And if ſo,” they can 
have little more Authority, than if any modern 
Commentators were to affix their Opinions, or Con- 
jectures, as the Occaſions of writing any of the 
S foi 5 i In 
: But however this be — and tho', as has been 
hinted, there ſeem to be ſome; Errors and Omiſ- 
fions, ; occaſioned by the Miſtakes of Tranſcribers, 
and the Injuries of Time, even in thoſe which we 
may reaſonably ſuppoſe to have been affix'd as 
above— yet, ſurely, they deſerve our Attention, 
and the beſt Enquiries we can make into their 
Deſign and Meaning. Hitherto, indeed, they 
have been interpreted and underſtood, in a Way 

which renders them of little or no Uſe : But 
the Occaſion: of this, I conceive, has been only 

Want of Attention to this Subject, and giving too 
much Credit. to Lexicographers, and others, who | 
would perſuade. us, that they relate — chiefly, at 
leaſt — to the Muſic ; or to the Perſons that ſung, 
and the Inftruments which uſed to accompany 
them when ſung, in the Temple. To do Juſtice 
to the Subject, indeed, is'above my - ſmall Abilities, 
and I freely own myſelf unequal to the Underta- 
king. But yet, bro“ the Bleſſing of God, IJ hope I 
may do ſomething, by writing thus my Thoughts 
my Fancies. and Conjectures; for in many 
Places, I fear, they will appear to deſerve no other 
Name. TI ſhall endeavour, however, to ſuggeſt 

ſuch Things as may lead others, of greater Capa- 

Cities and Abilities, to take the Matter into Confi- 
deration, and ſet it in a better and more uſeful 
Light.— To begin, then, 

The general Title of this Book of Pſalms. is ſeper 
 #ebillim — in Dr. Hare's Way of writing Hebrew, 
which is what I ſhall follow in theſe Papers. Now 
feper tebillim is, literally, a Book of Praiſes 3 or, 
+ more 


if 6 ] | 

more fully and diſtinctly, a Book which contains 
Manifeſtations, Shinings-forth, or Diſplays of God's 
Majeſty, Power and Goodneſs, For the Word 
zebillim comes from a Root which ſignifies, in one 
of its Conjugations, to ſhine, or make bright. Te- 
Billab, therefore, is a Shining-forth ; and, as ap- 
plied to God, implies a Manifetation, or Diſplay 
of his Glory. In this Senſe it ſeems to be uſed in 
Exod. xv. 11, where we read fearfut in Praiſes ; 
1. e. in the Manifeſtation, Shining-forth, or Diſ- 
plays of his Power and Glory, In theſe he did 

then to the H/raelites — and will always to every 
one who conſiders — appear fearful, or awful, and 
to be had in Reverence. In general, however, or 
as applied to what is done by his Creatures, the 
Word is not unfitly render*d Praiſe ; as that ſig- 
nifies thoſe Acts of Worſhip and Homage to God, 


by which we diſplay, as far as we are able, the 


Glories of bis Majeſiß and Goodneſs, And both 


Senſes, I conceive, are implied in this Title, ſeper 


tebillim, as it ftands before this wonderful Boot; 
which 1s conſtantly, and _— inviting, and ſtir- 
ring us up, to glorify God, by diſplaying every 
where— Euchariſtically, for what is paſt, and Pro- 
phetically with reſpect to what is future — his Care 
for his Church, and his Goodneſs to his People, in 
all Ages; particularly, in theſe latter Ages, or 
under that ſpiritual Kingdom, or Church, which 
Chriſt has eſtabliſhed in the World; and which the 
other Scriptures, as well as theſe Pſalms, aſſure us, 
he will by Degrees ſpread over all the Earth, and 
make it a glorious Church, not having Spot or 
Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing.—But to come to the 
particular Titles of the Pſalms. SAID 

The firſt Pſalm which bears any Title in the He- 
brew.is P/. iii, and the Title is Miſinor ledavid, &c. 
Now, Miſmor ſeems to denote, in general, an 
. Hymn, 


* 
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Hymn, an Ode, or Poem. It is derived from 
| 2amar, to prune or cut ſnort. And as Verſe, or 
Poetry, among the Greeks, or Latins, might be 
called Oratio ligata, from its being confined, or 
bound up, to certain Meaſures z ſo the Hebrews, I 
conceive, called their Poetry Mizmor, or Oratio 
præciſa, as being cut out, as it were, into ſoort Sen- 
tences, and in that Way chiefly—as having no pro- 
per Feet, or even certain Meaſure——diftinguiſh'd- 
from Proſe ; . as appears, I think, not only from 
this Book of Pſalms, but alſo from the Proverbs, 
and other poetical Books of Scripture ; where the 
Poetry ſeems to be much in the Nature of our 
Engliſh Blank Verſe; but without any certain Mea- 
ſure, and concluding the Verſes, generally, with 
the Sentence, or ſome conſiderable Part of a Sen- 
tence. I would ſuppoſe, therefore, that Mizmor 
' ſignifies, in general, dn, carmen, a Poem, which 
might, or might not be ſung; and that it is only 
to remind us of their being uſed to be ſung, that 
we have alſo, /ir, 4 Song, ſometimes with, and 
ſometimes without, ſometimes before, and ſome- 
times after Miæmor, in theſe Titles of the Pſalms. 
This appears pretty plain in the Title of Pſ. xxx. 
which is the firſt Pſalm where it appears in theſe 
Titles. For Mizmor, Jir zanuccat— means, ſurely, 
an Hymn, or Pſalm, which was 4 Song ſung at tbe 
Initiation —. And if it does not appear ſo plain- 
ly, from the Manner of placing it in other Titles, 
we may content ourſelves, I think, with judging 
of it from this, where it ſeems to admit of no- 
Diſpute. Or if it be ſaid that moſt of the Pſalms 
want it, tho? all of them, probably, were ſung 3 
this Title of P/alm xxx. ſeems to ſuggeſt the An- 
ſwer; that it was prefixed when the Tranſcriber 
thought of it, or any particular Occaſion. led to 
the prefixing it, and in the reſt omitted, as a 
Fg. on oe ns Ty 
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Thing needleſs, when it was ſo well known. * 


the Pſalms were uſed to be ſung. However, that 
Mizmor is, in general, what it is here ſuppoſed 


to be, will appear the more probable, I conceive, 


if the Manner of placing it is obſerved. , For that 
is ſuch, I think, as s us to render it an Ode, 
an Ens, or Pain ledavid, Sc. And what I con- 
ceive that to mean, with reſpedt to David, I ſhall 
now endeavour to ſhew. 


It cannot be denied, that i it is rightly arias 


by the Septuagint, Tw Aavid, to David; and this 
may, and does mean, I balieve: aſcribed to David, 
as the Author, or Compoſer of the Pſalm ; and, 
in that Senſe, Mizmor ledavid may be rendered a 
Pfalm of David. But this need not exclude ano- 
ther, and an higher Meaning; or its pointing alſo, 


at the Object of the Pſalmiſts Praiſe—the glorious 


Perſon to whom the Pſalm is inſcribed. The Word 
David, according to its Etymology, means the 


| Beloved; and is, in ſeveral Places, uſed to ſignify 


that Hope of all the Ends of the Earth, the Word 
incarnate, or Chriſt ; and to Him, ſurely; this le- 


david, in the Title of every Pſalm to which it is 


prefix*d, was deſigned to lead our Thoughts. Had 
it been otherwiſe, the Titles, I conceive, would not 
have been Mizmor ledavid, but Mizmor David, like 
that Subſcription to Pſalm hexii, collu tepillot David, 
the Particle /z, I mean, would not have been add- 
ed, if there had been no Intention of raiſing our 
Thoughts, and pointing out the glorious Objects, as 
well as the pious Author, of the Pſalm. For Miz- 
mor ledavid may as truty be render*d an Ode, or 
Hymn, offer d to the - Beloved,” as an Ode, or | 
Pſalm, aſcribed to David; and in all the 2 
riſtical Pſalms, or where the Subject is Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving, this Senſe of the Words, in my 
n Opinion, was delign'd o be include 


Ai 


And where the Subject is different, this ledabi = 
according to another Uſe of the Prep. le — may; 
and ſeems genen a to; ſignify for David; ot for 
the Beloved ; and to imply, that the Pſalm was in- 
tended for 4 Deſcription; a Prophecy, relating to 
him — his Humiliation; or Sufferings; and that 
both in himſelf, and in the Members of his Body, 
the Church; for their Comfort; particularly; when 
they are in any Way, made Partakers in his Suf- 
Ferings for the filling their Hearts with Thankful- | 
neſs and Love, as often as they conſider, that he 
himſelf was pleaſed to ſet bis Goings in the May; 
and become their Leader in the Paths of Affliction; 
to be made à Man of Sorrowsz and capable of uſing 
ſuch Words as ate aſcribed to, and plainly ſuppoſed 
to be ſpoken by him; in many Pſalms. © oO 
As to what follows; in the Title of this Pſalm uz 
and which ſuppoſes it to have been compoſed on 
David's flying before his Son Ab ſalom, it does not 
ſeem certain that this was the Occaſion: * The $y+ 
riac Verſion takes no Notice of it; and beſides; 
1ad that been the Occaſion; would there not have 
been ſome penitential Expreſſions; ſomething which 
pointed, at leaſt; to what brought that Trouble 
upon him? But here is no ſuch Thing in this 
Pſalm ; no, he does not ſpeak like a Penitent; or 
one that was under a Viſitation for Sin; but is full 
of Truſt; and firm Aſſurance, which by the Hiſ- 
tory of his Flight, 2 Sam. xv, he does not ſeem 
to have been, — ſo far, at leaſt; as to make us 
conclude he wrote this Pſalm on that Occaſion. It 
| ſeems more probable; that it was wrote while he 
was under the Perſecutions of Saul, when (being 
innocent from every great Offence) he would be 
more like to ſpeak with that Truſt and firm Aſs 
ſurance which appear in this Pſalßm. And then, 
dle, he was a much more lively Type 'of Chrif, 
— ; ne 


* 


who might truly ſay, Lord ! how are they increaſed 
that— riſe up againſt me—that ſay, there is no Help 
For bim in bis God ? Can we doubt, whether this 
points at thoſe Multitudes which came out againſt 


Sur Bleſſed Lord, with Swords and Staves — and 


to thoſe Words of the Rabble too, about the Croſs, 
Be truſted in God — let him deliver him. And does 


not this, alſo, lead us to think that ledavid, in the 


Title, has a further View, and points at ſomething 


more than David's compaſing the Pſalm, whenever 
he wrote it? This is the chief Thing ——As to 
the Occaſion of the Pſalm, it ſeems to be of little 


Uſe to us. We may in this, and in moſt of the 
other Pſalms alſo, plainly diſcern their Reference 
to Chriſt, without knowing on what Occaſion Da- 
vid, or any other Hand, compoſed them. But 
In the Title of Pſalm iv, we firſt meet with the 
ord lamenazzei, by which, we are now gene- 
rally told, the Præcentor, or chief Muſician, is 
meant; and that it was a Direction to him, to take 
Care of the Singing of the Pſalm. But it ſeems to 
be no ſmall Prejudice to this Opinion, that neither 
The Chaldee Paraphraſe, nor the Septuagint, nor any 
other of the ancient Verſions, appear to have had 
any Knowledge of this chief Muſician. They all 
render it in a very different Way, as may be ſeen 
In the References *, and ſo as may incline us to 
C nn Ot TolR  atte oe 


The Seventy render it tic 73 Ties, Arab. Zhi. & Pulp. in 
Finem'; Aquila vd nxorow ; others Victori, Triumphatori, fe the 
Chald. Paraphraſt le JabbaZa, which his Tranſlator generally ren- 
ders ad laudandum. This, indeed, I ſuſpe& to be à fal/e Tranſ- 
Yation, becauſe I think the Parapbraſt muſt take Menazze? to Y 
a Participle, or Participial Noun, and ſo to denote @ Per/on, aas 
1 1 the Seventy did, when they render'd it for the End, 
which may well be ſuppoſed to denote their Metab, or Chriſt, 
whom they very well knew to. be tbe End of their Law, Ho .. 


ever, 
2 . | 


believe the Talmudiſts are in the Right, when they 
ſay, as the Hnopſis from Kimchi tells us they do, 
pertinet ad futurum venire, it relates to him who is 
o come, i. e. to their Meſſiah, or Chriſt. — In Con- 
firmation of this, we may obſerve, that in 1 Sam. 


xv. 29, we have the Word Nezzaz, a Noun de- 
rived from the ſame Verb of which Menazzes is 


the Participle, plainly and certainly denoting the 
God and King of Iſrael, who is Chriſt. The Strength 
of Iſrael —we there render it, and rightly ſure, as 
the Verb from which it is derived ſignifies #9 pre- 


vail, conquer, or overcome; and Strength it is, as 


Buxtorf obſerves for the juſtifying this Senſe, that 
giveth the Victory. As, therefore, Chriſt is there 
called Nezzaz, we may ſafely believe, I think, 


that he is pointed at in theſe Titles of the Pſalms,” 


under this Word Menazze3, the Conqueror, or ra- 
ther d yixoToos, he who maketh us to conquer, or 
giveth us the Viftory, in the Language of St. Paul. 
Both Senſes are implied, in this Word Menazzes. 


» 


Bythner calls it Nomen participiale Pibel. It will 


ſignify, therefore, according to the Uſage of thoſe: 


Participles which have the Mem prefix d, both him 
that conquers, and who cauſeth to conquer alſo. And 
tho? the Word be uſed, in ſome Places of the Chro- 
nicles, to ſignify ſuch as were epyodiwnlas, Over- 
ſeers or chief Managers of Solomon's Works, yet 


that will not prove it to relate to an Overſeer or 


, * 


ever, before Palm xlv, he W it al lenders . (upon 


the Conjecture of a learned Friend, who takes /e fabbaba, to be 
the Forma Emphatica of ſebaꝶ, Praiſe) I gueſs to be the truer 
Rendring ; and (if I may underſtand it in my own Way) would 
render it, 20 the Praiſe, i.e. to him who is the Objet? of or. 
Praiſe — agreeably to that Character which the P/a/mzft aſcribes 


to God, F/. xxii. 3. jeſeb tehillot jiſrael, thou that inhabiteſt the 
Praiſes of Hrael. And if this be the Truth, or near the Truth, 


the Chaldee Paraphraſt is on my Side; and underſtogd Jamenazze? 
in much the ſame Way as I Jos N ; 


B 2 Manager 
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Manager of Muſic, unleſs it be certain that negines, 
Sc. in theſe Titles, do mean muſical Inſtruments, 
which I preſume may be queſtion'd, at leaſt; as 1 
ſhall avour to make appear in What follows. 
And upon the Whole, as the ancient Verſions take 
10 — of Notice of this Præcentor, or or chief Mute 
Avian, and the very Talngdiſts lead us to think of 
him who was to come, I ſhall venture to uſe the 
Words of the learned and pious Rivetus, Ma- 
gifrum Symphonie, ſeu Præcentorem, non alum guæ- 
- ram — I will not enquire after any chief Muſi- 
s cian, or Precentor, but him who truly excels all 
7 others — who by ſtriking on the Strings of 
. our Hearts, draws thence the true Sound of 
. Falth — To thee, Bleſſed Spirit! To thee I 
7 addreſs my Words.“ In this Bleſſed Spirit, and 
For Him who by the Vine, of Bis Croſs obtain'd the 
eek zer of ſending him, 1 humbly. conceive, we 
ve the true Menazzes. , That Word, in the Ti: 
= 2 the Plalms, I ſhall beg Leave to underſtand 
N, irs ibo, the End, in the Language 
the Septu int, and of the Apoſtles too; and alſo 
{igri gs be who maketh to conquer — who giveth 
us the Victory, and \cauſeth us to triu in all our | 
Tribulatiuns, as the Ape ſpeaks. Fr 1 
And may not that Expreſion of che Apoſtle 
ferve for an Hint, to lead us alſo to the Meaning 
of Beutginot, the next Word in the Title of this, 
and of fix other Pſalms ? May not lamenazzes be- 
neginot be -render*d, ro bim who giveth the Victory, 
or cauſeth us to triumph in Tribulations? The Au- 
chor of the Syriac Verſion, one may imagine, took 
it to have ſome ſuch Meaning; as he intitles the 
Plalm to David, de 5j, perpeſſus eſt, concern 
ing the Things which Be "he flfered *Tis true, this is 


. Tra, 64 Elan. bene. e 
not 


[13 ]- 

not a Tranflation of lamenaxagh. beneginot, ney dow 

he ſeem, either here or elſewhere, to aim at tran 
wing: the Titles — poſſibly, as not well zunder- 
ng them but it ſeems to tell us, 1 re- 
— 5 to this, that he had no Apprehenſion that 
neginot related to Muſical ac but e a 
it to point at Sufferings and Afflictions. For had, 
he regarded the Subzeck- Matter only, there ae 
many other Plalms,. Which he might much rather | 
have entitled cqncerning the Sufferings of _ David, 
He ſeems. to have imagined, there ore, tha! t ne- 
ginot was. meant of Sufferings and Afflictjons; tho), | 
being doubtful, he afterwards neglected it, in the the 
other Pſalms, which are thus intitled. That 4 75 


nion, however, does not ſeem. to. be altogether 
without Foundation; for ucginat is HEL il. of 
 uegingh, and derived from nagan, 2 ſtr: Keg 
or bruiſe. And if, in Scripture, this oh 18 
plied only to the Striking. or Playing wi ec: 


trum, on a muſical Inſtrument, yet ſurely this n 
be only a metaphorical, not the . primary 4nd ori- 
ginal, Senſe of it. That; we — well ana 
Was in general, to ſmite, Aride, or bruiſe 23 
Subſtantive neginab was only, 1 io general, a Smiting, 
or Striking, which might be applied to any other 
Thing, and particularly to 4% Stroke of an e 
tion, as well as to the Striking, with a Ple rum, 
on a muſical Inftrument, And, indeed, the Man- 
ner in which, it is uſed in ſome Places, ſeems to 
rove, that it was ſometimes ſo . e Thus it 
3 XXX. 9, and Lam. Na 14—63, We 3 
weginatam 4.and I am their Mufick, or 4 
We — * 3 not amil: 87 indeed, as tothe Se 
But, mig t not as well have been, 1 am chi 
Butt — 2 ark — againſt whom they 
their Arrows — bitter Words? 1 am he W 1 


they, ſmite, and wound, and grivve by. th ay 


5 
* * 
7 


; * . 2 "24 4a 4 2 4 8 a. : 
Speeches, and ſatyrical Sayings — and Songs too, 
it may be. That might be, and it might not be; 


9 and afflicted him, by their Speeches 
d Wor 


and Words, he was their Neginab — their Butt, 
and their Mark — tho* they made no Songs of 
him. Tis true, a Perſon grieved or afflicted, is a 
different Idea from the Affliction which grieves bim. 
But theſe Inftances ſeem to ſhew, that Grieving and 
AffiiFing, Smiting and Bruiſing, is implied in this 


Word neginab ; and it might alſo be uſed to ſig- 


1 100, as well as the Object, or Perſon af- 
22 And ſome Inſtances, © Eamples of the 
alſo,” we ſeem to have; one of them in Pſ. Ixxvii. 

„Where we read excerab neginati, and tranſlate it, 
7 call to Remembrance my Song. But if that Verſe 
were render d, I call to Remembrance my Afliion 
(I think of thy former Corrections, and Chaſtiſe- 


ments) I commune with my Heart, and my Spirit 


makes diligent Search (to fee, i. e. whether I have 


been duly humbled and awaken'd by them) would 
it not agree better with the Matter, and mourn- 


ful Subject, of that Pſalm ? Dr. Hare, indeed, 
ſtrikes Neginati out of the Text; but he ſeems to 
lay the Critic much too boldly here, and in other 

Places alſo. I leave that, however, to better 
Judges : I only defire to obſerve, that if it be ge- 
nuine, and a Part of the ſacred Text, it ſeems to 
mean here Pulſationem meam, my Bruiſing, my 
Trouble or Affliction. And the like, I conceive, 
may be ſaid with reſpect to Jai. xxxviii. 20, where 
we have uneginotai nenaggen, and tranſlate, We will 
ing my Songs to the ſtringed Inſtruments. In my 
r Opinion, this might be more truly vender's; 
Je will ing (or, make Songs of) my Afflictions, 
my Bruiſings, and Sickneſſes, wherewith thou haſt 
corrected, and made me wiſer : We will remem- 


ber them with Joy and Praiſe,” now they are 11 


Een 
and I have found ſuch Benefit from them=—PFven 5 
the Poet ſaid, and much more a devout Hezetiab 
might ſay, Hzc olim meminiſſe juvabit, we Thall 
think of theſe Things hereafter with Pleaſure. '— 
As to Eſ. Ixix. 12, the Septuagint Verſion ſeems to 
tell us, that the true Reading there is, not neginot, 
but «bi niggenn; and if fo, that Place is an Ex- 
ample only of the Uſe of the Verb, which it muſt 
be Confeſs'd is uſed to ſignify Playing, or maki 
Muſick. And the like muſt be own'd too, wit 
reſpect to the Subſtantive Neginab, in Lam. v. 143 
there it ſignifies Mirth, Muſick, or Songs. Poſ- 
fibly, it might anciently be pronounced differently, 
when it had that Signification ; or, if it was not; 
we have Inſtances, in our 'own Language, of 
Words that have very different Significations, tho), 
they are pronounced the ſame Way. And the In- 
ſtances here produced, make it probable, I think, 
that Neginah was ſometimes uſed to ſignify Trouble 
and Aiction; and ſo may be underſtood in that 
Way, in theſe Titles of the Pſalms ; which ſeems 
to be the more probable alſo, becauſe of the Seven 
to which it is prefix d, five of them ſhew the Pfal- 
miſt to have been — or, at leaſt, perſonating one 


that was — in Afiction; and the other two are 


prophetic Songs for a Deliverance, if they ally. are 
not Prayers to be deliver'd from it. 

We may obſerve the fame, I think, with respect 
to that Prayer in Hab. iii. which is ſubſcribed la- 
menax xt binginotai. This alſo we tranſlate to the 
chief Singer on my ſtringed Inſtruments: But it might 
be, I humbly conceive, 10 him that giveth the Vice 
tory, or cauſeth me to triumph, in my Tribulations 
or Afflictions. Of ſuch — whether paſt, preſent, - 
or to come, it matters not, as to this — the Pro- 
phet there is writing. He, or his People, either 
Were, I or were to be e . 


8 I: *1 ] 
e very great roubles ; ſuch as mads tis Be 
» Dis Lips 118 and Rottenneſs to enter 75 
9755 Bit he was ſtill full of Hope and 
rance,, V..17—19 : Yet will. I reoyce in 
&, he ſays — "He. will make me to walk on m 
| Lagen. And 10 hom could he fo proper 
re 1 8 7 26 fe him who, giycth the Vic- 
cauſe, im to triumph, even in 
9 0 1 Titbulpans 3 o him, indeed, it m 
ed to have been addreſs 4 Whatever NM 19 5 
| wang 8 this Subſcription. But is it not from. 
Su 


e robable, that the M of it is, 
P 01 the Meaning 


ge ere ſuppoſe 
May ve not put the like « ucſtion, with reſpect 
to H Ixyiu, . 12 7 is one of thoſe inſcribed fs | 
W f 
of v. 'T5; in 15 War. of Sup blication Fat? 77 8585 | 
e merciful — or, . hit ſeems Nt, and 
ceable.tor the Context, in the Way of Pro- 
Þheey, : God will be merciful, and bleſs us; He 
at cauſe his Face to. ſhine — yet ſtill it fol- 
lows, v., that. hy ay may be knawn upon Earth, 
Thy Setvation among ll e It an pe the 
2 0 l whom this Thy refets. 
the Prop ets, and all the Faithful too, Were Jen 
Waiting for, and: ex 8555 s Him to come; to come 
and hruiſe the Head ; to cauſe His Way 
aud His. Salvation tobe bt to guide the Na- 
tiuns— in Hort, to give us the Vid! ory, and cauſe 
us ee . in, and ver At Tribulations. 
er iN ore 1. 55 Plalm 215 tells us, to 9 
bis ribed. - It ſeems not to leave us any 
heres it was this ble] 8 
this Menazz#4 6 eginot — a forth Zo con 75 
to make u x OY „of all the Strokes, 
aifings, Tribula ons or Aﬀf&tions with which, 
| | Ip 
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. 

in this Vale of Sin and Sorrow, we are to be exer- 
ciſed. And thus — or by His vouchſafing to do 
this — He becomes even Victor iu Inſtrumentis pul- 
ſatilibus, a Conqueror in Inftruments which are to 
be ftruck, or play*d upon by Striking — as neginof 
is commonly ſaid to ſignify — for ſuch the 

ſorry Inſtruments of out crazy Members and Bo- 
dies may well be called. They are but too liable, 
we. know, pulſari, to be exerciſed with Strokes 
and Bruifings. But 72 notwithſtanding all the 
Bruiſings of Sin, and Buffetings of Satan, they 
may become, through our great Me#azzes, Inſtru- 
ments of Triumph to ourſelves, and of Righteouſ- 
neſs to God. In this Senſe, the common Inter- 
pretation of lamenaxæes beneginot — Victori in In- 
ſtrumentis pulſatilibus — will paſs with me. But if 
the candid Reader will have the Patience to attend 
to what has been here ſuggeſted, he will ſee, I 
hope, that it is queſtionable, at leaſt; in any other: 
What Precentors, chief Muſicians, or muſical In- 
ſtruments, the Fews might have, we cannot cer- 
tainly ſay indeed; the Rabbins themſelves own 
their Ignorance as to that Matter. But this we 
certainly know, that Chriſt is Victor, the Conqueror 
which Signification the Word Menazzes is by all 
allow d to have. And when he ſhall have made 
His Way, and His Salvation, to be fully known upon 
Earth, then ſhall the People praiſe. Thee, O God ! 
all the People ſhall praiſe Thee, —— To proceed, 
The Title of P/almv. is lamenasgez el bannesilot 
— which, taking lamena geb, as before, I conceive 
may be render'd, To him who giveth the Viflory; 
who is the God of our Inberitauce. My Reaſons are, 
1. becauſe we ſeem to have no ſufficient Grounds 
to believe, that ne#lot relates to muſical Inſtru- 
ments of any Sort, T 105 Who ſuppoſe it d my 


wi 


take the Word to be derived from ala! — at 
Forma grammatica repugnat; ſays Buxtorf; tis con- 
trary to Grammar Rules; and the Seventy plainly 
took it to be derived from nazal, to poſſeſs, or in- 
herit. Now this may lead us to conjecture, 24h, that 
el here is to be read and interpreted, not as a Pre- 
Poſition, but as the tug hag; which ſignifies God; 
and that either 7e#:/o7 is a Noun Singular, or was 
| read in the Singular Number by the Seventy. On 
this Suppoſition, the Title will be, as above, 29 
bim who giveth the Victory, the God of the Inberi- 
trance; to Chriſt, i. e. who gave the Jews Poſſeſſion 
of the earthly Canaan, and will bring all his faith- 
Ful Servants to his heavenly Kingdom; that bleſſed. 
Lot of our Inheritance. And this; 2dly, we may 
the rather ſuppoſe to be the Meaning, from thoſe 
Words in Vet: 10. Caſt them out — which ſeem 
plainly to point at this Inheritance,. as what they 
were to be caſt out, and expel'd from; for tbe 
 IMultitude of their Tranſgreſſions ; and therefore di- 
delt our Thoughts to Him, who is the God, and 
E 

Before P/atm vi. the Title is lamenazz#t beneginot, 
yal bajJeminit, which I apprehend may be render*d 
#0, or for, Him who giveth the Victory in Tribula- 
Zions, on the Union, the Anointing of the Holy 
Spirit, i. e. or that Unction which $7. John ſpeaks 
of, when he ſays, Ye bave an Undtion — deriving 
he Word from Jaman, to make fat, or to anoint. 
This bleſſed: Un#10z of the Spirit, Chriſt tells us, 
Mall abide with us for ever: And if we attend to 
what we read in 1 Cbron. xv. 163 — 21, we may 
find Reaſon, perhaps, to think tis pointed at, both 
there and here alſo; in this Word Jeminit. For 
tho* both valamot, and Jeminit, are there, as well as 
in theſe Titles, taken by ſome for muſical Inſtru- 
ments; we may eaſily ſee, That there, at leaſt, they 
wy | cannot 


1 


cannot mean any ſuch Thing. For that Place = 


ving told us, Verſe 16, that David ſpake to , | 
) 


point Singers, leharim bekol, to exalt (the Lor 

with the Voice, le Jim#ab, uſque ad Lætitiam, or 
in a moſt Joyful Manner; 05 I underſtand that 
Verſe 16.) it goes on to tell us, Verſe 17, —20, 


19 that ſome were to do it, with Cymbals and Pſal- 


teries, on valamot, and others, Verſe 21, with 
Harps, on J*minit laneg gab. Here, therefore, 
yalamot and Jeminit cannot be meant of. mufical In- 
ſtruments; for the muſical "Inſtruments, which 
they did uſe — Cymbals, Pſalteries, and Harps — 

are plainly named. And is it to be imagined chat 
they play'd with theſe muſical Inſtruments, upon 
other muſical Inſtruments ? Dr. Hare very jultly 


obſerves, that this cannot be ſuppoſed : So that we 
may ſafely conclude, valamot and Jeminit are not 


here, at leaſt, to be underſtood of muſical Inftru- 
ments of any Kind. And if not here, why in 
other Places? And, indeed, it is very obſervable, 
that none of thoſe muſica) Inſtru ments, which 
ſome have thus fancied to themſelves, in the Titles 


of the Pfalms, are any where beſides to be met 


with. Several Sorts of muſical Inſtruments we 
have the Names of, in the Pſalms themſelves, as as 
well as in other Parts of Scripture ; but among 
them all we do not find any Names for mulica 


- Inſtruments, which have any Reſemblance to 

valamot, Jeminit, gittit, or any other, which are ta- 
ken the ſuch in the Titles of the Plalms, This 
Alone ſeems to be a ſtrong Preſumption, that we 
have been miſtaken in ſuppoſing them to denote 
muſical Inſtruments, and have Reaſon to be 
looking out for ſame other Meaning of ſuch 
 Words.—And therefore — to return now to vala- 


mot and Jemnit, as they ſtand in 1 Chron, xv. 


We Jab PSS, af eaſt that valamot Hgnifies 


C 3 Food, heir, 


FT 
here, according to its EFrymology, and as it is ren- 
der'd by the Seventy, in the Title of Pſ. xlvi. 


Ta Kpioie, hidden and ſecret Things ; even thoſe 
Myſteries concerning Chriſt and his Kingdom, 
Which have been, more or leſs, kept ſecret from 
the Foundation of the World. And Jeminit lanezzah 
alſo, may ſignity the Anginting for ever, or that be- 
fore mentioned Uuction of the Spirit, which Chriſt 
has aſſured his faithful Servants ſhall abide with them 
for ever. The Meaning, therefore, of what we 
thus read in 1 Chron. xv, may be this: Some were 
to ſing Praiſe with Cymbals and Pſalteries on, or 
concerning valamot; 1. e. they were to fing ſuch 
Pſalms as hare that Title, and were ſuppoſed to re- 
late to hidden Things, or the Myſteries of Chriſt and 
25 Kingdom; and others were to ſing Praiſe with 
age on, or concerning, Jeminit — i. e. they were 
ing the Pſalms which bare that Title, and were 
| thought to relate to Jeminit lanezza3, or the Anoint- 
which is for ever. Only two Pſalms with Je- 
minit in the Title, and no more than two (ſuppo- 
| fing Eſ. ix to be one) with valamot, we now have 
in our preſent Copies, indeed: But anciently there 
might be more, which bare theſe Titles. For ' tis 
no great Wonder they were dropt, or omitted, 
when they came to be ſo little underſtood; as tis 
plain they were, whether the Meaning I ſuppoſe 
them to have, be the true one, or not. 
And becauſe it may be objected, that the Sub- 
Je& Matter of P/. vi. and Eſ. xii. where only we 
now find the Word minit in theſe Titles, does not 
an{wer, or agree to that Senſe, in which I would 
take that Word; I ſhall now endeavour to ſhew, 
that they may both of them be interpreted, 
.and underſtood, in a Way which does agree with 
it, and that our taking it in that Senſe may, pof- 
fibly, MED us to ſee what is the true Deſign and 
Meaning | 


- 


Fan | 
| Meaning of them. They are both of them cer- 
tainly prophetical : And P/. vi. — to begin with 
that — tho? it be reckon*'d among the penitential 
Pſalms, and ſome. Parts of it are very applicable 
to penitential Seaſons and Exerciſes ;; yet it will ap- 
pear, perhaps, if carefully obſerved, the moſt ap- 
plicable to, and the moſt likely to have been de- 
ſign*d, in the prophetical Way, for the Uſe — if 1 
may ſo ſpeak — of that B. Man of. Sorrows, who 
was pleaſed to put himſelf in our Stead, and bear our 
Sins ; to ſhed many Tears, and feel inexprefſible Ago- 
nies, on our Account, and as our Repreſentative. 
Him we may conceive — humbly, and with an 
awful Reverence, I deſire to ſpeak it - to be the 
Perſon, whom, in the Days of His Fleſh, and when 
He ſpent whole Nights in Prayer, the Prophet here 
repreſents, and introduces as ſpeaking. the ſeven 
firſt Verſes ; as ſaying His Bones were vexed, and 
His Soul alſo fore troubled, under the Apprehenſion 
of that bitter Cup of God's Wrath, which He was 
to drink for us; and of that Outrage and Violence 
too, which He was to bear from perverſe and un- 
grateful Men. Thus He mourn'd, and was 
troubled for both, we may ſuppoſe, in the firſt 
ſeven Verſes ; and then in Verſe 8, g, there comes, 
as it were, the Angel from Heaven, ta ſtrengt ben 
Him — to let Him know, He was heard in that 
He fear'd, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks ; or, in the Words 
of this Pſalm, that the Lord heard the Voice of His 
Weeping, and would receive His Prayer. Upon 
which He ſees and declares, Verſe 10. that all His 
Enemies would be confounded, and ſore vexed — and © 
put 10 Shame ſuddenly. And were they not 
thus confounded, and put to Shame, when there 
came a ſudden great Sound from Heaven, at the 
pouring forth the everlaſting Union, in thoſe mi- 
raculous Gifts and Graces of the Spirit, by * 
Tg | e 
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He gave His Diſciples « Mouth and Wi . which 
&ll their Adverſaries were unable to reit? — At- 
tending a little to theſe Things, may give us ſome 
Reaſon to think, that Pſ. vi. is not unfitly intitled 
val baſſeminit, in chat fe or the Word which 
has been propoſed.” 
Jo came, then, to P/. 11 — in a Verſe 3. 
ſeems to de not y tranſlated. It might be 
made nearer the Truth, perhaps, in ſome ſuch 
Way as this. For the Oppreſſion of the Afflicted, 
for the Sighing of the Poor, I will now ariſe, the 
Lord will ſay, (Hebr. jomar) every one that is _ 
(ait bejelay, japis lo) 1 will whit him in Safety, there 
5 be Refreſhment for him; Rgfrigerium ei, — 
| taking & pop for a Subſtantive, from pas, reſpi. 
arte. 5 be the true Reading, it muſt be 
i ſame ſuch Way as this, I conceive, that the 
onſtruction and Senſe of this Verſe 5, will beſt 
be clear d up. But the Septuagint, the Syriac, and 
the Chaldee, which give us here ibe firſt Perſon, 
ſieem to point out the true Reading, and may u in- 
Cline us to think it is — not Yapis, but — 
latin, eum reſpirare, I will cauſe him to be re- 
cſh'd — in the fit Perſon future Hipbil. Thus 
i ſeems to have ſtood: right, in the Copies from 
which the Seventy, the Ne, and the Chaldes 
Leandlared or paraphraſed ; but in the Copy from 
which our preſent Reading was taken, Part of N 
might be obliterated and obſcured,. and only that 
Part on the right Hand, which reſenibles » Jod, re- 
main; by teſt Nags i Beg pale, that we 
now” have it, not apis, but japis. In ſhort, it 
ſeems to be a like Miſtake with that, which ſome 
Tithe Men ſuppoſe to have happened in Zech. xi. 
and. both might be occaſioned in the ſame 
Way: y; I mean, voy Part of N being worn out, or 
obſcurec ; io that * of haoxer, the Treaff ei 
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= which. they ſuppoſe to have been the original 
Reading there — we have now -bajozer, the Potter 3 
nothing but the Part which reſembles Jod, on the 
right Hand, remaining; even as I ſuppoſe it to 
have been here alſo, in this Verſe 5. of P/. xii. 
Suppoſing then, that this Verſe 5. is to be taken 
in one of theſe Ways, let us now conſider Cbriſt 
repreſented by the Prophet, Verſe 1—4, as mourn- 
ing over the ſad Corruption of the World; that 
there was not one godly Man left, but the Faithful 
Were miniſhed from among the Children of Men; till 
again, in this Verſe 5, he is confirm'd and com- 
forted, as it were, by the Anſwer of God, that 
for the Oppreſſion of the Aflicted, and the Sighing of 
the Poor, the Lord would ariſe — there ſhould be 
another, and better State of the World, in which 
the Afflicted and Poor (in Spirit) ſhould be ſer 
bejeſav, in Salvation, and the Ways which lead 
thereto; for ſuch there ſhould be Refreſhmettt.— 
And was it not ſo ? Was not this fulfiPd, when, 
by the pouring forth the Spirit from on high, all the 
Meek and lowly in Heart found Regt to their 
Souls, and Refreſhment to their Hearts, in the com- 
forting Gifts and Graces of Chriſt's Spirit? In this 
Anſwer of God, therefore, He rejoyces, and ſays, 
Verſe 6. the Words of the Lord are pure Words —. 
And in the next Verſe, placing His Hope and Truſt 
therein, He concludes, Verſe 8. mourning for the 
preſent, becauſe then ihe Ungodly were walking on 
every Side. | | & bp 
Upon the Whole, as it thus appears that theſe 
Pſalms are prophetical; that David did not, and 
could not write them in his own Name, or as ap- 
plicable (altogether, at leaſt) to himſelf; that as he 
has declared, the Spirit of the Lord  ſpake by him, 
and his Mord was on bis Tongue; it muſt. be that 
Word, ſurely — the Word made Fleſh — whom we 


are 


OR „ 
are to conſider as ſpeaking in theſe Pſalms. And 

as the Manner in which He is here pleaſed to ſpeak 
appears applicable, to that pouring forth of the 
Spirit — that Un#ion of the Holy Ghoſt — which 
was ſo plentifully ſhed Abroad upon the Publiſh- 
ing of the Goſpel, there is no Occaſion — from 
theſe Pſalms, at leaſt — to reject the propoſed In- 
terpretation of the Word eminit. 

Proceed we then to Pſ. vii. and to the Word 
Jiggajon in that Title. The Subject Matter of the 
Ffalm, and the Etymology of the Word, ſeem to 
point out its Meaning, and may lead us to think 
it denotes @ wandring Song, or a Pſalm aſcribed 
to David, as compoſed by him in the Time of his 


Mandrings, when he was falſely accuſed by his Ene- 


mies, and hunted by Saul as a Partridge on the 
Mountains. And as in this, he ſtands for a Type 
of Cbriſt, and His Church, perſecuted in the 3 
Manner by Satan and his Servants; ſo, if what 
follows in this Title relates to Saul, or any of his 
Servants, they alſo will ſtand, in this Reſpect, as 
Types of Satan and his Adherents. For the Pſalm 
is prophetical ; as from the latter Part of it, eſpeci- 
ally, ſeems evident. 1 = 
Pſ. viii. is inſcribed Jamenazzes, val hagittit — 
un? ro Anvowr, Seventy — pro torcularibus, Vulg. 


and therefore imagined by ſome to have been com- 


ſed for the Time of Vintage, as a Thankſgiving 
La the Fruits of the Earth. How probable this 
is, I leave others to conſider, when they have ob- 
ſerved, that the Pſalm takes no Notice of the Fruits 
of the Earth, but only of the Cattle, and Fouls, 
and Fiſhes, as put in Subjection to Man. It 
ſeems rather to be, as it has anciently been ſtiled, 
JN ri inte, a friumpbal Pſalm, and to refer 
to ſome great Victory; and, indeed, to that greateſt 
of Vittories, the Victory not over Fleſh and * 
8 ut 
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but over Principalities and Potvers, arid the Ruler 
of the Darkneſs of this World. *Tis certain, hows + 
ever; that it relates to Chriſt; for ſo St. Paul and 
Chriſt himſelf have taught us. To him, accords 
ingly, it ſeems to be inſcrib'd, as Menazze5—con- 
quering and triumphing ovet Sin and Satan; who, 
ſurely is pointed at, ver. 3, under the Character 
of the Avenger ; or rather, as the Hebrew mit- 
nakkem may well be rendered, as the Self-Avenger, 
or Self-Tormentor, as the impetuous Sallies of. 
Pride, Envy and Malice, moſt certainly make 
Satay to be. Now over him Chrift triumph'd, 
firſt; by that treading of the IWinepreſs which he 
ſubmitted to, in the Sufferings and Death of his 
Croſs : After which he declared all Power' both in 
Heaven and Earth to be given to him, and there» 
fore had all Things put in Subjection under his Feet 
though many are {till rebelling and oppoſing his 
zuſt Dominion. However, he will come again, 
we know, and again read, in another Senſe, the 
Winepreſs of the Fury and Wrath of Almi — God: 

And then every Enemy ſhall be dęſtroye. 

Things entirely ſubdued unto him. The Mouths - 
Babes and Sucklings, or the Tongues and Hands 
of weak Mortals, ſhall be made inſtrumental, and 
conducive” to this: An Emblem, and an Afus 
rance of this there was, when the Children ſung 
 Hoſanna to him in the Temple. And need we 
then be ata Loſs, for that Winepreſs—pointed at 
under the Word gittit in the Title? Does it not re- 
late to this Winepreſs, or rather reading the Word 
| — as the Seventy plainly: did to both theſe 
L relſes, of the Fury and. Wrath of Almighty 
| Is it not probable, at leaſt, that this Pſalm 
de. peng d in a triumphant, prophetic View, of 
both theſe Vittories over the Self-Tormentor ;. and 
em a val gittit, or - gittot-—on | the 
Ss Winepreſis 
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Winepreſs, or Winepreſſes—which were thus to be 
trodden by Chriſt, tor the obtaining them ?— 
And may we not ſuppoſe the latter of them; at 
leaſt to be pointed at alſo, in Pſal. lxxxi. and 
hexxiv, which have this ſame Word before them ? It 
does not ſeem difficult to pereeive it in Pſal. 
Izxxi, and if it may be doubted with Reſpect to 
HFſal. Ixxxiv. I hepe to fuggeſt ſome Things 
which may help to remove that Doubt. But now 
I! paſs on to e NE, 

_ © P/al. ix, the Title of which ſhould be read, 
ſurely — according to the Rendring of the Septua- 

gint, and the Title of Pſalm xlvi.— lamenax eb, 
val valamot, labben, mizmor ledavid. And this 
1 would render, To him that giveth the Viftory, 
concerning Things ſecret, To the Son, &c. That this 
is the true Reading, and the Meaning too as far 
relates to yalamot, ſeems highly probable, from the 
Pifficulty which Interpreters find in explaining the 
preſent Reading, val mut—from the Eaſineſs of 
_ miſtaking, and writing that inſtead of yalamot— 
and alſo from the Subject Matter of the Pſalm, 
Which is really concerning Things then ſecret, but 
now —in a good Meaſure — revealed, and made 
known to us by Chriſt. See particularly ver. 3, 
8, and 15, which manifeſtly point at that King- 
dom which he has now begun to ſet up, and that 
Judgment which he will hereafter moſt terribly 
execute among the Nations. Theſe, and the like, 
we may well conceive to be the Things which we 
are here, and in Pſal. xlvi, led to look after, by 
the Words val valamot, in the Titles. And agree- 
ably to this, ſurely, the next Word in this Title, 
labben, ſhould be underſtood: I mean, as inſcri- 
bing the Pſalm Jo the Son, that bleſſed Son of God, 
and Son of David, who was to open, and bring to 
Light theſe valamot, — Things kept ſecret from the 
W Foundation 
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Foundation of the World. To him, as doing 
this— as being the Lyon of the Tribe of Judab, 
| that was to prevail, and epen the Seals of the Books, 
Rev. v. 5.—This Pſalm might very probably be 
inſcrib'd, under the Title of e Son, empha- 
tically, by its Author David. He, doubtleſs, as - 
well as the other Prophets, was often ſearching 
what, and what Manner of Times, the Spirit which 
was in him did ſignify. And why then may we 
not ſuppoſe him inſcribing and dedicating what 
he thus wrote concerning theſe hidden Things, to 
Him—his glorious Root and Offspring—who was to 
open the Seals of the Book, and make them clear 
as the Light — The antient Verſions, we ſhall 
find, do all of them, favour this Interpretation. 
The Sept. Aibiop. and Yulg. read here pro 
Occultis Filii, for the ſecret Things, or Myſteries, 
of the Son; in a different Caſe, indeed, but in 
Effect to the ſame Senſe ; for whom but the 
bleſſed Son of Man, and Son of David, can the 
Words be ſuppoſed to relate to ? The Syrzac, in- 
| deed, does not offer to tranſlate the Words, but 
it plainly points at what I imagine to be the De- 
ſign and Meaning. For it fays the Pfalm is— _ 
concerning Chriſt, taking the Government upon him, 
and ſubduing the Enemy. The Arabic intitles it, 
Concerning the Myſteries of the Son thus far mean- 
ing to tranſlate the Words val valamot labben; and 
then adds in Relation to the Glory of Chriſt, and 
His Reſurrection and Kingdom, and the Deſtruction of 
all the Diſobedient. As to the Chaldee Paraphraſt, 
he ſeems to have read labbgn, inſtead of labben, as 
well as val mut, inſtead of valamot, becauſe he in- 
titles the Pſalm, On the Death of the Man who 
went forth from between the Camps; which looks, 
indeed, as if he underſtood it e * 
yet, even in this Way, it may applied to 
Ring: | D 2 0b 
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Chriſt, who—as the Apoſtle ſpeaks - went forth of 
the Camp, and ſuffered without the Gate. How 


ever, as it may be ſaid the Paraphraſt did not ap- 


ply it to him; I ſhall only » 14 that if the 
true Reading of the Hebret Title be, as he ſecms 
to have found it, labbu, that ſignifies literally In- 


ttermedio, to him that came between. And in that 


Senſe, doubtleſs, it may be applied to him, who 
vouchſafed to be the Mediator, and ſo to come be- 


tween God and Man. Upon the whole, St. Jerom, 


and others, ſeem rightly to * — judg'd from the 
Subject Matter of the Pſalm, that it points at the 
Overthrow, and final Deſtruction of - Antichriſt. 
And if it does, it is highly probable, ſurely, that 
the Title is leading us to underſtand, and inter- 
Pret it, in that Vi ay. 


The next Title I have to explain 3 1s before Pſalm 


xvi, which is intitled Mi&am, ledavid. And as 


we have the Authority of two Apoſtles for apply- 


ing this Pſalm to Chriſt, ſo the learned M. Gouſſet + 


ſeems to give us the beſt, Account of the Deſign 
and Meaning of the Word Mi&am. For it ſeems 
to be deriv'd from a Word which ſignifies Gold; 

and, taking it to be ſo, he ſuppoſes it to denote 
4 Pſalm overlaid, and embroidered, as it were, with 
Gold, and by that Gold, he underſtands the my 
ſtical, or ſpiritual Senſe, relating to Chriſt. David, 
Aerefore, according to this Suppoſition is, as it 
were, the Canvas, or any Thing which is capa- 


ble of being embroidered; and Chriſt is the Gold 


which, in a ſpiritual Senſe, is to be underſtood, 
as embroidering and adorning him. David, i. e. 


is only the Type, but Chrift is the Perſon typified, 
and repreſented—as ſpeaking—f in this, and other 


Flakrs which have this Word Miclam in the 


4 Comment, Hebr. in verbo Mitten. 1 
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Title. Only ſix of them are now found to have 
it, in our preſent Hebrew Copies : But as M. 
Souſſet obſerves it might have been - and moſt 

probably it anciently was—prefixed to many more 
of them; for manifeſt it is that, in this Senſe of 
the Word, many more of them are Mictams; 
David being only the Type, and Chriſt the Perſon 
typified, or ultimately meant, in the Pſalm—And 
indeed, as has been hinted, and as Dr. Hare ob- 
ſerves, the Titles of the Pſalms ſeem to be in a 
very imperfect State. Some Fragments, as it 
were; ſome remaining Parts, or Pieces of Titles 
in ſome of them, at leaſt, which have eſcaped the 
Injuries of Time, and the Negligence of Tran- 
ſcribers. He ſeems to be too haſty, however, in 
| judging them to be of no Uſe: And what has 
been already ſaid ſhews, I hope, that they deſerve 
to be carefully look*d into, and confidered—not 
in the common Way of ſuppoſing them to relate 
to Vulgar Tunes, or muſical Inſtruments ; but—as 
pointing out (either from Tradition, or on the 
Authority of prophetic Men, or perhaps—in ſome 
Places—of the Authors themſelves) the Uſe, and 
Deſign of the Pſalms ; and helping us to diſcern 
their true Senſe and Meaning. And this, in 
many Places, I think, it may be found, they re- 
markably do—even in ſome of thoſe Pieces of 
Titles which are in the Septuagint, and do not ap- 
pear in our preſent Hebrew Copies. —To proceed, 
therefore, to | 7 | 

Pſalm xvii. Before this Pſalm we have #epillab 
ledavid, which may be underſtood three Ways; 
as firſt, A Prayer aſcrib'd to David, as the Au- 

thor. This Senſe our Tranſlators have expreſſed, 
by rendring it a Prayer of David. And the Se- 
venty, in like Manner, do here render ledavid, 
pot as they elſewhere do, 7@, but 2 Aaud ; 


not 
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not apprehending, tis like, in what Senſe it could 
be a Prayer to David. —Though, poſſibly, it may 
be only a Miſtake of their Tranſcribers, ſince be- 
fore Pſalm Ixxxvi, where the Title is the fame, it 
is rendered by them, as in other Places, 4% David. 
However that be, yet doubtleſs, ſecondly, it may 
be underſtood alſo, as ſignifying a Prayer 7% Da- 
vid the Beloved, the myſtical David, or Chrift, 
Or laſtly, it may be ſuppoſed to mean a Prayer 
for David, for the Uſe of David, i. e. whether 
we underſtand by it King David, or the myſtical 
David, even Chriſt himſelf ; who, in the Days of 
his Fleſh, by Prayers, as well as every other In- 
ll ftance of Righteouſneſs, would leave us an Ex- 
| ample, that we might follow his Steps. In this 
| View the Author of the Arab. Verſion, at leaſt, 
_ repreſents it: For there the Title runs thus, A 
| Prayer in the Perſon of a perfect Man, and even of 
Chriſt himſelf ; and of any one who is redeemed by 
Bim A Prayer of David. | 1 
1 The Title of Pſal. xviii. is lamena ts, levebed 
mM FJabvob, ledavid ; after which there follows ajer 
dibber—and which we render—awho pate unto the 
Eo Lord the Words of this Song, in the Day when the 
1 Tord delivered him from the Hand of all his Enemies, 
| and from the Hand of Saul. But was not Saul Da- 

= vid's firſt Enemy? If, therefore, Saul were the 
'F true Reading, would it not rather have been 
i when the Lord delivered him from the Hand of 

| | Saul, and from all his Enemies? And beſides, in 
the hiſtorical Account of this Pfalm, which we 
have in 2 Sam. xxii. it is plac'd juſt before Da- 

vid's laſt Words, and, as it ſhould ſeem, upon the 
near Proſpect of his Death. Theſe Things may 

well occaſion a Suſpicion, that the Maſorites are 
here leading us wrong; that the true ng 18, 
not Saul, but — only changing the Points — Seol, 
BO TA | - * n 
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Gus, Death, or the Grave. And in that Way, 
ſurely, the Words would be beſt read and render- 
ed, as they ſtand alſo in 2 Sam. xxii. 1. And 
David ſpake—we there read; but the Hebrew is 
vajedabber, which may, at leaſt, be render'd, and 
David will ſpeak—the Words of this Song, in the 
Day when the Lord delivers him from the Hand 
of all his Enemies, even from the Hand (or 
Power) of ſeol, Death or the Grave. Both there 
and in the Title of this Pſalm alſo, we may ſuſ- 
pect that they ſhould be read and render'd thus, 
becauſe Death was David's laſt Enemy, the Enemy 
he was then preparing to encounter, and they will 
then ſtand in their natural Order, with reſpect to 
him, as well as Chriſt. To both of them, ſurely, 
but to Chriſt principally, this Pſalm relates. It is 
_ Chriſt's, as well as David's *ENINIKION, or tri- 
umphal Song; celebrating his Conqueſts, and his 
Victories over all his Enemies, and particularly his 
Deliverance mijad Jeol, from the Power of Death 
and the Grave. So far, at leaſt, is certain: Many 
Parts of the Pſalm, in their moſt full and proper 
Senſe, belong to Chriſt, and are true of him only. 
He only could ſay, ver. 43. Thou haſt made me 
the Head of the Heathen, of the Nations, or Gen- 
tiles—in general—as the Word properly ſignifies. 
He only could ſay of his Enemies, ver. 41, They 
cried unto the Lord, but he anſwered them not. Da- 
vid's Enemies were Heathens, and looking for 
Help not from the Lord, but from their Idol- 
Gods. But Chriſt's Enemies, the Zews—of whom 
he was ſo ſignally aveng' d after his Reſurrection 
were ſtill looking for Help from the Lord, but 
found it not. An attentive Reader will obſerve 
more Paſſages, Which, in their full and proper 


Senſe, are true of Chriſt only. And indeed, the 


Images, Ideas and Expreſſions, through the whole 
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Pfatin, ate ſo elevated and auguſt, that we cats 
not well doubt but it was—in this Pfalm particu- 
larly—as David aſſures us it was, in the Words 
which immediately follow it, The Spirit of the 
Lord ſpake by me, and his Word was on my Tongue. 
The Word, even the Logos, was all along—in this 
Pſalm, at Ss what belong' d, and was 
to be applied to himſelf, as Incarnate. coming 
in the Form of a 'Servant—ſubmitting to be ſur- 
rounded with the Snares of Death, and the Pains 
bf Hell, but riſing, and being delivered from 
them, while the Earth, ver. 65 i or and trembled 
7 as we are particularly told it did at 
Reſurrection and then gathering to him- 
l a Church among the Nations, and ſo fulfil- 
ling thoſe Words of ver. 49, I will give Thanks 
40 ae among the Nations. Tis Chriſt, plainly; 
| eaks theſe Words: tis he who, in his Body 
the ring oe is till giving Thanks among the Na- | 
tions. 
If theſe Things be ſo, there can be little Doubt; 
frjely, as to the Words which ſtand before theſe 
we have hitherto been conſidering, in the Title of 
this Fſalm, I mean, lamenasseb, lerebed Jabvob, 
ledavid. If Chriſt be the David whom we are to 
conſider as ſpeaking the Words of his Pfalm, 
and for whom it was indited by the Spirit, he 
muſt be alſo vebed Jabvob, and Menazzes + For 
the Words are in Appoſition, in the fame Caſe, and 
therefore are applied to, and mean, the ſame Per- 
ſon. We ſhould make no Doubt of this, if the 
Words were in Latin, or any other Language 
Vittori, Servo Jebouæ, Davidi, qui K And 
why ſhould it not be ſo in Hebrew alſo? Is it be- 
pes the Particle le is not always a Sign of the Da- 
tive, but ſometimes applied to denote the Genitive 
| Cale? I much — chat, if the Inſtances where 


it 
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it is ſuppoſed to be ſo, were duly examined. They 
would then be found to be, perhaps, all of them 
—T know ſome of them are—ſuch Genitives as 
ledavid would be; if it was tranſlated Davidis, on 
Account of his being the Author of a Pſalm, or be- 
cauſe of its being aſcrib*'d to him, as the Compoſer 
of it. But till they are really Datives in the He- 
brew; and only appear like Genitives, from our Man- 
ner of tranſlating them. However ſuppoſing it to 
be ſometimes otherwiſe, yet ſurely it cannot be ſo, 
when the Words, by their Place and Order, appe 
to be in Appoſiticn, and to belong to the ſame Per- 
ſon; as here plainly. they do. This ſeems to aſſure 
us, that Jamenazzez; and lerebed Jabvob, are here 
applied to Chriſt, becauſe ledavid certainly is. A 
Præcentor, or chief Muſician, we may ſafely ſay, 
I think; cannot here be meant; unleſs David him- 
ſelf was the Perſon. He was a Conqueror, indeed, 
and the Servant of the Lord, and ſo the Pſalm 
might well be inſcribed to him; under thoſe Cha- 
 ra#ters, as being a Type of Chriſt. But a chief 
Muſician; I humbly conceive; can have no Place 

here, unleſs the Words be conſtrued. arbitrarily; 
and in a different Manner from what they would 
be in any other Language, or even—in any other 
like Caſe—in the Hebrew.—Now; if lamenazzge3 
here;. cannot be meant of a chief Muſician, but 
muſt be applied to Chrift; ſhould it not be applied 
to, and ſuppoſed to mean Him, in other Places 
alſo? And the ſame I would obſerve. concerning 
tedavid:;—Should not that alſo, in other Places, as 
well as here, be ſuppoſed to include Chriſt, as be- 
ing the Object, or Perſon to whom the Pſalms, 
Where it is pd: ate inſcribed or offered; of 
whom they ſpeak, and whom they repreſent as 
ſpeaking, or doing, or ſuffering according to the 
ſubject Matter 0 9 ? But to Or 50 
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Title of this Pſalm xvili, were a Tt , 

For, Him who giveth the Victory —or, including 
David alſo as the Type; To, or For, the Conqueror — 
T he Servant of the Lord, David, who ſpeaks —the Words 
of this Song, in the Day when the Lord delivers him from 
the Power of all his Enemies, even from the Power of 
the Grave,. I humbly conceive it would not be ill 
_ tranſlated. ho ſpake, in the prophetic Stile, means 
who ſpeaks, or will ſpeak. And ſince Chriſt vouch- 
ſafed to come in the Form of aServant—as the Apoſ- 
tle reminds us, and as the Prophets alſo repreſent 
Him—it was To or For Him—as ſo coming, and 
ſuffering, and in that Way conquering and tri- 
umphing over all his Enemies—that this Pfalm 
was indited and wrote. Through the whole, and 
as far as it may, in any Way, be ſuppoſed to re- 
late to David, he ſtands only as the Type —as re- 
reſenting, or prefiguring by his Deliverances, Vic- 
ia and Conqueſts over the Enemies of God's 
People, Him who was to triumph over Sin and Sa- 
Zan, and be the great Menazze3, or mighty Con- 
ueror of all the Powers of Darkneſs. As to a 
15 pe of him, therefore, lamenagæes alſo may be 
applied to David. And of him it ſeems to have 
been underſtood, in the before named Title of 
pa iv. by the Author of the Syriac Verſion. 
e ſeems to have thought, that Menazzes beneginot 
Fignifies the Conqueror in Troubles, or being in Trou- 
Ble ; and therefore ſays it is a Pſalm of David con- 
cerning his Troubles—as, was before obſerved, un- 
der the Title of Halm iv. | 
In the Title of Pſalm xxii, after lunes ses, we 
have val aijelet haſſubar, which by ſome is ren- 
dered, concerning the Hind of the Morning. And 
in one Senſe, doubtleſs, as Ainſworth obſerves, 
Chriſt may be ſo called, having been hunted down, 
as it were, by the many Dogs that came about bim, 
like an Hind in the Morning. The Words and 
5 ſubject 
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ſubject Matter of the Pſalm, to be ſure, lead our 
Thoughts to him: And by his uſing the firſt 
Words of it on the Croſs, he plainly applied, or 
rather appropriated it to himſelf However, as to 
this Title, I have a ſtrong Suſpicion about that 
Word, that ſtrange Word—Monſtrum verbi, as 
Dr. Hare is pleaſed to call it—I_ mean ęjaluti, in 
ver. 20. To ſay, with Dr. Hare, it is found no 
where elſe, avails nothing: By that Rule 
many other Words may be called Monſtra, 
or ſtrange Words, and ſtruck out of the Bi- 
ble.— imagine, therefore, that the true Senſe, and 
Meaning of aijelet in this Title, will be beſt de- 
termined by that Word ęjaluti; as they ſeem to 
be a-kin, and to have a like Meaning, and Signi- 
fication. And as egjaluti is commonly rendered 
my Might or my Strength; ſo I ſuſpect and ſup- 
poſe, that aijelet haſſabar in the Title, may well 
De render*d, The Strength of the Morning, and re- 
late to Chrift, as being the bright Morning Star, 
or Day-ſpring from on high, as he is called, Lake i. 
78 ; and Him the Dew of whole Birth is of the 
Womb of the Morning, Pſalm cx. 3. This Title, 
therefore, is leading us to contemplate and obſerve, 
here in this Pſalm, the Depth of that Love and 
Condeſcenſion, which made Him humble Him- 
ſelf—in the Way here deſcribed, and even to the 
Death of the Croſs—though he. be azzelet ha/ſazar, 
the bright Morning-Star, and the Day ſpring from 
on high. This ſeems to be the Deſign and Mean- 
ing of the Title; to which, plainly, the ſubject 
Matter of the Pſalm perfectly agrees. Every 
Word of it, almoſt, is ſhewing whom, and what it 
relates to; even Chriſt and his Sufferings, his bitter 
Agony, and ſtrong Crying, and deep Humiliati- 
on—as alſo to. the Glory which ſhall be revealed, 
and be the Conſequence of theſe his Sufferings ; 
On” LS | which 
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which is the Subject of the latter Part of the Pfalm. 
For this—zbis Foy which was ſet before Him—He 
humbled Himfelf: And by His thus humblingHim- 
ſelf,” He became—according to the Title, as it ſtands 
in the Sept. and vulgar Latin ali xn Ute i twink, 
iſceptis Matutina—the Help which cometh by the 
"Morning, or from the Eaft ; agreeably to that De- 
ſcription of the Maſſiab which we have in ai. xli. 
2. The righteous Man from the Eaſt. : 
Before Pſalm xxiv, the Seventy ſeem to have 
read ſo; ething more, in the Copy they tranſlated 
* appears now in our Hebrew Copies; be- 
cauſe the Title of the Pſalm, as they give it, is, 
Pſalm inſcribed 1% David, for the firſt Day of the 
eek. The latter Words of this Title, indeed, 
are ſaid to have been wanting, in ſome antient 
Copies of the Sept. and that has inclin'd ſome to 
E they are an Addition to the Original Eh 
tle, 5 Pe nded on the Few!ſb Practice —of fingin 
ſalm on. the frft Day of the Week. But 
ſeems far more ' probable, that their Practice 
was grounded on this Title, which by Degrees 
| after the Reſurrection of Chrift, and the Regard 
which Chriſtians, for that Reaſon, ſhewed to that 
Day—was dropt from the Hebrew, and ſome Co- 
pics. of the Septuagint alſo. For what ſhould lead 
the ancient Jews to ap ropriate this Pſalm to the 
firſt Day of the Wok if it had not originally 
ſome Tock Title Let us conſider, however, 
what Light it may give us, as to the Deſign and 
le i of the Pſalm.— Our Lord roſe early on 
he firſt Day of the Week, and then, as he was 
Pleaſed to declare, All. Power was given him, both 
in Heaven and Earth. Then, therefore, in the 
Words of ver. 1. The Earth, and all. its Fulneſs, 
was the Lord's. And then too, as'Lord and King 
of A the Fa and Head. over all Things to the 
1085 Church, 
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Church, he began to eſtabliſh that Mountain of the 
Lord's Houſe, which the Prophets ſpeak of; and 
which he founded above the Seas, and ſet it faſt 
above the Floods, ver. 2; where Seas and Floods 
 may-denote—as they do in the Revelations, and 
other Parts of SS. alſo — Kingdoms, and People, 
and Nations, oppoſing the Eſtabliſhment of this 
H. Mountain, and labouring to ſwallow it up like 
a Flood. This, we know, they did; but all in 
vain : For he founded it above the Seas ( val jammim) 
and ſet it faſt above the Floods (val nebarot). It 
was out of their Reach, and above their Power, 
to prevent the Eſtabliſhment of this H. Moun- 
tain. But then to make us conſider, what much 
concerns us — the Queſtion is immediately Put, 
and anſwered in ver. 3—6, Who fhall aſcend into 
this Hill, or H. 8. of the Lord? Even be 
that hath clean Hands, &c. Such an one only may 
hope to partake in the Bleſſings of this holy Moun- 
tain. — Thus, the Deſign of the two firſt Verſes, 
and their Connection with thoſe that follow 
which does not otherwiſe ſo clearly appear —is 
made plain and obvious. And further, as the Re- 
ſurrection of our Lord was to be followed by his 
Aſcenſion, how beautifully will the Pſalm go on, 
in the following Verſes, to point at that alſo, un- 
der the Image of his entring—in Triumph, as it 
were —pitze volam, the everlaſting Doors, or rather, 
perhaps, the Doors of the Age to come; that Age 
or World to come, which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, 

put in Subjection to Chriſt. Theſe Things, 458 
may incline us to believe this Pſalm to be, and 
to have been deſigned to be, the triumphal Song 
S puzs oxBec lv, of the firſt Day of the Week— 
to celebrate the Joy, and the Glories of that Day, 
and the victorious Reſurrection of Him who then 
perth © or was proved, to have all *Power both 


In 


oy 
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* 


in Heaven and Earth; was preparing to eſtabliſh | 


the Mountain of the Lord's Houſe, above the Seas 
and Floods , to aſcend on high, through the everlaſt- 
ing Doors, and ſo to fit, for ever, as King of Glory, 
and Lord of Hoſts. . 

But to the Title of Pſalm xxix. alſo, as it ſtands 


in our Hebrew Copies, the Sept. adds igadis oxnvns, 


for the Going-forth of the Tabernacle — for which 
the learned Dr. Patrick ſays, he can ſee no Foun- 
dation. Not in Things paſt, I ſuppoſe, he means. 
But why ſhould we be always looking at Things 
paſt, in a Book which is manifeſtly, and confeſ- 
ſedly, prophetical? Why may we not ſuppoſe 
ſuch a Title, or Piece of a Title —as this ſeems to 
be to have been loſt, or dropt (as, when it came 
to be not underſtood, it might eaſily be) out of the 
Copy, from whence our preſent Hebrew Copies are 
taken? We cannot affirm, indeed, -that it has been 
ſo: Nor can I offer any ſatisfactory Proof, per- 
haps, for my Conjectures, as to the Deſign and 
Meaning of it. But when we read: Rev, xi. 19, of 
the Opening of a Temple in Heaven—called in Rev, 
xv. 5, the Temple of the Tabernacle—attended with 
Lightnings, and Thunarings and Voices; and find 
ſome Remains of a Title, which ſeems to have 
pointed at ſome ſuch Thing, it need not be alto- 


gether rejected, or ſet aſide, as deſerving no Re- 
gard, or Notice. It may be of ſome Ute in help- 


ing us, perhaps, to look with more Devotion and 


| Reverence, even upon this awful Pſalm. At all 
Times and upon all Occaſions, indeed, The Voice 
"of the Lord is a glorioys Voice: But moſt of all 


awful and glorious, we may be ſure, it will be, on 


the Occaſion pointed at in the Revelations. If you 


ask, what that Occaſion is—I freely own, I cannot 


tell. But whatever it is, and whether it be paſt 
aer future, it is plain the Potentates of the Earth 


will 


Sy 


r 
will be much concerned in it; and to them the 
Pſalm is directed, even by the inf] | whey Author of 
of it, ver. 1. And ſince it is the ſame Spirit which 
ſpeaks, both in the Revelations, and in the Pſalms, 
let it not be thought a Thing incredible, or with- 
out Foundation, to ſuppoſe him pointing at the 
ſame Things in both. — Whatever the Occaſion is, 
or whether it be paſt or future, I ſaid: For the 
Author of the Arabic Verſion intitles this Pſalm, 
A Prophecy of the Incarnation But what? A Pro- 
phecy of the Incarnation! What could lead him 
to think it ſuch ? Not the ſubje& Matter of the 
Pſalm, to be ſure, as we have been uſed to take 
it. But might it not be this Title, as it is given 
us by the Seventy, from whom he is ſuppoſed to 
have tranſlated? The Word uſed by St. Fobn, 
when | he ſpeaks of the Incarnation is £0 XIVWOE, 
Hie tabernacled among us: And the Author of 
this Verſion, poſſibly, might think the Words of 
this Title were pointing that Way. He might 
ſuppoſe too, that t Fahveh, the Voice of the 
Lord, in this Pſalm, denotes the Logos, and that 
the wonderful Effects there aſcribed to it, are Fi- 
gures, Images, or Emblems, of, and pointing at 
the wonderful Things which were done by that 
bleſſea Word, or Voice of the Lord, when he dwelt 
—or tabernacled—among us here on Earth ; and in 
in which the Potentates, or mighty Ones of the 
Earth, to be ſure, were, and are, and will be, 
much concerned. I ſpeak this upon the Suppoſi- 
tion of his taking his Title, from the Title in the 
Septuagint. But after all, might it not be from 
ſome antient Hebrew Title, which ſaid the Pfalm 
was on the Going-forth of The Shecinah ? If it 
| was, we need not be ſurprized at his calling it 

A Prophecy of the Incarnation : For the Sbecinab, 
doubtleſs, was the Logos, or Chriſt, And indeed, 
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| the Greek 02013, and ou, ſeem to have been 
formed from the Hlebret Word Jacan, to inhabit, — 
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which is the Root of Shechinab—as they who under- 
ſtand both Languages; I preſume; will allow; The Se- 
venty themſelves; might take their E dis 
enn, from ſome Hebrew. Title; which ſaid the 
Pſalm related to the Going-forth- of The Shecinab; 


as ſuppoſing - that the Greek. aun anſwered, in 


fome Meaſure; to the Hebrew Sbecinab, as it really 
does. But theſe Things will—by many, tis like 
be looked upon as far fetched, and to have lit- 


| tle or no Foundation. And yet, methinks; they 


deſerve Attention, and may well lead ſuch as are 
able to enquire further into this Matter. They 
will | find St. Auguſtin, | in a particular; encou⸗ 
raging and aſſiſting their Enquiries, by his ſuppo- 


ſing the Voice of the Lord, here, to mean Cbriſt, 


and the Power of his Spirit, in Silling the Mad- 
neſs of the People, and humbling vb talleſt Ce- 
dars of Lebanon, or—the proudeſt Hearts of the 
moſt lofty among the Sons of Men. 1105. 


* 
* 


Im the Title of P falm xxx. we have both mizmer 
and r: Of which: I have before obſerved; that 


mizmor ſeems to be — in general — a Pſalm, or 
Hymn, which might or might not be. ſung; but 
Ir denotes it to have been ſung, and deſigned for 


that Purpoſe: This Title, therefore; 1 would 


render, as I have before intimated, a Pſaim which 
was a Soug—or ſung—af ibe Initiation of the Houſe: 
However, by this Huitiation, as the Word 3a- 


nurtut is uſed to be render d, I would ſuppoſe: to 


be meant the renewing of the Plalmiſt's Cuſtom of 
viliting the Houſe: Which, likewiſe; I would fup- 
poſe: (as the Talmudiſts do) tol ſignify, emphatically; 


not in Regimine, as M. Gouſſet obſerves,, and ſo 
cannot regularly be joined with ledavid, or * 
| the 


/ 


te 
the Houſe of David. In David's Time, indeed, it 
Was only a Tabernacle ; but yet in P/alm xxvii, 4: 
he plainly calls it the Houſe of the Lord. And as 
the P/alm ſpeaks of his ing heaPd, I would un- 
derſtand Zanuccat here; as I ſaid -in a Senſe ſome- 
thing different, indeed, but yet analagous, I think, 
tb its allow'd Signification ; I mean—as denoting 
this Renewing of his Prafice, of going to worſhip 
in the Sanctuary; and that the Title implies, his 
bringing with him this devout Hymn; to be ſung 
as a Thankſgiving for his Healing and Recovery 
from ſome dangerous Sickneſs. This ſeems to 
have been the Occaſion of the Pſalm : In which, 
however, according to St. Auguſtin; David is ſtill 
a typical Perſon. For, ſays he, totus Chriſtus (hic) 
loquitur, i. e. Chriſt is here ſpeaking, in his myſtical 
Body, the Church, whoſe Thankfulrieſs, for its be- 
ing delivered from the Pit, and reſtored to a State 
of Incorruption and Immortality, at the Reſurrec- 
tion, is here deſcribed and expreſſed in this Pſalm. 
And in this View, it may truly be ſtyled, a Pſalm 
for the Initiation, Dedication, or Firſt-entring of 
the Church into the Houfe—or heav'nly Taber- 
nacle—of the Lord. The Occafion of it, nevers 
theleſs, might be what I have ſaid. It might be 
compoſed by David, as a thankful Acknowledg- 
ment,. from himſelf, firſt of all - of the Mercy 
which had then, as it were; brought his Soul out of 
Hell, and kept his Life from them that go doton to 
the Pit. And for this Reaſon, I conceive, he in- 
ſerib'd it ledavid; not only to - denote his being 
the Author of it, but alſo his offering, or preſent- 
ing it,—as a Sacrifice and Pfalm of 1 
to the Beloved of his Soul, the myſtical Daui 
tis great Root and Offspring, Chriſt: whom ver. 
11, repreſents him praying to as his yozer, his 
Helper, Mediator, of Advocate for ſo the Word 
_— EL properly 
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rly fignifies.* And through him, alſo, all 
the Faithful ſhewed themſelves 4 hope for Ac- 
ceſs, by praying, or invoking beſem Fabvob, * 
the Name N the Lord, which denotes Chriſt; 
appears from many Places of Scripture, and * 
ticularly from Jai. xxx. 27, where the Name - 
the Lord is evidently ** to ſignify 4 Perſon, an 
means Chriſt.— But of this more hereafter. 

Before Fſalm xxxii, and ſome others, we have 
the Word majeil — ouviotws Seventy, Intellectus, 
Vulg—which in theſe Titles ſeems to denote, not 
only @ Leſſon of Inſtruction, or a Pſalm which 
teaches Prudence and ſpiritual Wiſdom ; but alſo a 
Pſalm, which will exerciſe, and try the ſpiritual 
Wiſdom, Prudence and Judgement, of ſuch as. 

take it in Hand. It ſeems to be ſaying to us, an 
unwiſe Man doth not well confider this, and a Fool 
doth not underſtand it: but whoſo is wiſe will pon- 
der theſe Things, and they ſhall underſtand the Lo- 
ving-kindueſs of the Lord —as ſet forth, and repre- 
ſented, in theſe Pſalms, Tis like that 3 
tion, Rev. xiii. 8. Here is Wiſdom! let him that 
bath Underſtanding count the Number.— And ſo here, 
let him that hath Underſtanding ſhew it, — 
making the proper Uſe, and reaping all 
2 Profit and Inſtruction, which dnn Palm 

or | 

I paſs over the Title of Pſalm xxxiv, as being 
altogether hiſtorical, and only pointing out the 
Occaſion, on which it is nota to have been 
wrote 3 of which, however, the Syriac Verſion 

ves a different Account. 
The Title of P/alm xxxvi. is lamenazzgh, levebed” 
Jabwob, ledavid, in the fame Words, and, as I 
conceive, to be underſtood, and applied, in the 


* See Harris Eday on Ila. 53, Diſſert, 1/f, like 
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like Way, with the former Part of the Title of 
_ Pſalm xviii, with Relation to which I have there, I 
hope, ſufficiently explained my Meaning. 
Before Pſalm xxxviii, and Pſalm hex alfo, we 
have lehazcir, which the Seventy render by eis ad- 
ynow, for a Remembrance. But in the Title of 
Pſalm Ixx, they add that the Lord may ſave me : 
deſigning this, I conceive, for an wg of 
what they ſuppoſed to be meant by /zhazcir, and 
of what they intended by their sie ayauynou; 
even the ſame which the Angel intended, when he 
told Cornelius, that his Prayers were come up for 4 
Memorial before God—that they had obtained Mer- 
cy for him, and gained him a favourable Remem- 
brance, or Acceptance before God. And if this 
be all that is meant by lebacir, and #s arapmynouy, 
it ſufficiently denotes theſe Pſalms to be peniten- 
tial, and deprecatory, as P/alm xxxviii. has been 
always ſtyled, and Pſalm Ixx. alſo may well be al- 
low'd to be. But, I conceive, to take in the full 
Senſe of theſe Words, we muſt ſuppoſe them to 
mean, ſomething like what is implied in our Lord's 
Words, when he commands us to. celebrate the 
Euchariſt bis 277 s arzuynou—il Remembrance 
of him. For this @r@urnos here, we know, does 
not ſignify a bare Remembrance; but à recognizing, 
owning and acknowledging, Chriſt, as our Lord 
The Lord that bought us; and with whom, as ſuch, 
we then renew our Covenant, promiſing and vowing 
to ſerve and obey Him as our Lord and our God 
all the Days of our Lives. Do this ess m1y s 
eraumou, ſays Chrift: i. e. Do this as a Token, 
a Teſtimony, and & Confeſſion, that you are 
« my purchaſed ' Poſſeſſion, and Servants ;. thoſe 
«© whom I have redeemed, and bought with a Price, 
e that they ſhould not henceforth. live unto tem- 
EE % ſelves 
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de ſelves, but unto me their Redeemer, and 


$ Lord.“ Thus we are to underſtand the Word 

&rapvnos in the Command which relates to 2e 
Lord's Supper.—And in this Senſe, we may obſerve 
by the Way, it is uſed by the Apoſtle alſo, when 


he ſays, Heb. x. 3, there is a Remembrance—a Con- 
feſſion, or Acknowledgment, i. e. — of Sins made 

every Year. —A Pſalm, therefore, which is intitled 

lebaxcir, Els aAvMprvnouw is ſuppoſed to be a Pſalm 


in which, by adoring and worſhipping God, in an 
humble Confeſſion and Acknowledgment of our 
being his Creatures and Servants, we implore his 
Mercy, and beg Forgiveneſs for aur Sins—or Pro- 
tection from his Providence, and Deliverance from 


any Calamities' or Dangers. 

The Title of Pſalm xxxix. is lamenezze3, liditun; 
or, according to the marginal Keri, kdutun—which 
our Tranſlation renders, To the chief - Mufician, 
even to Feduthun. Now, tis true, there is ſuch a 
Perſon as Feduthun (or Fedutun—in Dr. Hare's 
Way of writing it) mention'd in Scripture, and as 
one of the chief Singers: And to him our Tran- 
flation ſuppoſes this, and Pſalm lxii, and Pſalm 
bexvii. alſo, to be directed. But yet—whatever 
Part he might have in ſinging, or in directing the 
Manner of ſinging theſe Pfalms—as I think we 
have, at leaſt, probable Reaſons to ſuppoſe, that 
lamenaxes points at ſomething more than 4 chief 
Muſician: and as before ' Pſalm Ixii. it is wrote 
nal jedutun, and before Pſalm Ixxvii. val jeditun, 
which will by no Means bear this rendring 1 Je- 
duthun, but ſignifies, as the Seventy have render'd 
it, dip, i. e. on, or upon, or concerning, it may 


lead us to conſider, whether this Word jeditun, or 
jedutun, be not (in theſe Titles, both in the Keri 


and Cetib) through ſome Miſtake or other, wrong 
pointed and wrote ? In ſhort, whether inſtead of 
i OO Jeditun 
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jeditun in one Word —it was not originally wrote 
in two, jad *tan, the ſtrong, or mighty Hand. 
Dr. Hare, indeed, endeavours to ſolve the Diffi- 
culty, by ſuppoſing Jedutun here, to denote, not 
the Singer who was ſo call'd, but a muſical In- 
ſtrument, which took its Name from him. I ſhall 
leave the Buſineſs of a muſical Inſtrument, taking 
its Name from this Feduthun, to be conſidered by 
others, and only obſerve, that he ſays alſo, it is 
manifeſt — as indeed it will be, to thoſe who 
compare the Places—that this Feduthun, is the 
ſame with him who is elſewhere called Etban. 1 
would ask, therefore, whether we may not rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe, that his Name was originally 
wrote jr, which by Degrees—when the He- 
brew was without Points through Miſtakes of 
Tranſcribers, might eaſily come to be wrote, as 
we find it, ſometimes jeditun, ſometimes jedutun, 
and ſometimes - with the two firſt Letters dropt 
Etan or Ethan. This ſeems to be no improbable 
Account of the different Ways of Writing his 
Name: For that, ſurely, was but one, though it 
be now ſo differently wrote. And if this was the 
Caſe, we have the Letters of jad gtan here, in 
theſe Titles, and need not think ourſelves bound 
by the Maſoretical Ways of pointing them, but 
may read them ſo, as to give the Prepoſition val 
its proper Conſtruction. —* Tis true, this is {till no- 
thing but ſuppoſing and conjecturing: But I am 
willing to allow it ſome little Pretence to Proba- 
bility, becauſe it helps us to a very good Meaning 
of theſe Titles, and ſuch as is highly agreeable to 
Pſalm lxii, and Ixxvii, and to this xxxixth alſo, 
For ſuppoſing it to have been wrote originally 
val jad etan, to Senſe and Meaning of the Title 


is, To him that giveth the Victory, on. his ſtrong, or 
mighty hand; that Hand, which is able to kill and 10 


mare 
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make alive, to ſave and to deftroy. And of this 
mighty Hand, the Pfalmiſt is ſpeaking, ver. 11, 


am conſumed by Means of thy heavy Hand, or, 


according to our Bible Tranſlation, br the Blow of 
thine Hand, mittigrat jadeca, Hebr.—But ſtill it 
be ſaid, in this Pſalm xxxix, it is not val jedi- 
run, but lun! z and _the Seventy alſo, do here 
read, not ü rep, but 0 Id ub. Let it be ob- 
ſerved, however, that they read, not Id ue, but 
Ibn; and that may be xeconciied with the Con- 
far a of its being originally wrote lejad etan, at 
And then it may be in Appoſition to lame- 
nasse, and be rendered, To him that giveth the 
Vitory, To the mighty Hand. To Him, i. e. 
whoſe Character is, The Man of thy right Hand, 
and the Son of Man whom thou madeſt ſo ſtrong for 
thyſelf. 

Before Pſalm xlii, after lamenazzgi, there fol- 
lows Majeil, libne Koraz. This may be rendered, 
4 Leſſon of Instruction, for the Sons of Korab : And 

em, in theſe Titles of the Pſalms, may be 
meant, perhaps (not any Singers that were of the 
Sons of Korah, but) the Sons of Rebellion, Sedition, 
and Schiſm — thoſe: who rebelled againſt David, 
and deprived him of the Pleaſure of worſhipping 
in the Sanctuary, which, in this Pſalm, he ſo pal- 
fionately deſires : And alſo—in a prophetical View 
—all that oppoſe themſelves to Chrift, and his 
Goſpel, that will not have him #o reign over them ; 
in like Manner as Korah and his Company oppoſed 
themſelves to Moſes, and refuſed Submiſſion to 
him. This Pfalm, particularly, is a very good 
Leſſon of Inſtruction for ſuch as theſe, as it re- 
preſents the Comforts, and the Joy, which a truly 
wiſe and good Man will find, in the Bleſſing of 
Communion with Chriſt, and his Church—how he 
pants after them, even as the Hart panteth ger 
Fe 


171 
tde Water-Brooks. David's Baniſnment from the 
Sanctuary might be the Occaſion of Writing this 
Pſalm—as the Syriac Verſion ſuppoſes— but this 
ſeems rather to confirm the Conjecture, which, 
from the Subject Matter of this, and ſome other 
Pſalms, which are thus entitled libne Karas, 1 
think, may well be form'd: viz. That thoſe 
Words carry an Alluſion, and are pointing at the 
Sons of Rebellion, Sedition, and Schiſm : And that 
our looking at them in this View, might help. us 
to a more perfect Underſtanding of thoſe Pſalms. 
This, in its proper Place, I ſhall endeavour to 
make appear, with reſpect to Pſalm Ixxxvii: Only 
adding here, that the Author of the Arabic Ver- 
ſion intitles this P/alm xlii, pro Judæis qui lagſi 
ſunt, for the fallen Fes; which, ſurely, is not 
_ unfavourable to this Conjecture. 
In the Title of P/alm xlv. they ſeem to judge 
beſt, who ſuppoſe that the Maſorites are leading us 
wrong, by their Manner of pointing and reading 
JojJanuim. For, ſurely, it ſhould be pointed, an 
read, as a Participle of the Verb Janah, to change, 
repeat, or renew, with the Abbreviation of the 
Pronoun ajer prefixed. In this we find the Read- 
ng of the Sept. and Vulg. for them that are cban- 
+ ged: Which may denote, thoſe who are ſo chang d, 
and ſo renewed in the Spirit of their, Mind, as to 
become new Creatures, or true and living Mem- 
bers of the Church, and Spouſe of Chri/t. To 
him, plainly, the Author of the Syriac Verſion 
ſuppoſed this Pſalm to relate, when he intitled it 
concerning the Church, and the glorious Power of 
the Lord; who, ſurely, muſt be the King here ſpo- 
ken of, and for whole Love theſe Renewed- ones, 
under various Figures, are here called upon to 
prepare themſelves. Theſe ſeem to be the Children, 
particularly, which are ſpoken of ver. 17, * 
| e 
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he ſhall make Princes in all Lands; who ſhall reigit 
with him, i. e. and judge the Nations. Theſe alſo 
ſeem to be called upon, ver. 10, 11. — under the 
Figure of the Daughter f Zion, ſurely, and not 
of Pharaoh—to forget their own People, and their 
Fathers Houſe, all earthly and wotldly Things, i. e. 
for the Love of Chrift, and that he may have Plea- 
ſure in them. And hence it is, I conceive, that 
the Title calls it ir jedidot, A Song of Loves—as it 
8 the ſpiritual Marriage, and tbe Love 
which there is between Chriſt, and his Church. 
Hence alſo, it ſeems to be intitled majcil libns Ko- 
rab, a Leſſon of Inſtruction for the Sons of Ko- 
rab the Sons of Schiſm, or Rebellion — as it re- 
preſents that Happineſs and Glory of the Renewed- 
ones, which they will forfeit, if they perſiſt in 
their Rebellion and Oppoſition to Chrift. It ſays 
to them, particularly, Vboſo is wiſe will ponder 
theſe Things, and beware —leſt he be cut off, and 
excluded from the Loving-kindneſs of the Lord. 
 —As to Pſalm Ix. where we have uu in the /in- 
gular Number, and Pſalm Ixix, where there is Jo/an- 
aim, and both of them with the Yau inferted— 
(which it is ſaid deſtroys the Notion of its being 
derived from the before-named Verb) I anſwer, 
that the Seventy, in both Places, render in the 
fame Way, and ſo miay be preſumed to have read 
. the Word in the fame Way as here, or without 
the Yau; which, therefore, we may well ſuppoſe, 
has fince crept in, through the Miſtakes of Fr: 
ſcribers. And let me add, that the Title—which, 
as it is commonly read and underſtood, ſeems to 
be of no Signification—will, in this Way, be of 
ſome Uſe, and may help us to underſtand; and ex- 
plain theſe Pſalms : Eſpecially, if to the Idea of 
| Renewed-ones, we add that of Returning-ones, 
(which, ſurely; a Participle of the Verb, /anah, 


- 
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will bear) and underſtand by them, not only thoſe 
who return from the Error of their Ways, but 
thoſe 1/raelites alſo, who ſhall one Day return to 

their own Land, when God ſhall bring them again 
o their own. Border, and he that ſcatter*d Iſrael ſhall 

gather him — as the SS. of the Prophets plainly 
teach us He will. — And this, poſſibly, may be 
what we are to underſtand by the Word vedut be- 
fore Pſalm 1x. and Ixxx. It is denoting them to 
be a Teſtimony, or written for thoſe that come after. 
This ſeems to be the Caſe in Pſalm Ix. particularly, 
where we have alſo in the Title, lelammed, deno- 
ting it to be a Pfalm for teaching, or for the In- 
ſtruction of thoſe that come after; and where 
v. 2. ſeems to point at the Time when God ſhall 
ariſe to ſhake terribly the Earth; when he will give 
a Token, v. 4. for ſuch as fear him — that his belo- 
ved ones may be delivered, v. 5. And in the like 
Way St. Auguſtin, and St. Hilary, ſeem to have 
thought the following Verſes capable of being in- 
terpreted ; which, whether the Occaſion of the 
Pſalm was what is mentioned there, in the latter 
Part of that Title, or not, will not ſeem very far 

out of the Way, if we remember how uſual it is 
in the Prophets, to repreſent the Enemies of Chriſts 
Church, by thoſe ancient Enemies of God's Peo- 

ple, which are mentioned there, in thoſe Verſes. 

In the Title of Pſalm xlvi. we have val valamot, 
the Deſign and Meaning of which I have before 
endeavour'd to explain, under the Title of Pſalm ix. 
Here, therefore, I need only obſerve, that this 
Pſalm xlvi. ſeems to prove, what I there ſuppoſed, 
that he Seventy have rightly tranſlated it, vg TOY 
KpuPuwy, concerning hidden, or ſecret Things ; be- 
cauſe it manifeſtly points at Things which not only 
then were, but will be, in a great Meaſure, ſecret, 
even till the End of the World. It is inſcribed la- 
Y | G6 nuit na B, 
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menazzth, to Him that giveth the Victory — who 
is gone forth conquering, and to conquer. And 
as to its Uſe, the Title further tells us, it is for tbe 
Sous of Koraz, i. e. as I ſuppoſe, for thoſe Sons of 
Rebellion, who are continually, in ſeveral Ways, 
oppoſing Chriſt and His Kingdom. And with 
| reſpect to theſe, I apprehend, it tells us, that not- 

withſtanding all the Stir they make, or — in the 

Words of v. 6. — tho' the Heathen rage, and the 
Kingdoms are moved, the Lord will utter bis Voice, 
and the Earth ſhall melt away. And again, v. . 
He will make Wars to ceaſe, — breaking the Bow, 
and cutting the Spear in ſunder, and burning the © 
Chariots in the Fire. Whether any ſignal Victory, 


at that Time, might give Occaſion to the Writing 


this Pſalm, we cannot ſay. But whatever the Oc- 
caſion was, manifeſt it is, that the holy Penman 
was moved by the Spirit, to write in ſuch a Man- 
ner as leads us to underſtand his Words, concerning 
thoſe ſecret Things, which ſhall be made manifeſt, 
when the Glory of the Lord ſhall be revealed; when 
he ſhall gather all Nations to Battle, and then — 
finally — make Wars to ceaſe in all the World. In 
a Prophetic View of this Time, ſo full of Confu- 
ſion, Danger and Trouble, the Pſalmiſt begins, 
God is our Refuge — v. 1. Therefore will we not fear 
ibo the Earth be moved — v. 2. tho' the Waters 
thereof rage and ſwell — v. 3. Theſe will be trouble- 
ſome and dangerous Times, indeed ; but yet, ſays 
V. 4. The River, or Torrent, of theſe Floods ſhall 
make glad the City of God; they lead to thoſe bleſ- 
ſed Times, when it will appear that God is in the 
Mid ſt of ber — v. 5. when He will be exalted in the 
Nations, and over all the Earth — v. 10. Theſe, 
or ſuch Things as theſe, I humbly conceive,, are 
valamot, the ſecret Things, which the Title points 
at, and bids us be looking for, in this . 
N e 
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The Title of Pſalm l. is Mizmor leaſap, which is 
ſuppoſed to ſignify, that A/aph the Seer, or ſome 
other of that Name, was the Author of the Pſalm, 
And, indeed, we may conclude, from 2 Chron. xxix. 
30. that Aſaph the Seer did compoſe ſome Pſalms, 
or Hymns, which were ſung in the Temple in 
Hezekiab's Time — or, at leaſt, that there were 
ſome ſung there, which then were thought to be 
his, from their having his Name thus prefixed in 
the Title. But be it ſo ; let him be ſuppoſed to 
have been the Author; yet ſtill this leaſap, like 
ledavid, may have a double Signification, or Mean- 
ing; and ſuppoſed to be pointing out both the 
Author, and the Subject ot the Pſalm. In ſhort, 
I ſuſpect; that before the Maſoretical Rules of Point- 
ing were invented, it might mean the ſame with 
what they would now point and read leoſep, which 
ſignifies for the Gathering, and ſo denotes the 
Pſalm to be for, or concerning, that Gathering of 
the People to God, which is manifeſtly the Subject 
of it. For it repreſents, v. 1.—4. the Lord co- 
ming forth, and calling to the Heavens, and to the 
_ Earth, that He may judge His People. It ſays ex- 
preſly, v. 5 Gather My Saints together unto Me, 
thoſe that have made a Covenant with Me with Sa- 
crifice. It reminds us, however, in-the following 
Verſes, not to reſt in that, or any outward Forms 
of Godlineſs, but to labour after the inward Spirit 
and Power thereof — to ſacrifice Praiſe, and order 
our Converſation aright — if we expect to find the 
Salvation of God, or be gather'd among His Saints. 
Such is the Subject Matter of the Pſalm — and 
may we not then ſuſpect, at leaſt, that tis point- 
ed at in this Title, /eaſap z eſpecially if Dr. Hare 
| Judges right, as he ſeems to do, when he ſays, that 
el elohim belongs to the Title, and ſhould be ren- 
der'd d Deum. If this be allow'd, there ſeems to 
TH 5 G 3 remain 
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remain little Room for Doubting, as to the Mean- 
ing of the Title. We may, then, almoſt venture 
to affirm, it is as I ſuppoſed. — For the Gathering 
(of the People) el elobim, unto God. If it does 
denote Aſaph to have been the Author, yet, con- 
ſidering the Subject Matter of the Pſalm, we may 
well ſuppoſe it has this Meaning alſo. And 
- As to the other Pfalms alſo, which are thus in- 
ſcribed leaſap; by underſtanding the Word in this 
Way, and including, at leaſt, this Meaning, we 
may find ourſelves better able, perhaps, to diſcern 
the Spirit and Views in which they are wrote. In 
Pſalm Ixxviti, particularly, I conceive, we may 
find this to be true. It is inſcribed Maje!l, leaſap; 
and if this were render*d, or ſuppoſed to mean, 
an Inſtruction, for the Gathering — or, a Pſalm, 
which may - employ our Thoughts, and teach us 
Wiſdom, in relation to the Gathering — of the 
People unto God; ſhould we not more readily. 
perceive the true Deſign and Meaning of that 
 Pfalm? It is, as v. 4. and 6. remind us, ledor 
azaron, for the Uſe of the latter Generation — that 
they may not be as their Forefathers, a faithleſs 
and ſtubborn Generation, but put their Truſt in God, 
v. 7, 8. ſtriving thus to become meet to be rec- 
| Koned among the People of God, and haſten that 
Time, when He that ſcatter*d Jſrael ſhall gather him. 
The Way in which it leads them to this is, by 
pointing out what God did for their Forefathers, 
and how he puniſhed them alſo, for their Backſli- 
dings. By theſe Things they are both encourag'd 
to hope in his Mercies, and 5 to beware of thoſe 
Backſlidings, which have hitherto hindered him 
from awaking for their Deliverance. - But yet, in 
his own good Time, he will thus awake; which 
the Prophet foreſeeing in the Spirit, ſpeaks of it 
as a Thing done, v. 65 ; /o the Lord awoke—which, 
Ws | ſurely, 
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ſurely, cannot relate to, or at leaſt, does not relate 
only to, any Thing then, or as yet done, becauſe 
of thoſe Words, He put them to a perpetual Shame, 
which ſeem to point at that final Shame—that yer- 
pat yolam—which will be pour'd forth on all the + 
Enemies of Chriſt. If we conſider theſe Things, 
I think, we cannot doubt of the Deſign and Uſe 
of the Pſalm. —And as to its Author, if we ob- 
ſerve what follows in the three laſt Verſes of it, 
we may, perhaps, ſee Reaſon to ſuppoſe, that 
not any Aſaph, but—David himſelf was the Au- 
thor of it. Had it been any other, he would have 
been ſpoke of there, I conceive, in another Man- 
ner. He fed them—lays v. 72, particularly 
cetom libbo, according to the Integrity, or Since- 
rity of his Heart, and he ruPd, or led them bete- 
bunot cappav, in the Underſtanding of his Hands; 
or as well and wiſely as he was able, and according 
to the. beſt of his Judgment. Do not theſe ſeem 
to be the Words of a Man ſpeaking modeſtly of 
himſelf ? They have that Appearance, I think; 
and therefore may incline us to ſuſpect, that it 
really was David, by whom the Spirit of the Lord 
ſpake in this Pſalm.— As to thoſe Words, v. 61, 
He deliver d their Power into Captivity, and their 
Glory into the Enemies Hands, they ſeem to be 
meant of God's delivering the Ark into the Hands 
of the Philitines, as not long before David's Time 
he had done. Or if that, or any other Expreſſi- 
on in the Pſalm, looks further, and points at their 
after Captivities and Troubles, why may it not 
be ſuppoſed that David points at them here, by 
the Spirit of Prophecy, as we know Moſes did in 
his Song, Deut. xxxii ? David, we are aflur'd, did 
ipeak and write in the Spirit of Prophecy : And 
therefore there is no Need of looking for any 
other Author in this, or any of the Pſalms, which 
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ſpeak of Things done after his Time. He, as 
well as any Aſaph that can be nam'd, might be 

the Prophet who penn'd the Pſalms which are in- 
ſerib'd leaſap, in particular: For they, all of them, 
are looking beyond the Times of any Aſaph that 
we find mentioned in Scripture : And ſo muſt have 
been wrote in the Spirit of Prophecy, whoever is 
ſuppoſed to be the Author of them. And indeed, - 
moſt of them, or rather all, and ev'ry one of them, 
ſeem to point at the Gathering of the People unto 
God: And two of them in the Septuagint, vis. 


.  P/al. Ixxvi, and Ixxx, have after leaſap, for the 


Aſſyrian ; which, if we compare ſome Paſſages in 
the Prophet 1aiah, may be found not a little to 
favour this Conjecture. The Paſſages I refer to 
are Jai. xi. 11—16, and xix. 234—25, and xxx. 31, 
and xxxi. 8. Theſe Paſſages in the Prophet will 
be found, I believe to point at this Gathering of 
the People unto God. And if they do, the Sep- 
tuagint's for the Aſſyrian, after leaſap, ſeems in a 
ood Meaſure, to determine its Deſign and 
leaning. e n 

If it be objected, that theſe Pſalms, which are 
thus inſcrib'd leaſap, appear to relate to different 
Times, as being wrote ſome in the Spirit of Ex- 
ultation, Triumph and Joy, while others of them 
are in a very different Way, and expreſs little but 
a Senſe of Fear, and Danger and fad Complaints. 
I anſwer, that this need not hinder us from believing 
them all to point at the ſame bleſſed Time; be- 
cauſe the Prophets, and' even our Lord Himſelf, 
have taught us to think, that the Times immedi- 
ately preceding it, will be Times of much Wick- 


edneſs and Trouble. Hence it is, I conceive, that 


theſe Pſalms are wrote in ſuch a different Style and 
Manner. For when the Spirit repreſented to the 
Prophet — whoever he was — the extreme Vio- 
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lence and Wickedneſs of thoſe immediately pre- 
cedin Times, then his Soul was grieved, and 
the Pſalm is full of Fears, and ſad Complaints. 
But at other Times, when he was enabled to look 
beyond this dark Scene, and beheld the Glory 

which will follow, then his Heart rejoic'd, and he 
ws in the Spirit of Exultation and Triumph. 
In the former Way, or under a prophetic View of 
thoſe ſad preceding Times, we may ſuppoſe him 
Writing, P/al. Ixxiii, Rxiv, Ixxvii, Ixxix, Ixxx, 
Ixxxii, and Ixxxiii: But P/al. Ixxv, Ixxvi, and 
Ixxxi, are wrote in the Spirit of Triumph and 
Joy; as looking beyond thoſe ſad Times, and cal- 
ling us to behold, through Faith, the Glory which 
ſhall be reveaPd. If we conſider theſe Pſalms in 
this Way, I am perſuaded, they will all be found 
to anſwer, and agree well with that Senſe of this 
Title leaſap which is here propoſed. 

But to proceed—P/al. li. is inſcrib'd 8 
mizmor ledavid To him that giveth the Victory, an 
Hymn to the Beloved. For theſe I would ſuppoſe to 
| bel the Words of David himſelf, inſcribing the Pſalm 
to the beloved of his Soul—Him that gave him the 
Victory, and made him a more than Conqueror, 
by enabling him to ſee his Sin, and conquer him-- 
Lic with all thoſe evil Affections, which had 
blinded his Eyes, and hindered him from offer- 
ing his penitential Supplications ſooner. For the 
latter Part of the Title, I doubt not, gives a true 

Account of the Occaſion. However, having be- 
wail'd and implor'd Mercy for his Sin, as à Peni- 
tent, in the 10 rmer Part of this Pſalm; we find 
him reſtor'd to the Honour of 4 Prophet, before 
the Concluſion of it. For even here, in the latter 
Part of the Pſalm, he writes, I conceive, in the 
Spirit of Prophecy : And having ſet us a Pattern, 
in moving and affecting Words, of preſent- 


ing 


. 1 
ing that Sacrifice which ev'ry one has but too 
much Reaſon to offer, and which God will not de- 
ſpiſe, he ſays, I think, —not build thou, but 
tibneb Thou wilt build the Walls of Feru- 
ſalem of the new and heav*nly Feruſalem, ſure, it 
means. The next Words ſeem to prove it—Then 
ſhalt thou be pleas'd with the Sacrifices of Righteouſ- 
meſs : Even thoſe better Sacrifices of juſt Men made 
Perfect, and rejoicing in the Kingdom and Glory 
of God, but which were then—for the Time pre- 
ſent, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks—ſhadowed out and re- 
preſented, and therefore expreſs'd and deſcrib'd 
ea by thoſe Burnt-Offerings, whole Burnt-Of- 
ferings, and Bullocks, which they were then com- 
manded to offer upon his Altar; even as the new 
Feruſalem was by the City which was then called 
by that Name.—Thus did the good Spirit of God 
begin to reviſit his Heart, and refreſh it again with 
the Proſpect of that bleſſed Hope, of which at 
'other Times, he ſhews himſelf to have had the 
moſt lively Expectations, and enlarged Views. And 
indeed, he found ſome Way or other, upon all 
Occaſions, to be pointing at it ; as not only this, 
but the next Pſalm alſo, will prove, I conceive, to 
thoſe who attentively conſider it. For 

The Title of that Pſal. lii. is lamenazzg3 maſeil 
——which—whether or no it was compos'd on the 
Occaſion mention'd in the latter Part of this Title 
—ſhews it, in my poor Opinion, to look beyond 
the Occaſion, and to have been wrote in the Spirit 
of Prophecy. St. Auguſtin, and St. Hilary, at leaſt, 
ſuppos'd it was: And if it were not, it wou'd 
never have found a Place, ſurely, in this Book of 
divine Songs, fitted for, and conſtantly uſed by, 
both the Jewiſß and Chriftian Church, in their 
moſt ſolemn Offices of Devotion. Doubtleſs, 


therefore, it is a maſcil, in the before- mention'd 


Senſe of that Word. It will exerciſe, and it 


will 
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will reward, our fpiritual Diſcernment and Wiſ- 
dom, in conſidering it, according to the Inten- 
tion of that Spirit by which it was wrote. As 
Doeg, or whoever was pointed at by that Word, 
hagibbor, which we render O mighty Man! ſtands 
for a Type of ev'ry one who ſtrengthens himſelf in 
bis Wickedneſs, ſo the Prophet in ver. 5, declares 
the Doom of ev'ry ſuch Man; God will deftroy 
him for ever, take him away, pluck him out of the 
Tent, and root him out of the Land of the Living. 
Theſe Words, plainly, are not meant—only, if at 
all—of preſent Calamities, or Death. Not onh 
the Tent, abſolutely put, as it is here, but thoſe 
Words The Land of the Living ſufficiently ſhew 
this. For, doubtleſs, the Tent—abſolutely and em- 
phatically put is put to ſignify that Tent, or Ta- 
bernacle, of which we may well ask, in the Words 
of Pſal. xv. 1, Lord! who ſpall dwell in thy. Ta- 
bernacle ? Who ſhall dwell therein the Land of 
the Living- ones; of thoſe who are alive unto God, 
and will live for evermore, in his eternal Ningdom 
and Glory? It is from this bleſſed Land of. the Li. 
ving, ſurely, that the Spirit of God here forewarns 
ev'ry one, who ſtrengthens himſelf in his Wick- 
edneſs, he will be rooted out and pluck'd away. 
And it was to make us conſider this, and the like, 
in this Pſalm, I conceive, that it was inſcribed 


Mapril. | 
_ Pal. Ini, is intitled, my infcrib\d lamenazzes, 
val matalat majcil.—-And though a Man may be 
thought fanciful, who ſhoutd render thoſe laſt 
Words, on the Sickneſs of the Wiſe ; meaning by 
| Sickneſs, the Weakneſs, Diſorder, or Sickneſs of 
his Mind; and by the wiſe, him that is wiſe in 
his own Conceit, a mere Pretender to Wiſdom— 
ſuch as all Men were, as long as the World by Wiſ- 
dom knew not Cod; and ſuch as our modern Free- 
e e thinkers, 
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thinkers, as they affect to call themſelves, ſeem 
now .to be—yet I confeſs, I think he would far 
leſs deſerve that Character than they, who fancy 
mazalat to ſignify a muſical Inſtrument, or the Be- 
ginning of ſome known Tune—of which Things 
the moſt learned Rabbies have confeſs'd themſelves 
intirely ignorant; and of which the Chaldee Para- 
pbraſt in this Title ſnews that he ſuſpected nothing 
—if he does not favour my Conjecture. And in- 
deed, as it is not a little ſtrange that we ſhould 
never meet with theſe muſical Inſtruments— if they 
were ſuch—any where, but in theſe Titles of the 
Pſalms; ſo it is cqually ſtrange, at leaſt, that a 
ſacred Hymn for the Sanctuary, ſhould be directed 
to be ſung to a vulgar Tune. It wou'd be eſteem- 
ed ſo, I imagine, if a Pſalm was now directed to 
be ſung. to the Tune of, a common Ballad. —Leav- 
ing theſe Notions, therefore, to thoſe who can be 
contented with them, I ſhall beſtow a little Conſi- 
deration on this Fancy, or Conjecture of mine. 
The Title. ſays the Pſalm is va! matalat maſtil; 
And it muſt be confeſſed, I think, that theſe 
Words may be render d according to a known 
and allowed Signification of maſtil and mazalat, 
in Formã Conftrutti—On. the Sickneſs of the Wiſe. 
Now, in ver. 2. God is repreſented as. lookin 

down lirot baje/ maſril, to ſee if there were a wiſe 
Man—among all theſe Pretenders to Wiſdom, the 
fallen, and corrupted, : Sons. of Adam. But — ſuch 
is mazalat maſxil, the Weak nefs of all . theſe Pre- 
tenders to Wiſdom—they are all gone out of the 
Way; ready to ſay in tbeir Hearts, There is no God, 
and quite unable—with;all their Wiſdom—to at- 
tain any, due, or ſaving Knowledge of God. This 
ſeems to be the Deſign and Meaning of the firſt 
three Verſes of the Pſalm. And does not the 
Title ber vpgerfigod acording ta my Con- 
l | jecture 
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jecture —anſwer well, and even agree perfectly, to 
what thus appears to be the Purport and Deſign of 
the Plalm ? It need not be thought quite fanciful, 

and groundleſs, at leaſt.—Or, if it be, I could 
ſooner believe val mazalat to ſignify on a Sickneſs — 
a Thought in Sickneſs—a Pſalm, a maſril, or a 
Leſſon of Wiſdom and Inſtruction, compos'd on 
Occaſion of a Sickneſs, or the like—than ima- 
Sine it to be the Name of a muſical Inſtrument, 
or a known Tune, either here, or before Pſalm 
Ixxxviii, where it is followed by levannot, and for 
that Reaſon, ſure, ought to be taken in its true and 
proper Signification, or as denoting S:c&kneſs. For 
lexannot ſignifies to afflict—as well as to anſwer. 
And therefore before that P/alm Ixxxviit—which 
expreſſes throughout the loweſt Degree of Diſtreſs 
and Humiliation—the very Subject Matter leads 
us to render val mazalat levannot, on a Sickneſs of 
_ Humiliation. To object that mabalat here is in 
Forms Conſtruti—as the Grammarians ſpeak—and 
ſo cannot be regularly interpreted in this Way, 
ſeems to be of little Weight ; becauſe that might 
be occaſioned by a ſmall Miſtake of the Tranſcri- + 
bers. And beſides Buxtorf, in his Theſaurus, gives 
ſeveral Inſtances of Words which ſeem to be in 
Formã Conſftrufts, and yet ſignify abſolutely —How- 
ever before P/al. liii. it will be regularly in Forms 
Conftru4, if the Title be render*d—as I firſt ſup- 
pos'd On the Sickneſs of the Wiſe. 

The Title of Pſalm lvi. begins thus, lamena ces, 
val jonat elem—in the rendring of which, I am 
for agreeing with thoſe who - tranſlate jonat elem, 
Oppreſſionem Manipuli, he Oppreſſion of the Hand- 
ful: But would underſtand this Handful to mean 
ſomething differently the Handful, or little Flock, 
of true Believers, diſperſed and diſtreſs'd amon 
the Gentiles, the _— thoſe that were afar if, 
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in the Language of the. Apoſtle 3 which agrees 
with the Rendring of the Seventy, the People that 
were far «To Twv' ayiwn, from holy Things. For 
it ſeems to be this little Flock of true Believers, 
among the Gentiles, which here—under the Figure 
of David, praying for Deliverance from the Phi- 
liftines; according to the latter Part of the Title— 
is praying for Protection, and Deliverance from 
their Oppreſſors. The Pſalm is alſo entitled 
miftam, and (taking it in M. Gouſſet's Senſe of the 
Word —as before repreſented under the Title of 
Pſalm xvi) this elem, or little Flock—the ſpiritual 
Body of Chri/t—ſeems to be the myſtical Perſon 

| Which here ſpeaks, and ſays Have Mercy upon me 

O God - | 

In the Title of P/al. Ivii we have, after lame- 
 nazzt3, al taſhtet, ne perdas : which, as it carries 
the ſame Senſe, was plac'd here, I conceive, with 


the ſame Deſign, as Domine miſerere—Lord ! have 


Mercy. It is, 1. e. a Petition, a Lord have 
Mercy, humbly offer'd lamenazzez, to Chriſt, by 
the Author, or Tranſcriber, atter he had wrote 
that Word lamenazzegs. And as we find it only 
after that Word, in the Titles of this and three 
other Pſalms, ſo, doubtleſs, we never have more 
| Reafon to ſay, al tafzer, Lord have Mercy, than 
when we in any Way approach, or addreſs to him, 
who is a conſuming Fire—to thoſe who approach 
without Reverence and godly Fear. In this Way, at 
leaſt, it ſeems to have been underſtood, and ac- 
counted for, by the Chaldee Paraphraſt. With 
him the Title is lefabbaza, &c.—On Occafion of 
Trouble, when David ſaid, Deſtroy not. He that 
wrote this, ſurely, muſt take it—not for the Be- 
ginning of a known Tune, but—for a Prayer, or 
a Petition for Mercy.— But to proceed, 25 


Before 


cad 

Before P/al. Ixvi, in our preſent Copies of the 
Septuagint, after the Hebrew Title, as they tranſlate 
it, there follows the Word ayaqaczu, denoting 
it to be an Hymn, or Plalm, pointing at the Re- 
furrefion. This was not found, indeed, we are 
told, in Origen's Hexaplus : But that, I preſume; is 
no certain Proof; it may nevertheleſs be genuine, 
and a Part of the original Title, as the Seventy 
found it. But whether it be, or not, it may be of 
Uſe to us, perhaps, in explaining the Pſalm : it may 
ſhew us, at leaſt, what it was anciently ſuppoſed to 
point at, and relate to. A modern Commentator, 

find—even after he had mention*d Theodoret's 
believing the Pſalm to have been wrote in the 
Spirit of Prophecy—ſuppoſes it to relate to David, 
- and his quiet Poſſeſſion of his Crown and King- 
dom. But. was it cou'd it befor this, that 
ver. 1. lays, Make a joyful Noiſe to God all ye 
Lands? Or, that ver. 8. adds, O bleſs our God, ye 
People —of all Kindreds, and Tongues and Na- 
tions, as the Word plainly means? Theſe Ex- 
preſſions, to name no more, may fatisfy us, that 
the Subject Matter of the Pſalm is ſomething more 


extenſive, and of more general Concernment, 


than David's quiet Poſſeſſion of his Crown. And 
what that is, this Word, «req aces, ſeems to 
be pointing out. It is the Reſurrection of Chriſt, 
ſurely z and the Glory which ſhall follow, and be 
the Conſequence of it : The preſent Benefits and 
Comforts which that offers, to all People and 
Lands; and the mighty and terrible Works, v. 3. 
which God has done, and will be doing, even 


till all the World ſhall worſhip him, ſing of him, and 


praiſe his Name, ver. 4. Then it will be found, 
and manifeſtly appear, that He ruleth with bis 
Power, his Eyes behold the Nations, and the Rebel- 


lious ſhall not exalt themſelves, ver. 7. Then ſhall 


the Church—triumphant—ſing, Thou, O God] haſt 
on T proved 
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proved us te went through Fire and Water, and 
though broughteſt us to @ wealthy—or refreſhing— 
Place, ver. 10—12, And then will ev'ry Mem- 
ber of it be joyfully proclaiming, and faying— 
for itſelf, in particular Come, hearken, and I will 
tell you what God hath done for my Soul, ver. 16.— 
And thus, by taking the Hint from this Word, 
eavacactus, We ſhall diſcern, I conceive, the true 
Deſign and Meaning of the Pſalm. | 
P/al. Ixvii. has been already conſider'd, as far as 
relates to the Title, /amenazze5 benegino—!] paſs on, 
therefore, to | e 2 
Pſal. Ixxii, which is inſcribed /iflomob, and 
ſeems to ſpeak chiefly, if not altogether, of the 
great Peace- maker, Chriſt. The very firſt Verſe, 
I conceive, ſets him before us, firſt abſolutely, as 
the King—King Meſſiab and then as ben melec, 
the Son, the King; for fo, furely, thoſe Words 
ſhould be render'd, in the Way of Appoſition, ra- 
ther than he King's Son, *Tis David's Prayer, I 
imagine, that God would ſend forth the Meſſiah 
or, in his own Words, that he would give hrs 
Judgments, and his Righteouſneſs to that his bleſſed 
Son, who vouchſafed to take the Government on his 
Shoulders, and be—emphatically—The King. And 
indeed, as far as I have obſerv'd, that Word me- 
tec, the King, abſolutely put, does ev'ry where, 
in the Book of Pſalms, relate to the Meſſiab, and 
denote Chriſt, But however that be, this Pſalm 
points ſo evidently to him, and the Expreſſions 
throughout are ſo high and ſtrong, that I cannot 
believe David thought of applying them, in any 
Senſe, to Solomon. No ſurely ; *tis that gracious 
Son, the Son of God, who vouchſafed to be the 
King of Ifrael, taking them for his peculiar Peo- 
ple, even till he came to dwell among them, full of 
Grace and Truth ; 'tis he who is pom, on 
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6. as coming down like the Rain and gentle Showers, 
that Water the Earth; as him before whom all 
Kings ſhould fall down,” = all Nations ſerve, v. 113 
and whom Men ſhall fear, as long as Sun and Moon 
endure, v. 5. In what Senſe can theſe Things be 
applied to Solomon ? *Tis of Chriſt only that they 
are true: And therefore of him only, I conceive, 
they were meant; and to him the Pſalm is in- 
ſcribed, under the Name of Solomon — The Peace- 
maker. As to thoſe Words at the End of it, 
collu tepillot David, we may very well underſtand 
them, with the Chaldee Paraph. as meaning, The 


Prayers of David are compleated; i. e. This—that 


all the Earth may be filed with his Glory, even 
with the Glory of Chriſt; This—is the Sum and 
Subſtance of David's Prayers: Grant him but this, 
and he asks no more. But then, ſurely, they are 
David's Words, and a Part of the Plalm —Or, 
if this be doubted, may we not ſuppoſe, that in- 
ſtead of collu, we ſhould read here—only changing 
the Points cullo, totum hoc, or All this that goes 
before —is a Book of the Prayers of David. They, 
indeed, who imagine ſome of the foregoing Pſalms 
to have been compos'd by Aſapb, or any other 
beſides David, will not allow this. But as we have 
no certain Proof of this, and thoſe Titles which 
have been ſuppos'd to affirm it, may, at leaſt, be 
underſtood in another Way, it ſeems more proba- 
ble, from thoſe Words—even though we read 
them, as they are pointed, The Prayers of David 
are ended that the foregoing Pſalms were all com- 
pos'd by David, who was enabled, we know—in 
Pſalms which are certainly his—to {ce, and to 
ſpeak of Things. not then come to paſs, by -the 
Tame Power and Spirit which ae in Aae and 
all the n 
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The Title of Pſa). Ixxxiv, which is Jamenazzes, 
val haggittit, libne Koras, has in Effect in my 
Way — been already explain'd: But I promiſed to 
take ſome further Notice of it. To begin, there- 
fore with the latter Part, libne Kora, which I 
have ſuppoſed to point, at leaſt, at the Sons of 
Rebellion, Sedition and Schiſm. If ſuch Men 
perfiſt, and go on in their preſent Ways, they 
will forfeit all the Comfort, and all the Delights, 
of thoſe Tabernacles of the Lord, which this Plalm 
is ſpeaking of. For them, therefore, it is faid to 
be: For their Admonition, i. e. or to awaken them 
into a ſerious Confideration' of what they are lo- 
ſing, and which—how well ſoever they may pals it 
off for the preſent they will aſſuredly find is loſt, 
with reſpect to the everlaſting Kingdom, or hea- 
venly Tabernacles of the Lord, in the great Day, or 
upon his treading the Winepreſs of the Fury and 
Wrath of Almighty God. This Conſideration, 
therefore, is added, and pointed at—as I conceive 
—in the Words, val baggittit, on the Winepreſs ; 
which I would underſtand, as I ſaid under is 
Title of P/al. viii. of this Vinepreſs, which will 
be a dreadful one 10 tbem; though. full of Com- 
fort and the moſt raviſhing Joys, to thoſe who 
ſhall find a Place in the everlaſting Habitations, 
or Tabernacles. When they find themſelves ad- 
mitted there, % will be faying, in an Extaſy of 
Joy, How aimable are thy Tabernacles, O Lord of 
Hoſts !/— Such Words the holy Prophet has here 
put into their Mouths, to be uſed 1 in a lively 
Rows: and longing Deſire, of being one Day ad- 
mitted there; but then they will feel, as well as 
ſpeak them, confeſſing it to be far better, to be 
à Doorkeeper in the Houſe of God, ver. io, than to 
dwell in the Tents of Ungodlineſs. Tis in this 
View, I conceive, that the Inſcription, val 3 

| lets 


| 
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ſets this Palm before us: It is to ſhew it to have 
been deſigned, for the awakening of ev'ry Heart, 
and particularly of thoſe Sons of Diſobedience, 
the Sons of Korah. It is as if—laying aſide the. 
Figure—it was faid, This Plalm is on the Day of 
Judgment, for the Sons of Korah,—to awaken 
them, and prevent their being excluded from the 
heavenly Tabernacles, by perſiſting in their Rebel- 
lion, and refuſing to let Chriſt reign over them. 
Of him, and his Church, the Author of the Sy-_ 
riac Verſion ſays it is a Prophecy: and a very af- 
fecting one, ſure, it wou'd be found, by theſe 
whom this Title tells us it chiefly concerns, if they 
ſaw it thus directed to them. And, 3 
If we were to purſue the Enquiry, we ſhou'd 
find, perhaps, that this Title, Ine Koraz, thus 
underſtood, is of Uſe towards explaining all 
the other Pſalms to which it is prefixd: Of 
which I ſhall now endeavour to give an Example 
in Pſalm Ixxxvii, which is one of them, and 
ſeems to afford no inconſiderable Proof, that it— 
not only may, but—ſhould be ſo underſtood. 
For ſurely, it is with reſpe& to thoſe Sons of 
Rebellion, which I ſuppoſe to be pointed at in 
thoſe Words, For the Sons of Korah—to ſhew the 
Vanity, as well as Wickedneſs, of all their Op- 
poſition to Chriſt and his Church: I ſay, it ſeems 
to be with a View to this, that the holy Prophet 
and Pſalmiſt (whom St. Auguſtin ſuppoſes to have 
been muſing, and meditating much, on the Sub- 
jet) begins here with an holy Warmth and Im- 
petuoſity of Spirit—abruptly, as it were—and 
ſays, His Foundation is upon the holy Hills—it ftand- | 
eth ſure, i. e. in the Apoſtle's Words: It cannot 
be unfix'd, mov'd, or ſhaken, by the Humours 
and Fancies, or even violent Aſſaults of Men. It 
does not lie in —— or ſepa- 
rate 
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rate Meetings, or in any other Inſtitutions of Re“ 
ligion, by what Name ſoever call'd, but upon ibe 
bolyHills—the everlaſting Mountains of God's Truth, 
and faithful Promiſes to bis Church, which can nei- 
ther be removed, or ſhaken, by any Thing which 
can be done by the Schiſmatical, and Rebellious— 
by Korah and bis. Company. Still notwithſtanding 
all their vain Pretences, of any Sort whatever, he 
Lord loveth the Gates of Zion, more than all the 
Dwellings of Facob. He is better pleaſed with 
what is offer'd in the Unity of his Church, than 
with what is done in ſchiſmatical Conventicles, 
though the Members of them may ſtil] pretend 
to be within the Church, or of the Portion, and 
in the Dwellings of Facob.—T his ſeems to be the 
Deſign and Meaning of the two firſt Verſes : And 
agreeably to this the whole Pſalm proceeds. Glo- 
rious Things —it ſays, ver. 3.—are ſpoken of thee, 
thou City of God: Selah (which, for the. preſent, I 
will ſuppoſe to mean) Mark this, all ye that cauſe 
Diviſions, or think it no great Matter to be in 
Union, and obtain Communion, with this bleſſed 
City of God. All the glorious Things ;—all the 
precious Promiſes—are ſpoken of her, Make no 
more Oppoſition in any Way, then, to this bleſ- 
ſed City of God: But ſubmit yourſelves, and keep 
ſtedfaſt Communion with her; remembring, that 
it is the only Foundation for obtaining a Place, in 
that bleſſed Writing of God, which is the Re- 
giſter, or Book of Life, For, Hall I remember — 


| reading ver. 4. thus, interrogatively ; ſhall I make 


Mention of— Egypt, or Babylon, to thoſe that know 
me; that are my Friends, and whom I wou'd be 
leading in the Ways of Life ? Or, be looking any 
where ele, if you pleaſe, bebold ye Philiſtia, with them 
of Tyre. Of them, poſſibly, it may be ſaid, that by the 
ſingular Grace and Mercy of God, zeb jullad on, 

OO TIN this 
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this Man was born there—one or two, i. e. were 
there regenerated, born of God, and made meet for 
eternal Life. But of Zion it hall be reported, or 
declared, this and that Man (Hebr. 2}, vei}, Man 
and Man, Multitudes, i. e.) were thus horn in her, 
And the Reaſon is, he moſt. High hath eſtabliſhed, 
or prepar*d her, for this very End and Purpoſe. 
Singly, and as it were by Name, when be writes, 
or regiſters the People in his Book of Life, Jabvoh 
jeſapper, the Lord ſhall declare, ver. 6, This Man 
was born there—in my beloved Zion, my holy 
Mountain, or Church—Selab : Mark this again, 
all ye that divide from, or oppoſe her. And not 
the Lord only, but the holy Angels alſo, tbe Sons 
of God that ſhout for Foy, thoſe Singers, cebolelim, 
like Trumpeters, ſhall rehearſe, and proclaim this. 
They alſo ſhall ſing, and ſay, All the Springs and 
Fountains of Grace and Goodneſs were in Thee.— 
Such is the Explication, or Paraphraſe, which I 
| ſhow'd chooſe to give, of this Pſalm : And if it be 
conſider'd, it will appear, I hope, that there is 
little Occaſion for the Complaints which have 
been made, by Dr. Hare, and others, concerning 
the Difficulties and Obſcurities of it. Take but 
the right Key to open it which this Title, libns 
Koraz, offers us—and all found will be plain, and 
eaſy to be underſtood, But I paſs on now to 

The Title of P/al. Ixxxviii, which conſiſts of, 


bat leaſt, two Parts. The firſt is „ir, mizmor libns 


Koraz—concerning which I have already declar'd 
my Sentiments z and they will be found, I hope, 
to be in ſome Meaſure confirm'd by the latter 
Part of this Title, which is /amenazze5, val maza- 
lat levannot, Maſcil, lebeman haczrabi. For as we 
ſeem to have abundant Reaſon to believe, that the 
firſt Word of it, Jamenazze5, points always at 
Chriſt ; we may find ſome, perhaps, to think—to 
'T a tuipect, 
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ſuſpect, at leaſt —that the ſame gracious and glo- 
rious Perſon is pointed at, in thoſe laſt Words of 
it alſo, leheman haezrazi, To me, they ſeem to 
Point at Him, either as he is te right Hand of God 
—agreeably to that Deſcription of him, the Man 
of thy right Hand—or, as The true and Faithful. 
ane, who came to dwell among us, full of Grace 
and Truth. Ezra, it is well known, is Indigena, 
one born among us, illic ubi vivit oriundus, in 
Buxtorf's Words: As that our great Mena geb, 
Chriſt Feſus, vouchſafed to be. He was therefore, 
truly, baezrabi, my Countryman, or one that con- 
deſcended 10 be born, and dwell among us, on this 
low Earth. He vouchſafed to be, really, Indigena, 
et illic ubi vixit oriundus, He was alto, bajamin, 
The right Hand, or, the Man of the right 
Hand; as it muſt be allow*d, I think, the Letters 
Here are capable of being pointed and read. . Or, 
if that be queſtion*d—for want of the Fod in the 
laſt Syllable—and the preſent pointing and read- 
ing, heman, be retain'd, why may we not ſuppoſe it 
to be a Derivative from the Verb, aman, credidit, 
Jjus et? In Dan. ii. 45, we have mebeman, deriv*d 
trom that Verb, and allow'd to ſignify faithful 
ſure, or certain. And agreeably to that, may not 
beman here be ſuppoſed to ſignify true, or faith- 
Ful; and ſo the Word taken as denoting the 
Pſalm to be inſcrib!d to Chriſt, as lebeman, to the 
true and Faithful-one, who would come to be 
ezraz, born among us, that he might ſhew and 
prove all the Promiſes of God to be ſure, Nꝛa 
and Amen. Heman the Son of Zerah, we do find 
mention'd in Scripture indeed but he is no 
where elſe call'd an Ezrabite, and the Chaldee Pa- 
raphraſt tranſlates the Word, haezrazi, and ren- 
ders it Indigena; and the Seventy change the Word, 
and G an e as _ I luppoſe-—for 
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a Reaſon which will be pointed at under the Ti- 
tle of the next Pſalm—that hat Heman the Son 
of Zerab, was not the Perſon here meant. But 
without examining any further into. that Matter— 
J only deſire it may be conſider'd, whether the 
very Subject Matter of the Pſalm, as well as the 
other Words of the Title, do not lead us to think 
rather, that it relates zo Chriſt. To me, at leaſt, 
the holy Pfalmiſt—whoever he was—ſeems to be 
labouring to repreſent, in the Spirit of Prophecy, 
and as far as a Mortal's Pen was able, ſomethin 
of thoſe Agonies and unconcervable Sorrows, whi 
Chriſt felt, when he endur*d mazalat levannot—in 
the Words of this Title—that Sichneſs of Humilia- 
tion, which made his bleſſed Soul exceeding ſorrow- 
ful, even unto Death—the very Thoughts of which 
may well kindle our Repentings, and are enough to 
ſoften the hardeft Hearts, even of the Sons of Ko- 
rab. It is therefore in this Senſe, at leaſt, for the 
Sons of Korah—as the Title ſays—a maſcil, a Leſ- 
ſon of great Uſe and Inſtruction fo them, if they 
will attend, and lay it to Heart. By his Agony and 
Bloody Sweat, as it were, Chriſt is here entreatin 
and drawing 1hem—and, indeed, ev'ry one that wi 
conſider, It will do us no Harm, however—it 
may even be of good Uſe to us, to look upon the 
Pſalm in this View; to ſuppoſe it inſcrib'd to our 
good Lord, as Menazze5, him that obtain'd, and 
that giveth the Victory; and that val maialat ler 
yannot, on that Sickneſs of Humiliation, by which 
he overcame Death and all the Powers of Darkneſs, 
and has Power to enable us to overcome them alſo, 
And it may be on this Account, that it is intitled 
maſcil, a Plalm which will both exerciſe and reward 
our Wiſdom, and ſpiritual Diſcernment, in apply- 
ing it to its proper Uſe. And our doing fo, I 
humbly conceive, will be promoted, and render'd 
e eee more 


more effectual, by our ſuppoſing it alſo, to be of- 
fer'd and inſcrib'd to him, either as Hajamin, the 
right Hand (or Power) of God; or as heman, the 
true and Faithful-One, who came to confirm, and 
make good all the Promiſes of God, by being 
ezraz, Indigena, one born among us, and dwelling 
with us, full of Grace and Truth, | 
And now, to ſay what I think, concerning this 
whole Title of P/al. Ixxxviii. As in all other 
Places, lamenazze5 begins the ſeveral Titles where 
it ſtands; it ſeems, originally, to have been only 
lamenasges, val majalat lerannot, maſcil, leheman 
baezraii. And by this it was inſcrib'd, as I have 
been endeavouring to ſhew—and probably, by its 
Author.—To the true and Faithful-One—or, To 
that bleſſed right Hand—who came to be, empha- 
tically, Haezrab, and dwelt among us, full of 
Grace and Truth. Him, and his Sickneſs of Hu- 
miliation— His bitter Agony and bloody Sweat, 
His ſtrong Crying and Tears— it was, by the Pro- 
phet, deſiga'd to ſhadow out and repreſent, for 
the Uſe of all that are looking for Redemption 
through his Blood. But in Proceſs of Time, ſome 
good Hand conſidering the particular Uſe which 
it might have, with reſpect to thoſe Children of 
Diſobedience, whom 1 ſuppoſe to be meant by the 
Sons of _ Korah—added, and ſuperſcrib'd it alſo, 
fir, mizmor, libus Korah,—This, is nothing but 
- Conjecture, tis true: But if that Circumſtance be 
attended to—that in all the other Titles which 
have it, /amenazzes ſtands firſt—it may not appear, 
perhaps, to be altogether without Foundation. But 
WMWe have the Word. Haezrabi, with lestan before 
it, in the Title of P/al. Ixxxix, alſo: And can it 
there alſo be applied to that wondrous Perſon, who 
dwelt among us full of Grace and Truth ? Is it not 
rather to be underſtood of that Etan (or mow 3. 
34S I : SOON \ W 0 
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who is mentioned 1 Kings iv. 31, compared there 
with Solomon for Wiſdom, and expreſly called an 
Exrabite? Not fo, at leaſt—I conceive—as to 
exclude that frong and mighty-one, to whom I 
would apply it. For stan ſignifies ſtrong, and may 
allude, at leaſt, to that ſtrong and mighty- one, 
who vouchſaf'd to be haezrazi, born among us, a 
Dweller with us on this low Earth, and of whom 
ver. 20, ſpeaks, when it ſays, I have laid Help 
upon a mighty-one. As Jedavid points out him, 
for the Object, or Subject, I conceive; as well fas 
King David for the Author, of the Pſalms to 
which it is prefix'd: So may this lestan alſo in- 
clude him, as well as that Etan (or Ethan) men- 
tion'd, 1 King iv. 31, or any other of that Name, 
who may be ſuppoſed to have been the Author of 
it. However—as to theſe - Names, Heman, and 
Ethan, I would obſerve here, that they cannot 
mean thoſe who, under theſe Names, are mentio- 
ned as Singers, 1 Chron. xv. 17—20, becauſe 
they were Levites ; whereas theſe {uppos'd Ezra- 
hites, if they were deſcended from Zerab, and 
thence took the Name of Exrabites, muſt be of 
the Tribe of Judab. I would obſerve alfo, that 
as Heman is no where call'd an Ezrah:te, ſo Ethan 
alſo, though in 1 Kings iv. 31, he is called an Ex- 
rabite, in our Tranſlation, and by the vulgar La- 
tin, yet the Syriac and Arabic—agreeably to what 
is ſaid in the foregoing Verſe, of Solomon's being 
wiſer than all the Children of the Eaſt—tranſlate 
the Word, and call him one of the Eaſt. Now, 
if that was the Caſe, we may conclude he was 
not of the Houſe of Iſrael, and ſo neither the Au- 
thor, or Singer of this Pſalm, And therefore 
without any further Enquiries after the Author or 
Singer of it let us conſider, whether this 
Title, maſcil, lcetan haezrabi, may not _— 
HE : ably 
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ably be ſuppoſed to point at that Prong and mighty- 
one, who vouchſafed to be, emphatically, haezrazz 
ie that was born, and dwelt among us—though 
he be over all, God bleſſed for ever. He is, we 
muſt confeſs, ihe great Subject of the P/alm. Thoſe 
everlaſting Mercies of God, which are ſpoken of 
in ver. i. 2, are the Mercies which God had pro- 
mis*d in, and through him. To him, plainly, we 
muſt refer thoſe Viſions which declare, ver. 20, 1 
have laid Help val gibbor, on a mighty-one. Of 
him ver. 26, ſpeaks, I 26ill ſet bis Dominion in the 
Sea, and his right Hand in the Floods : and ver. 
28, alſo, I will make bim my Firſt-born, higher than 
(or rather an Higb-One to) the Kings of the Earth, 
Can it be doubted, whether this is meant of him 
whoſe Title is, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
Rev. xix. ? For though it follows, ver. 37, Thou 
haft abhorred and forſaken thine anointed—with more 
to the ſame Purpoſe in the following Verſes, which 
are commonly ſuppoſed to refer to the low Con- 
dition of the Houſe of David, about the Time 
of the Captivity ; yet—as that cannot conſiſt with 
the Notion of thoſe, who ſuppoſe this Pſalm to 
bave been compos'd by that Etban who was co- 
temporary with Solomon, unleſs they allow it to 
have been wrote in the Spirit of Prophecy, fo, if 
that be allowed may we not much rather ſuppoſe it 
to point at the low Eſtate of Chriſt's Church and 
Kingdom, in tLeſe latter Ages of the Goſpel? Is 
it not the quick Decay of that zealous Piety, 
which was the Glory of the Joutb, or firſt Ages, 
of Chriſtianity, which is pointed at in thoſe Words 
of ver. 44, The Days of his Youth thou baſt ſhort- 
ned. And that „andering of the Foolſteps (or Heels) 
of God's Anointed, which is ſpoken of v. 30, 
does it not point alſo at theſe latter Days of Qriſ- 
tianity, and thoſe Scoffs of ſuch as walk after their 
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oY Luſts, ſaying, Where is the Promiſe of bis © 
Coming It we attend to theſe Things, we mult 
allow, I think, that whenſvever, or by whotnſo- 
ever the Pſalm was wrote, it is every where _ 
ing of Chriſt and His Church, under the Figure © 
David and His Sed. And is it not probable, then, 
that He is pointed at in the Title, whatever other 
Reference it may be ſuppos'd to have? If the 
Pfalm was compos'd, or fung, by an Ethan, we | 
know not either who he was, or when he lived. 
And therefore — conſidering the Subje& Matter 
of the Pſalm we may well content ourſelves with 
underſtanding this Title, maſcil, leetan baexrabi, as 
it is certainly capable of being underſtood : I mean, 
as denoting the Pſalm to be a Maſcil, i; e. A Pſalm 
which requires, and will exerciſe the ſpiritual Wilſ- 
dom and Diſcernment of thoſe that read it. And 
that becauſe it was defign'd For (a Deſcription, or 
Prophecy of) The Strong and Mighty One, coming 
to be haezra#i, one born among us, and Awelling 
with us, on this low Earth.— This Way of intet- 
preting the Title ſeems to be not a little uſefal 
and a ecting: And upon that Account, at leaſt, 
recommends it ſelf to our Conſideration- py 
Ps Al. xc; is intituled Tepiliab mal i7 bes. 
lobim, which is tranflated 4 Prayer of Moſes,. 1 the 
Man of God : and the Chald. Parapbraſt adds, thac 
he compos'd it on Occaſion of the I Mate ſimting 
in the Wilderneſs. And on that Occaſion, pro” 
* it was compos*d, if Moſes'\ was "ay Co 
of it. But a. it ſeems, 18 queſtion'd' by Git» 
and indeed the ſhortning the general Tetm of 
Man's Life to Seventy Years may cauſe '# Dube, 
becauſe it does not appear to have been 0 ſhottned 
in the Days of Moſes. But however this be, arid 
allowing lemaſeb to ſignify aſcribd to Moſes yet 
wer this Tepillab, or 3 is inſcribd * 2 
er 
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fer*d, to that ever - bleſſed Man of God, the great 
SGod- man, our Lord and Saviour Chrif, He 
was typified by Moſes—being drawn out of the 
Waters of Affliction, and the Waves of Death, 
as Moſes was from the Waters of the River; de- 
livering us alſo, from the Bondage of Sin, as Mojes 
did the Iſraelites from the Bondage of Egypt: And 
being even foretold and promis'd, under the Cha- 

racter af. © Frans . like unto Moſes, To Him, 
therefore, as being thus our Moſes, this Prayer 
ſeems to be inſcrib'd and offer'd : in a due, and 
devout Acknowlegement of His being, through 
all Generations, our Refuge, and, from everlaſting 
io everlaſting, God. This is the Language of the 
; firſt two Verſes of the Pſalm: And that it is meant 
of God the Son, ſeems evident from this. Conſi- 
deration, that the Deity of the Father — the eter- 
nal Power and Godhead — needed not to be aſ- 
ſerted, or prov'd. Twas only He who vouch- 
ſaf'd to empty Himſelf, and to covenant that He 
. wou'd be made of a Woman, and come to bruiſe 
the Serpent's Head. —*T was He only, whom the 
Author of this Pſalm, or any other of the ſacred 
Writers, needed to aſſert and declare to be, from 
everlaſting to everlaſting, God, and Him whom, 
as ſuch, we might take for our Refuge, through all 
Generations. By covenanting to be made of a 
Moman, and to come in the Form of a Servant, 
that he might bruiſe the Serpent's Head, He mer- 
Citully engaged to be ſuch : And therefore to 
Him, from this Conſideration, I humbly conceive, 
we may venture to affirm, this Prayer is addreſs'd. 
Moſes might be the Author of it; as David was 
of the Pſalms intitled ledavid. Only I wou'd ſup- 
poſe lemaſeb to ſignify, like ledavid, both the Au- 
thor and the Object; the glorious Object, to 
whom — as being our only Refuge == the Eyes of 
| 8 
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Moſes and of David, and of all the holy Patriarchs 
and Prophets, were ever looking. He was their 
Rock, their King, and their God, whoſe Power and 
Goodneſs they were continually proclaiming ; and 
ſo encouraging, and inviting, all that wou*d heark- 
en, to take Him for their only Refuge — Him that 
was exalted far above all Gods; 5 — all Principa- 
lities, Powers, or Dominions, 26 every Name that 
was nam' d, as God, or Lord, among the Idols of the - 
Heathens. This ſeems to have been che ancient F aith, 
and the old Religion, of Abraham — and all the 
Pairiarchs and Prophets . It was, to confeſs and 
acknowledge and declare to all Men, that He 
who hath by Inheritance the more excellent Name, 
the Name Jabvob — or Jehovah — is only the 
moſt Higheſt, having all Power both in Heaven and 
Earth, and being ihe only Name whereby we may 
be ſaved, or find Acceſs to the Father.— But of this 
more hereafter. I ſhall only obſerve here, by the 
„that *tis remembring this which muſt ſet v. 1. 
of the next Pſalm in its mu Light, and free it 
from that Appearance of Tautology, which ſome 
have been ready to think it has. The moſt High 
—yehjon — in the firſt Clauſe or Member of it, 
means Chriſt and He is fo calld here — and eve- 
ry where elſe — becauſe He is exalted far above all 
Gods, in the Language of the Pſalmiſt; or, above 
every Name that is named, in that of the Apoſtle. 
The Deſign and Meaning of that Verſe, therefore, 
is, to aſſure us that He is el Jaaai, the all- ſuffi- 
cient and Almighty God. It is with this View 
that it ſays, whoſo dwelleth under the Defence of the 
moſt High, abides under the Shadow of the Almighty : 
of Him, i. e. who is the Almighty and All-ſufficient 
God; tho? he was then coming, and has ſince 
vouchſaf'd to come, humbling Himſelf and ta- 
* upon him ibs 1 of a Servant, — And if 
2 we 
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we take it in this View, we ſhall ſee alſo, that 
Meibomius had no Occaſion to ſuſpect, as Dr. Hare 


ö tells us he did, that a Verſe or two have been 


dropt from the Beginning of this Pſalm. The 
_ Pfalmift begins, as he goes on, to ſet forth the 
Glory and Godhead of Chriſt — That was his De- 
ſign, and with that View he begins to tell us, that 
He is Jadai, All- ſufficient and Almighty z fo that 
whoſo dyelleth under His Defence is ſafe, and may 
ſay of Him, He is my Refuge, and my Forireſs ; my 
Gad, in Him will I truſt, v. 2. 

The Title of Ps Al.. xcti. ſays, it is for the Day 
ef the Sabbath: And on the Sabbath, we are told, 
it was always ugd by the Jews. Was their Prac- 
tice, then, grounded on this Title? Or was this 
Title derived from their Practice? If we ſay the 
latter, we ſhall not eaſily find a Reaſon for their 
appropriating this Pſalm to the Sabbath. Taking 
it only in the View of a Day of Reſt from world- 
ly Buſineſs, many other Pſalms appear to be as 
ſuitable, and <qually proper for that Occaſion. 
Moſt probably, then, their Practice was grounded 
upon this Title: They us'd it on the Sabbath, be- 
cauſe they found it inſcrib'd, For the Day of the 
Sabbath. Then they were to ſay, in the Words of 
v. 1, 2. It is @ good Thing to give Thanks unto the 
Lord — to fhew forth thy Loving · kindneſs in the 
Morning, and thy Faithfulneſs every Night. But 
this they were to do, manifeſtly, in the View, or 
Hope, of that great eternal. Sabbath, in which eve- 
ry faithful Soul will moſt feelingly fay, Thou Lord, 
baſt made me glad through thy Work, and I will tri- 
umph in the Works of thy Hands, v. 4. And, v. 8, 
Thou, Lord, art exalted for evermore. Thus — in 
the great eternal Sabbath — will the Church, or 
General Aſſembly of thoſe who ſhall attain to that 
Reſt, which there remains for the People 'of God, 
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rejoice in giving Praiſe for tb Operations ef bis 
Hands — in ſeeing Him exalted, while all his nes 
mites periſh, and the Workers of Iniquity are ſcatter d and 
deſtroy'd, v. 9. This ſeems. to be the Deſign of 
the Plalm, and the Meaning of this Title. It tells 
us the Pſalm is for tbe Day, i. e. for the raiſing. 
our Thoughts and Hearts to the Hopes of the Days 
of the Sabbath, emphatically z even the great 
_ eternal Sabbath. et NE OS. 
Before Ps AL. xciii. and PSAL. xXcvul. there are 
Titles in the Septuagint, which, though they do 
not now appear in the Hebrew, ſeem to deſerve our 
Conſideration, as well agreeing with what appears 
to be the Subject of thoſe Pfalms. For, both of 
them, ſurely, are pointing at that Time, which is 
the Subject of a Petition in the Lord's Prayer; I 
mean, the Time when the Kingdoms of the World 
ſhall become the Kingdoms of the Lord and His 
Chriſt z when He ſhall reign in Mount Zion, and 
before His Ancients, gloriouſly z when the Hea- 
uens ſhall declare his Righteouſneſs, and all the People. 
| fee his Glory, but they that ſerve Images will be con- 
founded, Plal. xcvii. 6, 7: When it ſhall appear 
that He is cloatb'd with Majelly — and with 
Strength — and the World eſtablifbed, ſa as that it 
cannot be moved; Pſal. xciii. 1. Such the Subject, 
and Deſign of theſe Pſalms, ſeems to be. And as 
for their Titles — in the Septuagint — that before 
Pfal. xciit; is, For the Sabbath-day, when the Earth 
| was (or is) inbabited ; An Hymn of Praiſe to Dauid: 
i. e. — as in my poor Opinion it means, or may 
be taken — An Hymn of Praiſe to (the myſtical) 
David, even Chriſt, for that Sabbath, or holy Reſt, 
which there yet remaineth for the People of God, 
when the (new Heavens and new) Zarib is inbabi- 
ted. In the Hope of this, the Church is now to 
rejoice and ſing — but then, with a Joy 1 
3 a Able 
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able and full of Glory, it will rejoice and ſing, 
in the Words of this Pſalm — The Lord reigneth— 
the World is eſtabliſb'd, and cannot be moved — qui- 
evit Terra, ſays the Title, in the Arabic Verſion — 
it can no more be diſturb'd by the Workers of Ini- 
quity, And as for the Title of P/al. xcvii. it is 
To David when his Land (or his Earth) id efabliſhed ; 
or, according to another Senſe of the Word, which 
the vulgar Latin takes, and renders the Title, when 
his Land (or his Earth) is reſtor'd to him: And as 
for the Pſalm, it plainly points at that Ręſtitution 
of all Things, which St. Peter ſpeaks of, As. iii. 
21. When the World will be eſtabliſhed — and 
Chriſt's Earth reſtor'd to, and reneu'd for Him. 
The Author of the Syriac Verſion, plainly look'd 
upon it in this View. He ſays, It foretels the Com- 
ing of Chriſt, and points at his final Appearance, to 
judge the World, — As to the Title of P/al. xciii. 
I follow the Hlexandrian Copy, with which the 
Arabic and Ethiopic Verſions agree : Which ſeems 


to be a ſufficient Proof, that the true Reading is, 


For the Day of — not before — the Sabbath. 

Ps AlL. xciv. alſo is without a Title in the He- 
brew, but in the Septuagint bears this Title, To Da- 
. wid, for the fourth Day of the Week : Which, it is 
ſaid, they had from the Hebrew Tradition in the 
Talmud. Whenceſoever they had it, it may help 
to ſatisfy us of whom the Pſalm is — principally, 
at leaſt — to be underſtood, and of whom it ſays, 
v. 21. They gather themſehves together againſt the 
Soul of the Righteous, (or rather the Faſt One, as 
the Hebrew Zaddik often, emphatically ſignifies) 
and condemn the innocent Blood. For, was it not on 
the fourth Day of the Week, that the Chiet Prieſts 
and Elders were gathered together, and Judas con- 
ſulting with them, to apprehend and condemn 
Chrift ? Surely, this v. 21, explains the Title : 

4 | an 


. 79 1 
and the Title, on the other Hand, juſtifies and 
confirms the Application of the Pſalm to (the 
„Myſtical) David, and His being betrayed: on the 
| fourth Day ef the Week. If David was the Author, 
he was ſeeing, and lamenting, in the Spirit, what 
was to befal his great Root and Off- ſpring, on that 
Day; and for that Reaſon might intitle it, for the 
fourth Day of the Meek. However that be, and 
by whatſoever Hand the Title was prefix*d, we 
muſt acknowledge, ſurely, that it points out the 
true Meaning of the Pfſalm. And this is done 
alſo, in ſome Meaſure; by the Author of the Sy- 
riac Verſion, who ſays — it denotes ſpiritualiy, tbe 
Perſecution of the Church. This alſo it may, do: 
But firſt and principally, ſure,” of its bleſſed Foun- 
der and Head, Jeſus Chris 3, as that v. 2 1. ſeems 
W 13 Gs: M13, 21 ie 4 80 
Ps Al. c. is intitled Mizmor. letodab, i. e. accor- 
ding to the Septuagint and Vulg. For Confeſſion. 
And by this, I ſuppoſe, we are reminded, that 
this Pſalm is a ſolemn Call to all the Earth 
All People, Tongues, and Nations to come be- 
fore the Lord betodab, as tis expreſs'd v. 4. i. e. 
to confeſs,” recognize, and own Him, for our God 
That He made us, and we are His (for that ſeems 
to be the true Reading) His People, and the: Sheep 
of bis Paſture, v. 3. And again, v. 5. That He is 
good, his Mercy everlaſting, and his Truth. to all 
Generations — Fulfilling che Covenant, i. e. break - 
ing down the Wall of Partition, bringing thoſe 
' nigh that were afar off, and offering to make all 
both Fews and Gentile.— Partakers of the Promi- 
ſes, or Sheep of his Paſture, The Pſalm, was 
deſigned for the Acknowledgement of this Mercy, 
I conceive; and is for that Reaſon, ' ſurely, diſtin- 
guiſh'd by this Title, Miſmor letodab, A Palm 
” for confeſling, recognizing and qwning — by all 
| TT i People 
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People that the Lord is ou God, and not the 
God of the Fews only; that we are called — all of 
us, equally and alike — to be His People, and the 
Sheep of bis Paſture, Very properly, therefore, it 
is appointed to be us'd, in our excellent Liturgy, 
aſter He is ſet before us as ſuch, in the ſecond 
'Leflons for the Morning Service. 
Ps AI. ci. is intitled ledavid miſmor + And the 
"Words, -I believe, do point out King David, as 
the Author. But they may well lead our Thoughts 
to the myſtical - David; his bleſſed and glorious 
Son, as the Object, or Perſon to whom it is in- 
ſcrib'd ; and whom it repreſents ſpeaking, thro? 
the greareh Part of the Plalm, at lesſt. is He, 
we know, that will cut of all the Wicked from the 
Zarib, and root out every” evil-doer from the City of 
the Lord, which is the Thing declar'd, v. 8. And 
this He will do, it ſays, labbetarim; i. e. in the 
Forld to" come, which is compared to the Morning 
Liebt, fays the Chald. Paragh— Or, poflibly, the 
Meaning may be, by Þ:qu&#1ions, Viſitations, &c. 

For by theſe, in His own good Time, and by ſe- 
veral Steps and Degrees, Chriſt will toot out eve- 
ry evil Doer from the City of the Lord, and 
- make bis Church a Shri: Church, not having Spot 
Bor Wrinkle. - In this Senſe, or as denoting Ingui- 
Fittons, Viſitatlons, or Judgmenis — as we call 
*them'—" the Word /abbekarim ſeems capable of be- 
ing underſtood, as being derived from batar, to 
enquire. David would reſolve, doubtleſs, to be 
doing Juſtice, and that, poſſibly, in tbe Mornings. 
But to take in the full Meaning of the Words, 
they ſhould be explain'd, I humbly conceive, ei- 
ther in this Way, or — which comes to much the 
ſuame— in that which the Chald. Parapbraſt has 
ſuggeſted: Who adds alſo — to thoſe Words 
of v. 7. A deceitful Perſon ſhall. not dwell in 
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my Em of my Sanctuary. This is very re- 
markable, and ſeems to be a plain Proof that he 
either read here - beti kadaſ or, at leaſt, took the 
Words, and probably the whole Pſalm, to be 
ſpoke in the Perſon of the myſtical David, or Chriſt. 

Pſal. 102 is ſtyPd T -pillab levani—A Prayer far 
the Afﬀiitted, when be faints, and pours out his Com- 
plaints before tbe Lord. And admirably fitted for 
the Uſe of any one in Affliction the Plalm i is: As 
many an afflicted Soul, doubtleſs has found. But 
yet it muft be own'd to be Prophetical: For ſo it 
18 declar'd, I think, in ver. 18, This. ſpall be writ- 
ten for the Generation to come. Accordingly, the 
Aﬀitted-one in the Title, muſt! mean that poor. Da« 
ſtitute-one; ſpoken of ver. 17, and which may 
well be ſuppos'd to repreſent the Body of Ghrifts 
his myſtical Body or Spouſe, the Church; Which 
is here bewailing its deſtitute, afflicted State, in its 
Paſſage through this World —eſpecially in thoſe 
latter Days, which are ſpoken of 1 Tm. ic. 1. 3. 
And expreſſing its Hopes, as well as Prayers, to 
be deliver'd from it, when the Lord ſhall ariſe = 
have Mercy upon Zion, ver. 13, gi yet lenenunb; 
ci ha moved, i. e. when the Time is for ſhewing\Fa- 
vour, or being gracious, to her; ben that- ap- 
pointed Seaſon is come. — Then the Lord will build 

up Zion, high: his Glory ſhall appear, ver. 160: Ne 
BDl̃hal. cx. 18 inſcrib'd kdavid,” miamor H «as 

Dr. Hare, in his Note on the firſt Word- f, che 
Pſalm has ſufficiently prov'd, that the whole of fit 
muſt be applied to, and underſtood only of, Cbriſt: 
It ſeems to confirm what I have all along ſuppo- 
| ſed, that ladavid—in theſe Titles does really de- 
note the Pſalms to which it is prefix*d to be in- 


ſerib'd, or offer'd, to Chrift, the myſtical David, 
as well as aſerib'd to 1 David, as the Author, 
ere, however, the K 

ſtica 


or Compoſer of them. 
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ſtical David is, confeſſedly, the Object of the Pfal- 
miſt's Praiſe, and Subject of the Pſalm, And in 
this Senſe, ledavid, may be allow'd to ſignify con- 
cerning David, as, on the Account of David's be- 
ing the Author, it may ſignify a Pſalm of David, 
as moſt commonly it has been render*d. But the | 
true rendring, furely, muſt be that of the Seventy, 
To David; and the Meaning, or Signification— 
aſcrib'd to David, as the Author; and inſcribd, or 
offer*d alfo, to the myſtical David—the Beloved 
of God and Man—as the Object, or Subject of 
the Pſalm. And indeed, I am apt to think that 
this ledavid, in all the Titles of the Pſalms, is a 
manu Davidis, or plac'd there by David himſelf, 
with a View of inſcribing the Pſalm to the Belo. 
ved of his Soul. Were it otherwiſe, the In- 
ſcription; ſurely, would have been only mizmor 
David, as before was hinted ; and agreeably to 
what we find at the End of Pſal. Ixxii. collu te- 
pillot David. But he choſe ledavid, as denoting 
or including, the Object to whom he offer'd ti 
Faun, as well as himſelf, the Author. 

To P/alm cxi, and ſome others, the Title plainly 
is Hallelujah, which in Engliſh is, Praiſe ye Fabvob, 
or—as the Maſorites have pointed that ſacred 
Name Jebovab, the Lord. And this, I hum- 
bly conceive, points the ſame Way, or ſuppoſes 
the Palm addreſs'd to the ſame Perſon, as lame- 
nazzeh—only, perhaps, with this Difference, for 
the moſt Part, at leaſt; that the Pſalms which are 
inſcrib'd lamena eb, are addreſs'd to him, chiefly, 
in the Way of Deſcription, Repreſentation, or Pro- 
phecy, of what he was to undertake, to ſuffer, or 
to do, on our Behalf ; whereas thoſe inſcrib'd Hal- 
lelujab, are As of Adoration and Praiſe," for what 

he has ane, and will do, for 25 Wen and Peo- 


Ple, 
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ple, through all Generations, or from the Begin- 


ning even to the End of the World. Tis in this 
View, I confeſs, that I look upon this Title Hal- 
lelujah : It ſeems to direct what Pſalm lxviii. 4. di- 


rects, in theſe Words, Sing unto God, ſing Praiſes 


to his Name : Extol him that rideth upon (or ruleth 
in) the Heavens, in bis Name Jah. God ruleth 
all Things, as he made all Things, by bis Word ; 
that Word which was in the Beginning, but in the 
Fulneſs of Time was made Fleſb. His Name Jab, 
therefore, muſt denote him: And to praiſe him in 
that, is to praiſe him in, and through, his eternal 


Word and Son, our bleſſed Refuge and Redeemer, 


Chri#, He is Jem Fahvob, the Name of the Lord; 
as we may plainly ſee in Jai. xxx. 27, and in 
many other Places. And in Pſalm xxvi. 1. He is 
not only ſtyPd Jabvob, but appears to be be 
Name, i. e. the Mediator, on whom David truſted, 
and through whom he preſented his Supplications. 
For thus he there addreſſes the Father, in the 
Words of our Tranſlation, Judge me, O Lord, for 
1 have walk'd in my Integrity: and then adds, J 
have truſted alſo in the Lord, in the Lord thy Son, 
and our Helper, i. e. For that, doubtleſs, is the 
Meaning of the ſecond Clauſe of this /; David's 
Plea for Mercy from Jabvob, the Father, being 
plainly this, that he had truſted, and was truſting, 
on Jahvob—his Son, whom he hath given us to 
truſt in, and be our Rock and Refuge, through 
all Generations. Hallelujah, therefore, ſeems to 
be the ſame as Praiſe God in Chriſt, praiſe him 
beſem Fabvob, in his Name Jabvob, his true and 
only begotten Son : Who is ſaid to be his 
Name, becauſe he has, and therefore ſhews, 


the Nature of the Father, undertaking to be 
malac Fahbvoh, the executing or working Jab- 


L 2 | vob ; 
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vob; and malac berit, the Angel, or rather the 
Worker, Performer, or Executor of that gra- 
cious Covenant, which God vouchſaf'd to en- 
ter into with Man; and which he has aſſured 
us he will for ever, and to the uttermoſt, ful- 
Fr by taking this facred, ene ame 
Fabvob. a 
But this is a Matter which W to he mare 
op explain*d ; and therefore I ſhall beg the Rea- 
der*s Patience while I. uſe my poor Endeavours, 
and enlarge a little.—1 begin, therefore, with ob- 
ſerving, that 
The 7ews have Reaſon to ſtile abvch—or Je. 
veuab, as they have pointed it—emphatically, be 
Name. It is ſo calPd Levit. xxiv. LI, where it is 
meant by hoJem, THE NAME; the Name, 
7. e. or the Glory, which God has appropriated 
to himſelf, and will not give unto another; as it 
denotes his neceſſary Exiſtence, Unchangeableneſs, and 
Feractty ; his be ing him who alone truly 2d, d wy, 
and who can never change, or be any other than 
what he is. He, therefore, who bears this Name 
cannot be another: He muſt be intimately, and 
eſſentially united with the eternal Power and 
Godhead, being the real ſubſtantial eTavy=cp, 
or Shining. forth of "his Glory, and the true a- 
pep, or expreſs Tmage, F bis Perſon. Such, 


* 80 I would redder” the Words when they denote (as in 
Exod. 3—2, and elſewhere) the Logos, the malac Berit; which 
1 would render likewiſe, as here, the Executor, or F ulfiller of 
the Covenant. | This, ſeems to be the primary, and moſt pro- 
per Signification of malac, Which is applied to an Angel or 
Meſſenger,” only becauſe he is ſent to do the melacab, or Buſi- 
neſs of him that ſends him—Or, it may be render'd the ent 
Febvoh, as The Logos vouchſaf d to be. And when it denotes 
Him, or only an Angel, or m ing Spirit 8; , the 
Context — | 


7 
* 
nk 


Es 


We 
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we know, His Word and Son is declar'd ton be: 
And he is, for that Reaſon as humbly, and with 
all due Reverence,; I conceive—ſpecially, : and 
emphatically called bam, and Jem" Jabvob. He 
is ſo calb'd; becauſe he is Hr νννν.· iber 
Shining forth of the inviſible God, - whom no Man 
hath ſeen," or can ſee; the yaptulip, or expre 
nage of bim who is the elf Pohl £4 1 | 
Being and Bleſſedneſs. For, antiently, the Name 
of a Thing was deſign'd to be its qyaparing,, or 
expreſs Imige , ſetting forth, and repreſenting its 
very Subfagce-end Nate, LS. 
Agreeably to this we read, Deut, vi. 4. Fabvob 
our God is one Fahvoh. The Godhead, i. e. is not 
divided: It is one eternal Power and Godhead ; 
and each Perſon who partakes of the Name, par- 
takes of the Nature, or Eſſence alſo, of Jabvob. 
As the Father is d wv, He who neceſſarily and 
unchangeably exiſts, ſo is the Son, and the holy 
Spirit alſo. For as the Sun cannot be without 
its Light, ſo—the Father cannot be without his 
glorious anauyaoud, or blefſed Son; nor either 
of them without that bleſſed Spirit, who proceeds 
from, and ſubſiſts in them both. Each Perſon, 
therefore, is what he is, by the fame Neceſſity of 
Nature, and each is equally and alike unchangea- 
ble, and for that Reaſon, Jabvob, Creator, Pre- 
ſerver, Ruler and Governor of all Things, and 
jointly—one Lord, one God over all, bleſſed. for 
cver. It really is, and muſt be, therefore, as we 
read, theſe Three are One : and juſtly. did Chriſt 
ſay, Job. xiv. 9s He that bath. ſeen me, hath ſeen 
the . Father, being thus. the Shining-forth, or 
Brightneſs of his Glory, and the expreſs Image of 
n / 5 
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In him, accordingly, from the Foundation of 
the World, he has been pleaſed to manifeſt him- 
ſelf: And that, in a wondrous Oeconomy, Order or 
Diſpenſation, reſpecting both our Creation and Re- 
demption. In purſuance of which Oeconomy or 
Diſpenſation, it is, I conceive, that though in the 
firſt Chapter of Geneſis, there is no Mention of 
Jabvob, but only of Elobim, or God, ſpeaking 
and acting as Creator; yet in the next Chapter, v. 
4. immediately after the Sanctification of the Sab- 
bath that firſt Token of God's dealing with Men 
in the Way of a Covenant, and offering himſelf; 
as it were, to be their Santtifyer, Exel. xx. 12.— 
the Style is changed, and he is ſpoke of as Fabvob 
Elobim, the Lord God. This ſeems to be a plain 
Intimation, that it was with a ſpecial View to that 
Covenant which was eſtabliſhed from the Foun- 
dation -of the World, and to certify us-that it 
mould be for ever, and to the uttermoſt, fulfill d, 
that God was pleaſed to take that ſacred Name: 
In and by which he would be known, and wor- 
ſhipp*d, as dealing with us—not arbitrarily, or 
upon his Right of Dominion, as Creator, only 
but—graciouſly, or as he that meant 10 ſanctiſy, 
and make us meet for a better Country, according. 
to the Terms of the Covenant. 
Thus far, therefore, or in this Senſe, there is 
ſome Foundation for that Opinion, or Tradition 
of the Fews—that there is always Mercy implied 
in this Name Jabvob. It ſeems, always, to re- 
mind us of God's gracious Covenant with us, and 
to lead our Thoughts—moft immediately, and 
directly to him, who vouchſafes to be, for us, 
malac Fabvob, the executing, or working Jabvob; 
and malac berit, the Angel, or Executor, of the 
Covenant. But yet Mercy and Wrath come from 
him; and he diſpenſes both; according N the 
Tak erms 
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Terms of the Covenant. It is no Diſproof of 
this Opinion, therefore, to ſay, that this ſacred 
Name is often uſed both in the Denunciation, and 
in the Execution of Threatnings, and Judgments. 
For theſe Things muſt be, and they muſt Ge EXC= 
cuted too, by him who executes the Covenant. . Nay, 
and they are often—or rather, always—Mercies, to 
the People of God in general; as tending to awa- 
ken them into a Senſe of what relates to their 
Peace. And even to thoſe upon whom they are 
executed, and who are—for their Incorrigibleneſs 
Deut off by them, they are ſo far Mercies, as to 
hinder them from adding to their Tranſgreſ- 
fions, and fo drawing upon themſelves yy heavier 
Puniſhments in the World to come. 
This, at leaft, is certain; after God was Ad 
declar'd to be their Sanctifyer, and to deal with 
them in the Way of a Covenant, for ihe Sanctiſica- 
tion of Men, by this San#tification of the Sabbath, 
he is moſt frequently ſpoke of under the Name 
of Jabvob, or Jabvob Elobim, the Lord God. 
Only the Serpent—it is very remarkable — never 
mentions Jabvob. And what ſhould be the Mean- 
ing of this, but that he either did not know of, 
or would not ſeem to own, that gracious Cove- 
nant with Man, for the Confirmation of which 
this ſacred Name ſeems to have been taken. He 
either was not then made acquainted with that My- 
ſtery, and Wonder of Love, which has been ſince 
that ſo fully, and zo bis Confuſion, diſplay'd : Or 
he was even then ſaying, in Effet—what' he af- 
terwards, by the Mouths of poor Demoniacs, faid 
directly —what have I to do with thee, thou Feſus 
of Nazareth? © 

Eve herſelf, *tis true, in her Anſwers to the 
Serpent, ſpeaks only of God, and does not men- 
don — but neither ſhe; nor Adam, tis like. 


Were 
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were- then acquainted with the gracious Wr 
being not reveal'drateven to them, probably— till 
— the Fall. Afterwards, however, ſhe ſeems 
not only te have known it, but to have taken it 
in the Senſe. I am ſuppoſing. For in that Senſe, 
ſurely, ſhe-mut take it, if ſhe ſaid—as ſhe: ems 
to have done, and as Fagius, and ſeveral other 
learned Men have thought ſhe did ſa - upon the 
Birth of Cain. I haus gotten a Man (not from Jab- 
vob, but,) even th. Fabvob 3, He, who is to fol- 
il the Promiſe, and bruiſe ibe Serpent's Head, 
For the Hebrew Particle eth, as it is the fame with 
our Engl Particle the/inverted, ſo it ſeems gene- 
rally, at leaſt, to have the ſame;Lſe—and, when it 
has he Uſe of a Prepoſition' ande ſighifies with, it 
was pronounced perhaps, and mighæ be pointed, 
1 ſhould think, for DiſtinRions: Sake, 0b, or ii, 
as it always is with its Affixes.Iu Cain, there- 
fore, Eve ſeems to have thaughi, ſhe had the Ful- 
filler of the Promiſe, eth Jobwab, the Jahvah. 
And when ſhe found hetſelf; miſtaken, in expect - 
ing ſuch a ſpeedy Performance of its ſhe calls her 
next Son Abel, or Vanity. The firſt, however, 
ſhe ſeems to have imagin'd wou'd be he Fahueb, 
or promiſed Seed à and in that — oy rg — 
him Cain, a Poſſeſſion; od + "hd ſhe Was 
Jayfd 1 in 2 Rut 0 2132 71 4 $7387 

| However. this be, it is e ee L-think 1 oven 
by thoſe: who deny his kcal apd efynrial Divini- 
ty; that it was 0 Lagos, or that Perſon whom 
St. Fobn calls the Ford, who alk along appear d; 
and acted, and ſpake to the Patriatchs, under 
the Name of Fabuab. Aud that he thus appeat'd, 
and acted under this ſacred Name, as the Me- 
diator, and as nalas Berit, the Angel or Execu- 
tor of the Covenant, ſeems td,appgar- very plain 
from that ſolemn Proclamation ahebis bin 13 
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to , Moſes, Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7, where he declares 
himſelf to be Jabvob, Fabvob Elobim the Lord, 
the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long - ſuffer- 
ing, abundant in Goodneſs and Truth, keeping 
Mercy for Thouſands, noſe vavon, bearing Iniquity, 
Tranſgreſſion and Sin.—80, I think, the Words 
would moſt truly be rendered—not forgiving, but 
bearing Iniquity.—For-the primary and proper Sig- 
nification of naſa is, to bear: And ſo we truly ren- 
der it, Jſai. liii. 4, naſa be hath born our Griefs. 
And even here the Interlincar Verſion is ferens 
Iniquitatem, bearing Iniquity—agreeably to St. 
Peter's Words, Chriſt bare our Sins in his own 

Body. No, if this is and it ſeems, almoſt un- 
gqueſtionably, to be the Meaning and moſt pro- 
per Rendring of the Words; muſt we not con- 
clude, that the Lagos is here proclaiming himſelf 
Fabvob, with a View—chiefly— to his being the 
great Mediator, or Executor of the Covenant 
his being @ Miniſter for the Truth: of God, and 
conveying his promiſed Mercies, by condeſcend- 
ing, and coming, to bear Iniquity, Tranfgreſſion- 
and Sin: In Ger. iii. 8. et ſeq. where he promiſes 
them, and eſtabliſhes, or declares, the —— 
with our firſt Parents, he is all along ſpoke of un- 
der the Name of Jabvobh Elobim, the Lord God 
though in what paſſed between the Serpent, 
and Eve, in the Beginning of that Chap. he is 
never mention'd by that Name. And for 
that Reaſon, I humbly conceive, as the graci- 
ous malac, or Executor of the Covenant, he here 
proclaims himſelf by that ſacred Name; as a ſo- 
lemn Aſſurance of his Truth and Veracity in 
performing it, and keeping Mercy for Thouſands of 
Generations. Den ane 1 "I 

| Nay, as ſuch, and in, or by this ſacred Name, 
he ſeems to have dier pray'd to, or 
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invok'd, from the Be nning or from the Days 
— Seth, among 5 — Deſcendants, at 
leaſt. We ars are — ſo, conceive, Gen. iv. 26, 
where; upon the Birth of Enos, it is ſaid, T hen 
began Men (not to call upon, but) to pray, or in- 
voke, in the Name of the Lord, beJem Jabvob. 
A lod uſeful, and worthy Writer“, indeed, ſup- 
poſes the Place to mean only, that Men began 
then to call themſelves by the Name of the Lord; 
or the Saus of God, as Moſes afterwards expreſſes 
it. But though this may be allow'd in one Senſe, 
or in Reſpect to their OC g themſelves, 
by their. profeſſing themſelves Worſhippers or Ser- 
vants of Jabvab: Yet Moſes, — muſt mean 
to tell us by theſe Words what this learned Wri- 
ter contends he meant to tell us by the ſame Words, 
when applied to Abrabam, &c.— that Men began 
then, 25 greater Numbers, 0 invoke or pray in, 
and by, this Name. Cain, and ſuch as were like 
him, we may preſume, did not do this. The 
Practice prevailꝰd only, or chiefly, in — Family 
of Seth: And might therefore, very properly be 
taken Notice of here, upon the Birth ”* his his Lon; 
to intimate to us, that the Practice increas*d, and 
ſpread: itſelf, with his Family. As hat increaſed, 
2 were not only Adam and Seth, but a good 
Number, who invok*d- and worſhipp'd in that 
Name; as Ah -e may preſume—had done, in 
that Sacrifice which he is ſaid to have offer*'d by 
Faith. For what can ſo probably be meant by 
that Expreſſion of the Apoſtle, as that he offer d 
bis Sacrifice, in a Belief and upon the 
promiſed Seed. be Jabvob which Cain refuſing, 
or 1 5 to do, was not accepted. Him, as 
. as Abel, doubtleſs, Adam had inſtructed, or 
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taught to hope for that promiſed Seed, and to 
| ſeek for Acceptance only through the Faith of bin. 
But Cain wou'd fee no Neceſſity for that, but was 
ſelf-ſufficient, truſting in his own Righteouſneſs, 
and expecting to find Acceptance, without - Faith 
in Fabvob, the Mediator. Till the Family of Setb 
increas'd, therefore, there cou'd be few, or none, 
beſides Alam and himſelf, who worſnipp'd thus 
througb the Faith of Him. But becauſe the Prae- 
rice increas'd, and ſpread: itſelf, in Proportion to 
the Increaſe of bis Family, the ſacred Hiſtorian 
took Notice of it, when his Family began to in- 
creaſe. And by them, we need not doubt, it 
was kept up; and from them it deſcended to all 
the religious Pairiarchs, as it appears to have done 
to Moab, who is expreſly ſaid to have vans an Al- 
tar to Jabvob, Gen. viii. 20. 

But by Degrees, and in Proportion to the 1 2 
creaſe of Corruption among Men, they * . 

fall off from this Way of Worſhipping: Till, at 
length, Abrabam was choſe to be, as it were, the 
Depoſitary of this Faith: and Worſhip and, as 
ſuch commanded to come into the Land of Canaan. 
There, ſeveral Times, Jabvob appear'd to him: 
And there, in ſeveral Places, he built Altars, and 
pray'd in his Name. Jſaac his Son did the like, 
and fo did his Grandſon Jacob alſo, binding him- 
ſelf, by a Vow, to take Jabvob for his God. 
And by this Vow, as the before-mention'd learn- 
ed Writer well obſerves, he cou'd not mean to 
bind himſelf to the Worſhip of the God and Fa- 
ther of all, in Oppoſition to Idols and falſe Gods: 
For him, doubtleſs, all Men have ever meant to 
worſhip, But the Thing in which they were ſo 
apt to miſtake, was the Name, or Mediator, in, 
and by whom they were to approach and' invoke 
ſin, The- * ' and the * 
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of Jarob's Vow muſt have been, to bind himſelf 
to approach in the Name Jahvob, and to invoke 
him through that Perſon, who—in his Dream 
appear d to him, and claim'd it. By this it was 
that he, and his Children after him—all the faith- 
ful J/atlites—yere diſtinguiſhed from the Hea- 
then, and all that follow'd Vanity and Lyes, as the 
. eee The Way, or Method 
of, Worſhip, which ey fell into, was, 10 invoke, 
cor pray be/em habaval, in the Name of Baal (as 
We may ſce 1 Kings xviii. 24, 25, 26.) or in ſome 
other Name of their own Invention. But the 
Name in which Noab-— Abraham— Jacol— prayed, 
land hop'd to find Aceeptance, was Jabvob. He 
was their Rock and Refuge, their Mediator, i. e. 
or the Perſon. in, and through whom they hop'd 
for Mercy from, the inwi/ible God, whom no Man 
Hath ſeen, or can ſee. That-is the diſtinguiſhing 
Title, or Character of the Father: And therefore, 
the Perſon. in whom Abrabam and Jacob thus 
invok'd, as appearing and manifeſting. himſelf to 
them, muſt be the Son; Him whom the Prophet 
Jaiab alſo declares himſelf to have ſeen, in a Vi- 
ſion, Chap. vi. 1, and whom in ver. 3, 5, he calls 
ttbe King, the Lord of, Hoſts, Fabvob ebaot. And 
that he: was the Perſon, whom the Prophet ſaw, 
.we. are aſſured by an Apoſtle, 7 ohn xiv. 41 A 1 . 
ay, it cannot be doubted, I think, but that 
Job alſo, was well acquainted with this ſacred Name, 


and: Way of Worſhip. It is ſuppos d, indeed, that 


be did not himſelf write the Book which gives us 
Aan Account of his Troubles. But if he did not, 
yet in Chap. i. 21, he ig declar'd to have ſaid, Fab- 
vob gave and Jabvab hath taken away ; bleſſed 
be the Name of Jabuobh: And in Chap. xii. 9, 
the Hand of Jabuob hath; wrought this, Theſe 
Words, ſurely, would not have been put 20 
10 | S Te : ; 18 
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his Mouth, if the Writer of his Hiſtory had 
known him to have been an utter Stranger to this 
ſacred Name. However, that he was not a Stran- 
ger tobe Perſon, Office and Monſnp of him, to 
whom it is here ſuppos d more eſpecially ta relate, 
appears very plain, I think, asc from other Places, 
ſo particularly from Chap. xxviii, 28, Where he 
thus ſpeaks, Uno Man, He (God) ſaid, Behold, 
the Fear of. the Lord is Miſdum, and io depart from 
Evil is Unllerſtanding. For, though the Name | 
here uſcd is Adonai, yet ſtill here are | manifeſtly 
two -Per/ous—under the Characters of God and 
Adonai - ſpok ena of, and implied in this Place. 
And the Deſigu and Meaning of it ſeems, evi- 
dently to be this 3 From the Time: that be malle a 
Decree for the Rain, and fon the Lightning of , the 
Thunder from the Beginning, i. e. Cod (the Fa- 
ther) /aid upto, Man, Bebold, 'the Fear, of Adonai— 
who is to ſit on my. right Hand, till J make; all his 
Enemies his Faotſtool, Pſal. cx. A — This is Wiſdom. 
He it is that muſt teach ybu the right and the 
good Way, or that true Uuaderſtanding of dopart- 
ing from Evil. —If this is, as it manifeſtly ſeems 

to be, the true Meaning of this Place, it muſt 
be allow. that Job alſo teal, acquainted. wh 
the | Perſon and: Office, af the Sen af God: 
that may incline, us to believe alſo, that he _ 
not an vctar 8stunger, at leaſt, to ben ſacred 
Name, Fabvoh. Da. in 11014 9013 di 4 84 51. 

But if theſe Things! be ſo, how muſt we account 
> what we read in Exad. vi,g..T appear'd,.unto 
Abrabam—in God Al mighty; but in my Name 
Jabvob was I not known to them? Commenta- 
tors have differ'd, indeed, in explaining, theſe 
Words: And a late noted Author, it ſeems, has 
taken Occaſion from hence to. aſſert; that the 
Name was neyer before heard of. Very 2 he 
157 ſeems 


ſvems to be in this, as may appear from what 
bas been here ſaid. And much more might have 
_ . that had been the Thing in View 
rticularly Gen. xxii. 14, where Mrabam 
= Place where he had been commanded to 
offer his Son, from this ſacred Name, Fabvoh jireb, 
might have been urg'd, as a —_— _ deciſive 
Proof, But indeed the Thing is plain and evi- 
dent, from the whole Hiſtory . rabam, Iſaac, 
and Jacob. It is ev*ry why and in ſeveral 
Ways, ſhewing—to thoſe who are not fo haſty as 
to cut the Knot, which they will not take the 
Pains to untie that they were not only well ac- 
vainted with the Name, but appriz'd 'alſo of the 
See, or 1 of 885 to whom it 
18, often, ar 0 
What 1 to . is to account 
for thoſe Words—which may eaſily be done, in 
the Way that ſome of the beft "Commentators 
have taken, and which is grounded upon this 
Meaning and Application of the ſaer Name. 
For the Words may be render'd, as they ſuppoſe, 
Jwas ſeen to Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob in God 
Almighty; but in ny Name Fabvob vas I not known ib 
len: And then the Meaning appears to be, Ara 
« ham, &c.—ſaw and — me to be God All-faf- 
ficient and Almighty, but thty did not ſee and find 
«we 10 be, in Fact, Jabvob ; becauſe I did not 
<« then perform the Promiſe, and fulfil the Cove- 
«© nant—of . them the Poſſeſſion of the 
«Land of C Thus they did not know 
him to be — the ſame Senſe that the 
Word know is us'd, Jai. lix. 8, They ſhall not 
know, 1. e. they ſhall not ſee, or find, Peace. A. 
\ brabaw;: Laac and Jacob, i. e. had nor this expe- 
rimental Proof of his being Jabvob the * 


rn 
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had not yet fulfill'd the Promiſe he had made 
them, concerning the Land of Canaan. But 
now the Time was come in which he would ſhew 
himſelf mindful of it. It immediately follows, 
therefore, ver. 4.—8, And I alſo eſtabliſbed my Co- 
venant with them, to give them the Land of Canaan, 
And I bave heard the Groaning of the Children of 
Ifrael—wherefore ſay to the Children of Tſraeh, Iam 
Fahvob—He' that keepeth Covenant and Mercy 
and I will bring you out——and I will take yon to 
me for a People—and I will bring yon into the Land; 
concerning which I did ſwear to give it to Abrabam, 
to Iſaac, and to Jacob, and I will give it to yon for 
an Heritage; I am Jabvob: And; by my doing 
this, you ſhall ſee and know eit, though I was 
« not thus known to Abrabam, Jaac, or Jacob; 
but only gave them abundant Proofs, in many 
4 Aëts of Power and Goodneſs, that I am el %. 
du, the All- ſufficient and Almighty! God.“ 
And thus —in theſe following Verſes—God ſeems 
to — own Words, and to _— us — 
it was only the Proof, or experimental Knowledge, 
of his being Nabe che God that keepeth Co- 
venant and Mercy — which Abrabam, Iſaac and 
Facob, wanted: 5 a | 

It is, alſo, in this Explication of the ſacred 
Name, I conceive, that we may beſt diſcern the 
Deſign and Meaning of what we read; Exod, iii. 
13—15, where, when God was ſending Moſes to 
the Children of Iſrael, he ſuppoſes them to ask, 
What is his Name — The Name, z. e. in which 


they were now to invoke and worſhip. bim; whe- 
ther it was ſtill to be Jabvob, or whether. he 
would now be pleasꝰd to give them any other, to 
call upon him by? Taking: Moſes*s Queſtion in 
this Way, we ſhall find the Anſwer of to be 
direct and full (eſpecially if we ſuppoſe 4/er here 
i 7 N | | do 


Le 
to ſignify not qiu, but guia, as it plainly does, and 
is allow'd to do, in ſome Places, particularly Ec- 
cleſ. viti; 11, and 1 Kings, xv. 13, thus,) And God 
ſaid ehjeh aſer ehjeh, ſum quia ſum, I am, becauſe 
Jam; becauſe I exiſt by the Neceſſity of my 
Nature, and can never change, but muſt ſtill be 
the ſame Yeſterday, and to Day, and for ever. And 
therefore thus halt tbou ſay. unto. the: Children of 
Tfraelj. I AM hath ſent me unto you. And. —leſt 
this ſhould not be 'enough—God ſaid moreover— 
thus. ſhalt thou ſay-=-Jahvob, the God of your Fa- 
thers—He-who cannot change either his Nature, 
or his Name—bath ſent me unto you. This (Jahvoh) 
is my Name for ever, and this'my Memorial to. all 
Generations. I will ever be known, and ſhew 
* myſelf to be Jabvob, the God of Truth, keep- 
ing Covenant and Mercy for Thouſands. And 
«as your Fathers worſhipp'd in this Name tho“ 
<« they only truſted in it, and embtac'd my Pro- 
* miſes while yet afar. off ſo you muſt ſtill do 
<« the ſame; and ſhall now and ever find that I 
am indeed Fabvob, he that never changes, but 
<« is keeping Covenant and Mercy through all Ge- 
* nerations, and for ever“, 
Theſe Papers would ſwell into a Volume, if I 
were to take Notice of all the Places, where, as 
I apprehend, this ſacred Name is applied, parti- 
cularly, io. God the Son, and urg'd as it were 
for a Proof of his Truth and Veracity in perform- 
ing the Covenant; of his being, i. e. in the Lan- 
guage of St. Paul, Rom. xv. 8, 4 Miniſter. for the 
Truth of God, to confirm the Promiſes. made unto 
the Fathers; or, as he elſewhere ſpeaks, of his 
being Him, in whom all the Promiſes of God are 
Yea and Amen; all aſſur'd, perform'd, and ful- 
fill'd. Is appears very plain in Deut. vii. . 
Know—jhat Jabvob thy God, he is God, ibe laid 7 
oz ur eo” | 00, 
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God, bo keepeth Covenant and Mercy—PFor this 
Character 7ahvob thy God, proves it to relate 10 
God the Son, as having taken the Government 
upon his Shoulder, and being, in an eſpecial Man- 
ner, the God and King of Hrael.— And ſo again, 
Levit. 26. 44, 45. When they ſhall be in their Ene- 
mies Land, I will not caſt them away—to break my 
Covenant with them: for I am Fabvob their God. 
But I will remember the Covenant—1 am Fabvob. 
And thus he would prove and ſhew himſelf ro be 
ſo, according to that Declaration in the Prophet, 
J am Fabvohb, I change not, therefore ye Sons of Facob 
are not conſumed. | | 

And this, I humbly conceive is the Reaſon—ag 
Dr. Lightfoot obſerves—that after ſeveral particus 
lar Laws, &c. we have often theſe Words, I am 
the Lord, Jabvob. Thus, for Inſtance, Levit. 26, 
2. Ye ſhall keep my Sabbaths, and reverence my Sanc- 
tuary, I am Fabvob. I will perform my Part of 
« the. Covenant: And be you careful, by your 
«© Obſervance of theſe my Commands, to perform 
* yours alſo.” A 

The Seventy, therefore, were happy in rendring 
this facred Name by d xvupios, a Word which, ac- 
cording to its Etymology, implies ratiſying and con- 
firming, as well as Rule and Dominion. It does not 
expreſs the full Meaning of the ſacred Name, but 
it ſeems to come the neareſt to it of any Word 
in the Greek Language; and anſwers well to the 
Character of him, who was to be 4 Miniſter for 
the Trutb, and to fulfil the Promiſes of God. And 
when we conſider that this Word, or Title, d xupoc, 
the Lord, is every where almoſt, thro* the whole 
New Teſtament, the peculiar Title and Character 
of Chriſt ; and that the Writers of the New, took 
their Stile and Language, chiefly, from this Tranſ- 
lation of the Old Teftament ; can we doubt, 1 

. ther 
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ther it points him out to us as the Jabvob, that 
gracious Miniſter for the Truth of God who pro- 
claimed himſelf by that Name, Exod. 34. 6. Thoſe 
Words particularly in Rom. 14. 9. To this End 
Chriſt both died, and roſe, and reviv'd again, that 
be might be Lord both of the Dead and Living, will 
they not receive great Light, if we underſtand 
them in this Way ; if we ſuppoſe them to mean, 
that Chriſt died, and roſe and reviv'd again, that 
he might be known and found to be the Jabvobh, 
the Malac, or Executor of the Covenant to them 
both. Lord, or he that had a Right of Dominion 
over them, he was by Creation; but to be Jahvob 
to them—in the full Senſe of the Word —He was 
to die, and riſe, and revive again. The Apoſtles 
Words are, indeed, i pic von, 2 pEXPwy, 9, 
Soi los, which may ſeem to mean only that he 
might be a Lord, or Ruler, over them. But if we 
attend, either to Hoſea 2. 16. where he ſeems to 
diſclaim, as it were, Names of Dominion, and to 
chooſe thoſe Which imply a Covenant; or to the 
Etymology and Derivation of the Verb xf vo, 
from xupo: and wxvpow, to ratify and confirm 
obſerving alſo, that it was only the Right, if I may 
ſo ſpeak, of being the Ratifier and Extcutor of 
the Covenant, both to the Dead and Living, 
which Chriſt wanted, or needed to die and revive 
for—we may well ſuppoſe, that this was the Thing 
which the Apoſtle pointed at, and defign'd to 
expreſs. . In the foregoing Verſes he ſays, None of 
us lives to himſelf, and no Man dies to himſelf : For 
—twbether we live—or die, we are the Lord's; 
& we are in the Hands of him, who, as the Malac, 
4 or Executor of the Covenant, has the ſole Right 
4 to diſpoſe of us.” For, indeed, it was for this 
End, that Chriſt both died, and roſe, and reviv'd, 
that he might be poſſeſs'd of this Right, which = 
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all he wanted ina xupisugy—that he might be- 
come —in the full Senſe—o hp,, the Jabvob, 
and, as ſuch, have an abſolute Right to rule, and 
diſpoſe of, both the Dead and the Living. This 
ſeems to have been the Apoſtle's Meaning here.— 
And we may obſerve. the like, I think, concern- 
ing thoſe Words, Philip. 2. 9.—that every Tongue 
ſhould confeſs that Feſus Chriſt is Lord Do they 
not mean, that every Tongue ſhould confeſs him 
to be be Fabvob; him, who though he be in he 
Form of God, did yet vouchſafe to take the Form 
of a Servant, to confirm and fulfil the Promiſes, 
to the Glory of God the Father? And thoſe Places 
alſo, which ſpeak of one God, and one Lord—in 
Diſtinction, as it were, from the one God—do 
they not repreſent and declare Chriſt to be that 
gracious Jabvob, that Lord God, by whom the Fa- 
ther had along, and particularly in the Prophets, 
Hof. 1. 7. and in Zech. 9. 16. encourag?d his Peo- 
ple to look for Salvation; and in whoſe Name, 
as being Jabvob, the Faithful have ever been taught 
to truſt, and ſeek Acceſs to the Throne of his 
Grace ? 

However, that he really is ſuch, is implied and 
prov'd, in that bleſſed Name—Feſus—which was 
given him by the Angel. That, in the Hebrew, 
from whence it is deriv'd“ —as appears by the 
Septuagint's rendering Feboſbuab by it — denotes 
Fabvob our Saviour, or Salvation. And as Moſes, 
when he gave this Name to Ofþea the Son of Nun, 
declar'd him to be a Type, or Figure, of Fahvob 
our Salvation, ſo when God, by his Angel, directed 
it to be given to Chriſt, he ſhew'd and deelar'd 
him to be the Perſon. 

The Fews, indeed, at preſent, will not ſee this; 
but there is a Promiſe in their Favour, that here- 
* See Pearſon on the Creed, Art. 2, 
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after they ſhall ſee and know it. We have it in 
Exel. 20. 42. Ye ſhall know that I am Jabvob, when 
T ſhall bring you into the Land of Tfrael. For this 
Promiſe is made to them, plainly, as they are now, 
{catter*d over the Face of the Earth. But they do 
not now want to be taught or made to know that 
the Father is Jabvoh or 7ehovah : They even con- 
tend that he, and he alone is ſuch; refuſing to 
own, and even denying this, with Reſpect to 
Chriſt, This therefore muſt be what they will be 
made to know: Yes, they ſhall look on him whom 
they pierc d, and be made to ſee and confeſs, that 
though they would not have him to reign over 
them; though they cried out, not this Man, but 
Barabbas, yet he has ever been their God and 
King, and, in very Deed, Jabvob the God of 
Truth. Both they and we ſhall find, that as he is 
the Amen, the faithful and true Witneſs, Rev. 3. 
14. fo he is the God Amen alſo, in Jai. 65. 16. a 
Miniſter for the Truth of God, in the before-cited 
Words of the Apoſtle, and as ſuch Zabveh, and 
him alone by whom we know the Father to be 
Fabvoh alſo; agreeably to his own Words, 10 
Man knoweth the Father, but the Con, and he 10 
whom the Son will reveal him. And how, indeed, 
ſhould it be otherwiſe ? The Sun can be ſeen only 
by its own Light: And the eternal Father alſo, 
mult be ſeen and known, in that ſbining-forth of 
his Glory, by which he is pleas'd to reveal himſelf 
to us. Therefore he is ha/em, the Name, the Name 
which is above every Name. This is his peculiar 
Glory: It is not, cannot be given 79 another ; 
becauſe no other Name, nor any other Perſon, 
can ſhew us who, and what the Father is; no 
other is, or can be, aTeavyaoug xy yapaxlp— 
the Brightneſs of his Glory, and A 205 ſhare 
Er od ES ne 
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Even thoſe Expreſſions of ſeeking the Name, 

and truſting on the Name—of the Lord, and the 
like, which we ſo often meet with in Scripture, 
can we ſuppoſe. them to be only cuſtomary Forms 
of ſpeaking ? Have they not a much clearer, and 
more expreſſive Meaning, if they are ſuppos'd to 
ſignify ſeeking that Perſon, and truſting on that 
Perſon, by whom alone we have Acceſs to the Fa- 
ther, and in, and through whom all his Mercies 
have ever been convey'd to Mankind? And is not 
the Caſe the ſame alſo, in all thoſe Petitions, 
which we ſo frequently meet with, for thy Name s 
Sake, be merciful—or when God himſelf ſays, I 
will do it for my Name*s Sate? Does not the Fa- 
ther here ſhew us, through whom he conveys his 
Mercies to us? And did not they who ſaid, for 
thy Name*s Sake, be merciful—pray, and hope to 
find Acceſs, through the ſame Mediator, by whom 
we are taught to preſent our Supplications ? They 
had not ſuch a clear and diſtinft Knowledge 
of him, as we have, *tis true—though it was 
much clearer in many of them, I believe, than 
we are apt to imagine—but yet they might, and 
did know, I conceive, that this was praying thro? 
him that was the Mediator, or tbe Name whereby 
wwe mult be ſav' d. St. Peter's ſpeaking of him 
under that Character he Name whereby we muſt 


be jav'd—to the Rulers and Elders of 1/rael, As 


iv. 12, makes it highly probable, that—however 
unwilling they might be to have it applied to 
Feſus of Nazareth, — they knew very well, that it 
was the proper Deſcription, or Character, of the Me- 
diator and Meſſiah. By what Power, or by what 
Name, have ye done this ? was their Queſtion. And 
St. Peter's Anſwer was, by the Name of Feſus of 
Nazareth—for there is no other Name—whereby 
we muſt be ſav'd, And when they diſmiſs'd the 
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| Apoſtles, their charge was, that they ſhould thence- 
forth ſpeak to no Man in this Name. never more 
repreſent Chriſt, i. e. as the Mediator, and Meſſiab: 
Well knowing, that if the People receiv'd him as 
ſuch, they muſt confeſs him to be—him that 
came in the Name of the Lord; according to his 
Character in Fſal. cxviii. 26. So the Fſalmiſt 
there deſcribes him; Bleſed be he that cometh in 
the Name of the Lord, he ſays—or rather, per- 
haps, by Way of Appoſition, in 1be Name, the 
Lord; as I conceive it might well be render'd, 

both here and elſewhere, —But however that be, 
and whether we read it, the Name of the Lord, or 
the Name, the Lord; it is plainly an Act of 
Praiſe, upon the Profpe& of Chris coming in 
the Fleſh, And when the holy Penman adds, 
ver. 27, el Jabvob, vaijaer lanu, God is the Lord 
(Fabvob) and will bew (not bath ſhew*d) us Light; 
is it not an Expreſſion of his Truſt, and full Af 
ſurance, that God wou'd do it, becauſe he is Fab- 
vob, the God of Truth, keeping Covenant and 
Mercy ?—Ts not the Meaning, God is Jabvob, he 
changes not, he cannot lie, or fail in the Perform- 
ance of his Promiſe : Therefore he will afluredly 
ſhine upon us, and ſend us Light, by him that 
cometh beJem Jabvob, in the Name, the Lord? 
who cometh, i. e. as Jabvob, Jabvob Elohim— 
the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious— 
bearing Iniquity,. 7. ranſereſſ ion, and Sin (for the Pe- 
nitent) but will by no Means clear the Guilty, or 
him that will not confeſs, and turn from the Evil 
of his Ways; agreeably to what was agg ob- 
ſerv'd on Exod. xxxiv. 6, | 

To me, I confeſs, theſe Things, 4nd many 

other Places of Scripture, which I could refer to, 
ſeem to prove, that it is Chrit—the Logos to 
whom os ſacred Name Jab vob is conſtantly 


leading 
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leading our Thoughts. —And this M. Goufſet * tells 
us has been prov'd, by Placæus cont. Socin. Part, 2. 
Arg. 32, multis idoneis argumentis, by many ſuffi- 
cient Arguments; for which—having never 
met with it—I can only refer the Reader to 
that Book. 1 | 

And if I ſhould add, that the very. Heathen My- - 
zhologies are helping to confirm our Belief of this, 
it will not be difficult, I apprehend, to give—at 
leaſt, highly probable—Proofs of ſuch an Aſſer- 
tion. For (as Varro is faid, by Ainſworth, to tell 
us, that Jupiter was the God of the Jes; ſo) 
what is more likely to be the true Etymology of 
Jupiter than Fab-pater ? And whence that Fable 
of Fupiter*'s being the Son of Saturn, but from 
this, that Fab, Jabvob, ſignified, or was ſuppos'd 
to be, the Son of the Eternal? For what does 
poyos—the Name by which the Grecians called 
Saturn—ſignify, or point at, but the eternal, or 
bleſſed Antient of Days, as the Prophet Daniel 
ſtiles God the Father? Jupiter, therefore—we 
may well conclude—is not 7uvans-pater, but Fah- 
pater, or Fo-pater, (as we may almoſt ſee in the 
oblique Caſes, —7ovis—Fove, which to be ſure 
are not form'd from Fupiter, but from the old 
Nominative Jovis, and bear a very near Reſem- 
blance to Fabvob, or Povah—) and Fah-pater is 
the Son pore, of the Eternal, or Ancient of Days. 
And as to the Name Saturn, alſo ; the Learned 
ſuppoſe it to be derivꝰd and form'd from theHebrew 
Verb ſatar, to lie hid, and to ſignify one that 
bideth himſelf. In this Name therefore looking 
beyond the Fables by which the Heathens ac- 
counted for it—we have the Character of The 
God who hideth himſelf, Iſai. xlv. 15; of the in- 
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viſible God, whom no Man hath ſeen or can ſee, 1 
Tim. vi, 16; and whom xo man can know, but he 
io whom be is reveaPd by the Son, Matth. xi. 27; 
who, according to the Scriptures was the Perſon 
by whom he made the Worlds, and in and by 
whom, according to the Judgement of the ancient 
Fathers, all the Appearances, 'or Manifeſtations of 
the Deity to the World, have ever been made.— 
By Tradition, and from the Time that Men be- 
gan to invoke, in the Name Jabvob, we may 
ſuppoſe, this Truth was handed down among 
them; and in the dark Ages, the Poets and My- 
zbologiſts diſguisꝰd and dreſs'd it up in their own 
Way, as they did many other Things which they 
receiv'd from Tradition. But the Truth of the 
Matter ſeems to be this, rm Jahvoh, the Name, 
the Lord, in and by whom the Patriarchs had 
learnt to invoke and worſhip, was that gracious 


Son of the Father, who is now manifeſted and 


made known to us, as the Chrijt. As he is the 
Brightneſs, or Shining-forth of his Glory, he is, 
we know, ane with the Father, and in and with 
him, and the eternal Spirit, one God over all, 
bleſſed for ever. But that Knowledge of this 
Myſtery, which we may thus ſuppoſe they had, 
they corrupted, and turn'd into the Fable—of 
a Jupiter dethroning his Father, Sc. as they have 
it in their Mytbologies. In which alſo, we have 
a Golden Age, under the Reign of Saturn, and 
Corruptions coming on apace, till at length there 
was an Iron Age, under the Reign of Jupiter. 
But the true Ground of this Fable alſo, ſeems to 
be pointed out in the ſacred Hiſtory, in what it 
ſays, of Men's beginning, in the Days of Seth, 
to worſhip, or pray, in the Name Jabvob. For, 
doing this, was proclaiming him to be their God, 
and that they were his Worſhippers and * 
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It was diſtinguiſhing themſelves from thoſe who 
refuſed or neglected. to do it; in the fame Man- 
ner as we are now diſtinguiſh'd from all, who do 
not pray in the Name of Chriſt, and confeſs them- 
ſelves to be His Servants. Here, then, began 
this ſuppos*'d Reign of Jupiter; but ſoon after, at 
leaſt, Corruption and Wickedneſs began alſo to 
ſpread it ſelt— the 1ron-Age came on—, and*in a 
little Time, there was only the Remembrance of 
thoſe better Days, that Golden- Age, which had pre- 
ceeded it,— Noah, we may be ſure, would give a 
true Account of the Matter to his Sons: But yet, 
when Men had again corrupted themſelves, it is 
no hard Matter to conceive, how this Fable might 
be propagated, and ſpread abroad, among 
their Poſterity alſo. | 
But let us turn our Thoughts to the Greeks alſo, 
and beſtow a little Conſideration on their Name 
for Fupiter, They call'd him 'Zzyu;, and faid 
: he was the Son p — ſo called p Tov 
p vor, quòd cum ipſo tempore extiterit, vel potiùs 
ante ipſum Tempus, Autor ipſe Temporis, ſays Scapu- 
da. Here therefore, plainly, we have The Eter- 
nal, under this oe, the Greek Name for Sa- 
turn. And as to his Son Zevs, the Grammarians 
derive the Name from &, to live; and by the 
Poets it is frequently wrote Zy, Tnyds—. Now, 
Does not St. John, ſpeaking of Chriſt, 1 Ep. 1, 
2. tell us, that the Life 7 Sn, was manifeſted ? 
Does not Adam alſo, call his Wife Eve, becauſe 
ſhe was to be the Mother col zai (not of all Li- 
ving — but rather, ſurely) of All Life; i. e. of 
Him who is The Life and Light of the World? 
Was not this Zi, or Zeus, among the Greeks, 
therefore the ſame as col zai in Genefis, and 
n Ch in St. John? Does it not point, probably, 
at Him by whom all Things confiſt, at God the 
kay Q | Wor d, 
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Word, the Son pe, of the Eternal, or B. An- 
tient of Days? — And as to the Oblique Caſes 
alſo, Gids—Hila, it may be worth enquiring, 
how theſe came to be the Oblique Caſes of Zeus. 
They are not form'd from it regularly; or in the 
Way that the Oblique Caſes in other Names, or 
Nouns, are form'd. No, as was before obſerved 
of Jupiter, Jovis, &c. theſe alſo ſeem to be the 
ſacred Name (which the Greeks appear to have 
known, and wrote ia) fram'd and faſhion'd in- 
to Aids, Ala, according to their Way of pronoun- 
cing it. The Acc. Aiæ particularly ſeems to be 
the very Hebrew eth Jab, wrote after the Chaldee 
Manner, with the Particle eh chang'd into their 
Prefix, D, and ſo becoming Aiæ, or, in the French 
Way, Diab. — Theſe Things are not certain, in- 
deed; but they ſeem highly probable, and afford 
us another ſtrong Preſumption, I think, that Jab, 
Fabwob, and Jem Jabvob, have all of them a ſpe- 
cial Relation, at leaſt, to God the Son, our ever- 
bleſſed Redeemer Chriſt the Lord. They may put 
us in Mind of thoſe Words of St. Paul to the 
Athenians, the God whom ye ignorantly worſbip, Him 
declare I unto you. If their 'Zzus was original] 
the ſame with St. John's 5 Son, they did indeed 7g- 
norantly worſhip Him; and He was (according 
to St. Paul's Words in another Caſe) as unknown, 
and yet well known among them, They were con- 
tinually facrificing to Him, as the Living God, 
Zaw, Zeus — AS the Son of the Eternal Xporiins, 
xporicay and yet they glorified Him not as God, 
but chang'd His Glory into Idols, and Fmages of 
Wood and Stone, Thus— He came into the World, 
and the World was made by Him—and even retain- 
ing ſtill a blind, and confug'd Kind of Knowledge 
of Him — and yet the World knew him not, In 
Him Te live, and move, and have our Being: We 
| : | are 


[ 107, ] 


ure His Offspring ; as St. Paul told theſe Athenians ; 


and yet they mock'd —and many, even among 
ourſelves, are ſtill diſputing, and refuſing to 
receive Him, truly, for their Lord and their God. 


But—could they any longer doubt or diſpute, - if 


they would thus conſider Him, as Jabvob, and 


Jem Fabvob, invok'd and ador'd as ſuch from the 


Foundation of the World ? From the Fall of Man, 
at leaſt, 1 conceive, it has been ſo; and in that 


Perſuaſion 


ſhall now at length conclude, that the 


Word Halleluyjab (the Title which led me to ob- 
ſerve theſe Things concerning the ſacred Name) 
calls us — moſt immediately and directly — 70 , 
praiſe and worſhip Chriſt : i. e. to praiſe and wor- 
ſhip the Father in, and through this His Glorious 


Name, Fab, His beloved, only-begotten, and 
T ruch-fulfilling Son, Chrift Feſus our Lord. 
. To go on then, with the remaining Titles of the 


Pſalms — The next of which, in the Hebrew, is 


- 
} 
1 
* 


: 


that before Pſalm cxx, which there—and before 


the fourteen next following Pſalms, bearing the 
like Title—our Tranſlators have render*d A Song 


of Degrees; as ſuppoſing, the Hebrew Word mava« 
lot to be a Subſtantive. But what if we ſhould ſup- 
poſe it to be us'd here, as a Participle, or Adjec- 


tive; and that the Subſtantive underſtood is nepaſot, 
Souls? If this may be ſuppos'd — as, ſure, it 
may—the Meaning of theſe Titles then will be, 
Songs of (or for the aſcending Souls, And by them 


we may underſtand, I think, Souls that are aſcend-- 
ing, aſpiring, or breathing earneſtly, toads Hea- 


ven; that are weary of this Babel of Sin and 


Confufion—here on Earth; that think it long to - 


dwell in theſe Tents of Kedar, among thoſe that are 


Enemies unto, Peace the Peace, and Salvation of 


God; and therefore are often /ifting up their Eyes 


unto the Hills, from whence cometh our Help, and 


praying for the Peace N lam, and. d Reſt 


among 


3 


e 

among the People of God. The Expreſſions of this 
Kind, — Mex with in theſe Pſalms, feem 
to point this Way; and the Titles, in the Syriac 
and Chaldee, look favourably upon this. Conjec- 
ture. Songs upon the Steps, or Degrees, of the 
Abyſs, they are call*d by the Chaldee: and by the 
Syriac,” Pſalms of Aſcent. Pſalm cxx, in particular, 
it ſtyles, 4 Prayer of the People detain'd in Rabel: 
And Pſalm cxxi. A Pſalm of Aſcent from Babel. 
The Babyloniſh Captivity, and the Return of the 
Jeus from thence, might be what is immediately 
pointed at, by the Author of theſe Titles. But 
then that Return — like the Deliverance from 
Egypt— was an Emblem, and a Figure of ſome- 
thing higher and greater : And theſe Pſalms might 
be deſign'd, by the inſpir'd Authors — at leaſt, 
they may very well be ugd by us; as the Syriac 
Verſion alſo fays they ſhould — to lead our 
Thoughts, in the Way here luggeſted. We may 
very uſefully — and not improbably, ſure — ſup- 
poſe them to have a further, and 4 ſpiritual 
View: nay, and a prophetic View alſo, towards 
the Return and Afcent of the Jews, from their 
preſent Captivicy and Difperfion ; with which, in 
ſome Parts and Expreſſions, they ſeem. well to 
agree, And as the People of God, of whatever 
Kingdom or Nation they be, will partake with them, 
in the Joy and Gladnefs of that Fime ; it may be, 
that we are to underſtand theſe Titles (of all which 
in a general Way, I am now ſpeaking) as rela- 
ting to theſe aſcending Souls; and the Pfalms— 
which bear theſe Titles —as expreſſing, ſome of 
them, their preſent Griefs and Frars; their ſaying, 
out of the Deep—that Abyſs of Sin and Sorrow, into 
which we are here plung*d—have I called upon 
thee, O Lord: And others, as repreſenting the 
Joy, and Songs of Praiſe, which will 2 in 
their Mouths ; their ſaying, tbe Lord hath done 
2 wag Io great 
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great things for us, whereat we rejoyce—our Mouths 
are filled with Laughter, and our Tongues with Joy. 
Such Expreflions we meet with -in theſe Pſalms, 
and they ſeem capable of being underſtood and 
applied in this Way, which may incline us to be- 
lieve they have ſome ſuch View z though, at pre- 
ſent, we may not find it eaſy to make this ap- 
pear, in ſome of thefe Pſalms -(r27, 128, 132.) 
nor throughout, perhaps, in any of them. A 
little Conſideration, however, and the - uſing our- 
ſelves to look at them in this View, might help us, 
poſſibly, to ſee it plainer. We are too apt to 
think of nothing in a Pſalm (in any Palm, 1 
mean) but the bare Words, and ſomething of the 
Hiſtory of David, or of the Times thereabout, 
for the Occafion—on which we may fancy it t 
have been compos'd. And while we look no far- 
ther, tis no great Wonder it we ſee little or no- 
thing of the Prophet's Deſign, or the Intention of 
the Holy Spirit, and what he would teach us, by 
thoſe divine Hymns and Songs, which he lays 
before us, in this wondrous Book of Prophecies 
and Praiſes. If we duly ſearch after that, in aim 
133, for Inſtance which is one of zhe/e Pſalms 
of Aſcent, and where careleſs Readers will be apt 
to think of nothing but Domeſtick Union and Con- 
cord—we may begin to think, poſſibly, there is a 
yet further and 1 * Meaning; — that the 
„ Happineſs and the Joy which will ariſe from 
ce that bleſſed Harmony and Union, which there 
„ will one Day be, between the Fewiſß and Chri- 
«© ftian Churches, when they ſhall become the one 
People of God, is the chief Thing there pointed 
< at, and prefigur'd”; as a worthy Friend of 
mine , e . 7 TP Ont 
With 1 to Pſalm cxxxiv, however, there 
is another Conjecture, which I have ſomewhere 


met with, which ſeems not improbable. The 
8 | Author 
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Author of it ſuppos'd, that theſe Pſalms of Aſcent; 
or Degrees, were ſung by the Levites, in their 
_ nightly Watches, on the Stairs of the Temple. 
And that ſuch Watches were kept, he endea- 
vours to prove from Malac. ii. 12. (which he reads 
according to the Tranſlation in the Margin of our 
- Bibles) in theſe Words—him that watcheth, and 
him that anſwereth. This Conjecture agrees well 
enough, I confeſs, with this Pſalm cxxxiv, ſup- 
poſing v. 1, 2, to have been us'd by the Watcher, 
and v. 3. to be the Anſwer made by the reſt, 
upon their being call'd, and awaken'd by him, to 
ſing the Praiſes of God. But 1 do not remember, 
that the Author of this Conjecture endeavour'd to 
give any Reaſon which will juſtify it, with re- 
ſpect to the other Pſalms which bear this Title. 
Perhaps he might imagine them to have been 
ſang by the other Levites, after the Watcher had 
awaken'd them. But if they were, they may. 
ſtill have that Meaning, and thoſe Views, which 
1 have here ſuppos'd them to have. 

The Title of Pſalm cxlii, in the latter Part of it, 
is what I call Hiſtorical, and may be true, perhaps, 
as to the Occaſion of writing the Pſalm; But 
however that be, the former Part of it may ſa- 
tisfy us, that here is ſomething more to be thought 
of and obſerv'd. For the Pſalm is a Maſcil, it 
ſays ; reminding us thus, that Here is Wiom—and 
let him that bath Underſtanding ſbew it, in conſi- 
dering the Views, and making the proper Uſe, 
of what is here written. Let him remember, 
that this Pſalm alſo, is /edavid, for the beloved 
when he vouchſafed to become a Man of Sorrows, 
and wanted even where, 10 lay bis Head: Or in 
the Words of this Pſalm, when he bad no Place to 
fly. unto, and no Man cared for his Soul, v. 4 
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" Pſalm cxlv. is intitled Tebillah ledavid, a Praiſe, 
or an Hymn of Praiſe, to David, And the Pſalm, 
1532 might 


I 1111 

might be, or rather moſt certainly was, com» 
pos'd by King David: And fo the Title may 
mean, an Hymn of Praiſe, aſcribd to David. 
But, with me, there is no doubt but it points fur- 
ther, and means alſo, an Hymn of Praiſe offer*d 
to David, even the myſtical David, or Chriſt ; to 
whom the firſt Verſe of the Pſalm ſeems 10 aſſure 
us it was directed, in thoſe Words, my God, my 
King. For, the King of Ifrael, and his Redeemer, 
the Lord of Hoſts—is the diſtinguiſhing Title and 
Character of Chriſt. To him plainly, therefore, 
this Hymn of Praiſe is directed and addreſſed ; 
and that alone may ſatisfy us, I think, that it is 
really inſcrib'd io bim alſo, by that Word ledavid: 
Which, as I have before obſerv'd, looks as if it 
was choſen and plac'd by David himſelf, before 
the ſeveral Pſalms where we find it, as denotin 
the Object, or Perſon to whom be addreſſed the 
Pſalm as well as himſelf to be the Author or 
Compoſer of it. 

And thus have I gone through the Hebrew Titles 
of the Pſalms—in a Way, for the moſt Part, I 
confeſs, altogether new; but yet, I hope, not al- 
together without Foundation. I only wiſh it may 
be carefully conſider'd, and candidly examin'd: 
And then let every one, who 1s willing to take 
the Pains of doing that, judge of it as they ſee 
Occaſion. In this Way, at leaſt, theſe Titles ap- 
pear to be of ſome Uſe, and worth looking into ; 
which—in the common Way of explaining them 
Il do not much wonder that Dr. Hare judged to 
be, in a Manner wholly uſeleſs and inſignificant. — 
That they are, all of them, a Part of the ſacred 
Text, or prefix'd by the Author of the Pſalms, I 
do not pretend, nor imagine. But, as ſome of 
them—in ſome Parts, at leaſt—ſeem to be ſo; 
and as they are all of them certainly antient, as 
appears by their being found in the Septuagint 

f : Verfion— 
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Ferflon—l look: upon them all as expreſſing the 
Senſe of ſome pious, at leaſt, if not prophetical 
Men, in the antient eib Church, concerning 


the Intention, and Meaning, of the Pialms to 


which they are prefix d. If it ſhould be ask*d— © 
And why, then, is not the Intention and Uſe of 
them all thus pointed out? Why did not theſe 
pious Men give a Title to every Pſalm, and tell 
us Wha? we ſhould be looking for in it? I might 
anſwer and fay, poſſibly they did; though all 
their Titles do not now appear; for, that ſome 
have been dropt, ſeems probable at leaſt, from 
there being Titles to ſome Palms i in the Septuagint, 
which are not now to be found in the Hebrew. 
However, I ſhall only ſay, I cannot tell why we 
have no more Titles — but that need not hinder 
us from making the beſt Uſe we can, of what we 
n to the Hiſtorical Parts of theſe Titles, I 
have already intimated, that I do not entirely de- 
pend upon all of them, for the Occaſion of com- 

— the Pſalms to which they are prefixed, My 
Ren ſon is, becauſe in ſome of thoſe Plalms, b 
not found, nor do I perceive, that the Commen- 
tators . been able to find, that they anſwer to 
thoſe ſuppog'd Occaſions. However, 1 only ſuſ- 
pend my Judgment as to that Matter, and leave 
it to be conſider'd by others. But, 

Before I conclude, would ſuggeſt ſomething 
alſo, concerning the Word Selah, which gave Oc- 
caſion, it ſeems, to Dr. Hare's learned Work — 
from an accidental Converſation he had with 2 
Friend, concerning Meibomius's Notion of it—and 
yet he has not explain'd it; but ſu oppoſes it to 
relate only to the Muſic, or Manner of ſinging the 


Palms, We cannot ſay certainly, indeed, that 
it has 0 Relation to that: However, if it was de- 
- fign'd as a Mark for Reſting, and Pauſing, in the 


| Mak, a as ſome Wen ; the intention of 1 it, ſurely, 
Was 
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was chicfly to give Time for that Meditation, and 
more attentive Conſideration, which is due to thoſe 
Pſalms, or Parts of the Pſalms, where we find it. 
If it related ly to the Muſic, we might expect to find 
it in all the Palms : in moſt of them, at leaſt ; thoſe 
eſpecially which are of any conſiderable Length, and 
where there would be moſt Occaſion for the Muſic to 
breath, or reſt, But in ſome, and thoſe the longeſt, 
it is entirely wanting; while in others, tho? — are 
very ſhort ones, it is twice or thrice repeated. Mei- 
bomius's Notion, indeed, obviates this Difficulty : He 
ſuppoſes it to be a Mark of Repetition, which is, in- 
deed, more proper in a ſhort Pſalm, than it would be 
in a long one, But then, he ſeems to ſuppoſe this 
Repetition to be made backwards, ab imo ad ſurſum, 
as he expreſſcs it which is a Way of repeating Ido 
not well underſtand. And beſides, if it be a Mark. 
of Repetition in any Way; that ſeems to imply a 
repeated, and more attentive Conſideration, of what 
is ſo repeated. And in that View it will not be in- 
conſiſtent with what I ſhall now propoſe, as ſome 
others have formerly done, as the true and * 
Meaning of it. For, 

Whatever Relation it may have to the Muſic, in 
the Way of Repetition, or otherwiſe ; it ſeetns to be 
alſo, and chiefly, a Kind of Nota bene, plac'd at the 
End of ſuch Sentences, or Parts of a Pſalm, as the 
Author, or Tranſcriber of it, judg'd to be worthy of 
a more particular Notice, and defign'd to recommend 
to our more devout and ſerious Conſideration. In 
many Places, at leaſt, what goes before it is of that 
Nature, as may well incline us to think it ſuch a 
Kind of Nota bene. It is ſomething, either of great 
Uſe for the awakening our Hearts, and the Regula- 
tion of our Practice; or ele ſomething Prophetical, 
which the Holy Spirit might intend more eſpecially 
to fix our Eyes and I houghts upon. And if it ſtands 
in Jore Places, in 1 2 we cannot now diſcern Fo 
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Uſe in either of theſe Views, it may be, either be- 
cauſe we do not ſufficiently underſtand the Pfalm ; 
or becauſe it has been added there by ſome Tranſcri- 
ber, upon his own Notion, or Apprehenſion, con- 
cerning the Uſe and Deſign of the Place, where it 
fo ſtands. That it has been thus added—or omit- 
ted—by Tranſcribers, ſeems plain; becauſe in our 
Hebrew Copies we find it in ſome Places where it is 
wanting in the Septuagint z which likewiſe has it, 
or what anſwers to it in that Verſion, in ſome Pla- 
ces, where it is wanting in the Hebrew. Whatever 
be the Meaning of it, therefore, it is certain that it 
has been added, or omitted ſometimes, either thro? 
the Miſtake, or Deſign, of the Tranſcribers. 
But there is one Place {(#/a/. ix. 16.) where it 
ſtands with the Word higgajon before it — placed 
there on Purpoſe, as it were, to clear its Meaning, 
and fatisfy us that it is really a N. B. For though 
Dr. Hare rightly judges biggajon, as well as Selab, 
to be extra Verſum, and no Part of the Pſalm, yet 
that it relates to the Muſic, as he ſuppoſes, I can by 
no Means imagine. For higgajon, ſurely, according 
to its Derivation, muſt galt either 4 Meditation, 
or A fit Subject of Meditation. The former ſeems to 
ſuit it beſt in P/al. xcii. 3. where it appears to me 
to denote, A devout or ſolemn Meditation—ſung to, 
or accompanied with an Harp. Our preſent Hebrew 
Copies, indeed, read vale higgajon ; but the Seventy 
read here wel wd'ns, and by that feem to aſſure us 
that the Copy they us*d read, not val, or vale, but 
vim higgajon, with a Meditation on the Harp. 
Now if h:ggajon be either A Meditation, or a Sub- 
Jett for Meditation, may we not ſuppoſe it to have 
been placed before Selah, Pſal. ix. 16. by ſome 
'Tranſcriber, as an Explication; or as what be Be. 
liev'd, at leaſt, to be the Meaning of that Word ? 
As it ſtands thus with Selah, and both of them extra 
ee eos Ou Re) Verſum, 
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Ver ſum, this ſeems to be a very probable Account 
of the Matter. : n | 
Or if we enquire into the Etymology of Selab; 
Buxtorff ſays it may be deriv'd from Salah, and ſup- 
pos'd to be Vocis ſternendæ, et remittende Symbalum, 
a Note, or Mark denoting a common Pauſe, or” 
Reſt. On this Suppolicion, therefore, its Uſe was, 
to give the Readers, or Singers, an Hint to ſtop ; 
which, conſidering that it is found moſt frequently 
in the ſhorter Pſalms, may well be taken to mean 
An Hint to meditate, and think devoutly, of what 
they had been reading, or Singing. And is it not, 
then, a Kind of Nota bene? — which that Place 
particularly, I mean Pſal. ix. 16. feems highly to 
deſerve. For it ſeems to point, prophetically, at the 
final Deſtruction of the wicked, and the Time ben 
all that forget God ſhall be turned into Hell; and it 
ſays, The Lord is known by the Fudement which He 
executes ;, the Ungodly is trapp*d in the Work of his 
own Hands, Selah, Nota bene, mark well, and mind 
this: for this is 4zggajon, A Thing which ſhould be 
much thought of and conſider'd. — And ſo it is, 
plainly ; and the ſame will be found true, I appre- 
hend, in the greateſt Part, at leaſt, ſof the other Places 
where this Word Selab ſtands. They will appear, 
upon due Conſideration, to require a more particular 
Notice, and Attention; and lo juſtify this Account 
of the Dcſign and Meaning of that Word. It has 
been given by others ; but, having been ſomething 
neglected, it ſeem'd to need a Re- publication, and 
to claim a Place in theſe Papers: which, with all 
Deference and due Regard to its Judgment, I lay 
before the World, hoping and wiſhing that, from 
an Enquiry into their Titles, they may lead ſome 
to a more careful Examination of the Meaning 
and Views, of the P/alms themſelves. For, | 
As I have here endeavoured to make it appear, 
from their Titles, that ſeveral of them are directly 
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offered, and inſerib'd to Him, who has all along been 
the great Object of Faith, and Worſhip—of Praiſe, 
Adoration and Love — to all that received and em- 
braced the Promiſes of God; even His glorious Name 

and Word, His beloved Son, Chriſt Feſus our Lord: 
I may add, I humbly conceive, that be whole Book 
of Pſalms is every where almoſt declaring, and de- 
ſeribing, His Praiſe and wondrous Works; 1 mean, 
thoſe Wonders of His Love, His Condeſcenſions, 
Humiliations, and Sufferings; His Care for His 
People, His Providence for His Church, His Mer- 
cies to his Servants, together with their Praiſes, 
Thankſgivings, and Prayers to him. — His Exalta- 
tion alſo, and Seſſion at the Right Hand of Porver 
(upon a Throne prepared for Him from everlaſt- 
ing, Pſall-xlv. 6.— xciii. 2.) even till He ſhall have 
ſubdued all His Enemies, and manifeſted tbe Glory 
which ſpall be revealed, OO Od ton 

' Theſe, ſurely, are the Things, the great Things, 
which we are to be looking for in be Book of 
Palms: And we are firangely deceiving ourſelves, 
and loſing, Sight of what they were deſigned to ſet be- 
fore us, when we confine our Thoughts to David, 
Aſaph, or any other, as compoſing, or writing them 
with no other View, but that of recording, and ac- 
knowledging; ſome private and particular Mercics 
10 themſelves, or even to the Fewiſh People. No; 
whatever were the particular Occafions on which 
they were any of them wrote—which we ſhall in vain 
employ-' ourfelves in enquiring after, any further 
than ſome few aof their Titles may help us — they 
would never have been us'd all along, by the Chri- 
ſtian as well as Feroiſb Church, in their moſt ſolemn 
Offices of Worſhip and Devotion, if they had not 
been ſuppos'd to have been wrote throughout — in 
the Spirit of Prophecy. Tis a Thing confeſs*d, 
indeed, by all the learned Radbzes, tis plainly ſup- 

pos d by the Chaldee Paraphraſe, as well as by the 
8 , Septuagint, 
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Septuagint, Syriac and Arabic Verſions, and by the 
Fathers of the Chriſtian Churth.” And «who can 
theſe Prophecies relate to, but to Chriſt, and "bis 
Church? Whom do theſe n Oades, and Hymns. 
celebrate and ſing of, but h Meſſiah, — jp 5 
King? And why, then, ſhould we doubt of his 
being the Mz?nazzeh, or great Conqueror, to who 
they are ſo many of them inſerib'd ; as well as the 
Jabvab elohenu—the Lord our God, our Redeemer, 
our Refuge, our Righteouſneſs and Salvation, whom 
we fo conftantly find glorified, praiſed” and prayed 
to, thro' the Whole? This, indeed; 1 meat," that 
he is Jahvob elohenu, the Exatd our God — that 
bleſſed King of Israel and bis Redeemer, Ibè Lord of 
Hojts—is what the Chriſtian Churth has ever ac- 
knowledg'd : *Tis the Rock on which the Faith of 
all true Chriſtians is built, and in the Bclief of 
which they will ever rejoyce and triumph. 

Well might St. Peter, therefore, thy to ü Crus 
cifiers, I wot that thro Igmirance ye did i. When 
they were thus conftantly praying to, and*praifing 
him, in their Hymns and Pſalms. They meant, 
indeed—and fo ſhould every one mean—to worthip 
the one God. and Father of all : But then they did 
it in this his bleſſed Name, his Name Jabvob ; in 
like Manner as we are now to worſhip him, an 
do all to his Glory, in the ſame bleſſed Name, as it 
is more clearly reveaÞ'd to us, in the Perſon of Feſus 
_ Chriſt, In the determinate Counſel and Foreknow- 
ledge of God, he was even then Incatnate—as well 
as crucified, and lain, — And this the Prophets 
foreſaw, and: all the holy Men of old, by Faith, 
acknowledg'd ; ſtedfaſtly beholding, and 'embra- 
cing the Promiſes, even tho' they were a far off; 
and both receiving. and e him, parti- 
cularly, as Adonai and Adonenu, our Support, him 
by whom all Things conſiſt, the Adon i. e. the 
Baſs 1 Foundation, Uptolder—of all 1 which 
in 
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in bim PIER and move, and baue their Being. Nei- 
ther they, nor we—nor, perhaps, an ny Angel in 


xtent (the 
Depth and Height, the Length and Breadih) of this 


Heaven — can comprehend the full 


 Myſtery——eof God manifeſt in the Fleſh, and con- 
—— to be malac berit, the Angel, or Exe- 


cutor, of the Covehant, ane. by that Means 
ſpecially, and particularly Jabvab elobenu, the Lord 


eur God. But they muſt wink hard, who do not 
ſee it plainly ſet before us, as the great Objet of our 
Faith, * and Love, in the ſacred Scripture 


of both Teſtaments; and particularly in this noble 


Tebillim, the Book of Pſalms. However, whe- 
ther they will ſee it or not, every one is continu- 


ally praying, that he may be had in Honour, and 


ze, as often as they are ſaying, in the Words 
of the Lord's Prayer, hallow'd be thy Name. In 
Mercy to us all—as well as in a gracious Com- 
pipes with the Jewiſh Forms of Prayer — the Peti- 
tion ſeems to be ſo. expreſs'd ;. that, however low 
their, Sentiments of him may be, every one that hum- 


bly, offe rs this Prayer, may be found—when this 
bleed. Name of the Lord ſhall come from far, burn= 


ing with bis Anger, Tſaiab xxx. 27.——to have done 


ſomething, towards eſcaping his juſt Indignation, 
and rendring themſelyes able to ſtand before the 


Pre nce of bis Glory. 
Jay, even to the Saints and Kaba in Heaven, 
| he is the bleſſed Object of Praiſe, and repeated 
Hallelgjabs. For, as in that Viſion of Iſaiab vi. 
14. the Praiſes and Adorations of the Seraphim 
were directed to him; ſo in Rev. v. 12. we find 
the Saints above adoring, and faying, Worthy is the 
Lamb that was ſlain to receive Power—.And in 
Rev. xiX. 1—3. there is a Voice of much People in 


Heaven, ſaying Hallelujah ; Salvation, and Glory, and 
Honour, and Power unto the Lord our God. For true 


on righteous are his 7 rr n again #9 
: al 
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_ ſaid, Hallelujah. For theſe Hallelujabs are directed 


to Chrif ; as appears, not only from their being 
directed, or offer*d, to the Lord our God — which 
is His peculiar, diſtinguiſhing Character, in the 
Scriptures of both Teſtaments — but alſo, from 
their being offer'd for Salvation and Deliverance 10 
His Servants, and Conqueſt and Victory over His 'Ene- 
mies. For — according to an excellent, and re- 
peated Obſervation, of the learned Dr. T. Fackſon, 
in his Comment on the Creed — this, and all tbe 


Places of Scripture, which aſcribe Salvation — and 


Power to God, in the Way of Conqueſt and Victory 
over His r muſt be underſtood of God con- 


deſcending to become Incarnate, and ſo to fight and 


firuggle, as it were, with the Enemies of His Peo- 


ple. In this Way alone, He is capable of being 4 


exalted, and obtaining Salvation — and Power, 
either for Himſelf, or His People. The eternal 
Power and Godhead is, and always was, and will 
be, eſſentially poſſeſs d of all Power and Glory. 
It is only that Perſon in the Godbead, who vouch- 
ſafed to empty Himſelf, that—according to the great 
CEconomy—He might go forth conquering, and ts 
Conquer : Tis he only, to whom we can apply 
ſuch Praiſes, and Hallelujabs, for his Victories and 
Triumphs over his Enemies. X 

Of him, therefore—of this glorious Root guy Off 


foring of David—we muſt underſtand thoſe Words | 


of | dream 1 Chron. xxix. 10, 11. Bleſſed be 
Thou, Lord (Jabvob) God of Iſrael our Father, for 
ever and ever. Thine, O Lord! is the Greatneſs, and 
the Power, and the Glory, and the Victory, and the 
MajeSiy——Thine is tbe Kingdom, and thou art en- 


alted, as Head, above all. David was then ſecing, 


in the Spirit, what the Apoſtle has taught us to 
acknowledge, in Fast, that God has given Chriſt 10 
be the Head over all Thin g, 10 the Church : Or, in 
the Words of David himklf, Pſalm xcv, 3. to be 
4 


2 


| and for ever. 51 
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| 8 great God, and & proat King over all. Cod. to kate 
al I Power, both in Heaven Earth, i. e. Angeli, 


and Authoritits, and Principalities, and Poms: being 
made ſulject to him. Therefore he ſpeaks of him 


Here, as poſſeſſing the: Kingdom, and exalted, as 
Head, above all; as our Tranflation very well 


expreſſes the Sen of the Place. However, in 


the Original, the Words ſeem o be yet more 
plainly, and directly pointed to Chriſt. For they 
might be more exactly render'd, I conceive, thus, 
10 Thee, (belongs) the Kingdom, and the Exallation, 
as. Head, ayer all. For Thee it is laid up, and pre- 


par d, i. . to Thee it appertains and. Thou art com- 
ing forth to take he Government on thy Shoulders, 
and poſſeſs it. Theſe IT hings David ſpake of 


Jabvob : and yet they are plainly meant of his 
ever bleſſed Root and Off- ſpring, Chriſt. He, there- 
fore, is the Fahvob ho is the glorious Object of our 
Praiſes, in the Pſalms. He is the Perſon to whom, 
e gd y or as Mediator, and the only Name 
in which we have Acceſs — the whole Church, 
both Militant and purer is ·o * up. and 
direct her Hallelujabs. And, 
May He mancitilly . Fo Steps: FA 
—— ae poor Eudeavaurs, of the leaſt, and moſt 
unworthy of His Servants. Tu Him they are humbly 


offer d; and ta Him if they can be of any Ser- 


vice to his Church — be all: l Piel now, 


3 * * * 4 "I 
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